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rince Coininissiotier of the State of MNassacli tsetts. HS-
Govertior Ruîssell is eincintly fit for this position, be-
itig a muai af inarked ability, sotind judginenit, and
.great experience in a position %lîiclt is partly judicial.
Ile lias nppointed Mr. Merrili as his secretnry at
$3,00o a1 year. Here theti we hiave two officiais wlia are
e specially qualified for their respansibilities, on the
-groutnd of fituess no0 complaint is possible, tior is amy
miade. But it is averred thant there have been relations
betwccn tlîe:n whicli niake their respective nominations
of cadi othier to office appear ta bc onc good turti liav-
ing beets paid iiu kind. Wc cannot sec any serions ob-
jection to tlîis being (lotie, it ks irrational ta expect
friendliniess of feeling ta be eliminated i sncb niatters,
anci so long as appoititenats cati stand the test of iierit,

*atmy objections on sncx a grotind as personal g6od feel-
ing are soniewhiat straincd. Messrs. Russell and Merrill
have doneceaci othier a good turn, but bath being highly
.capable min, as good indeed for their offices as could

*be got, tîxeir personal, uxtual friendship secins ta us
*xnmot worthi discussing. A utore serious objection ta zwmy

paynients being madle by the conipanies ta enforc e -
bate laws is raised by Mr. Jacob L. Greene, w~lîo forcibly
urges that, it is tie duty of eacli State tocueforce its own
laws, and as te cotupanies arc taxed so hcavily, it 1.-i
unfair for tîteni ta be put ta any cost iii putting laws in
farce. Tîtat is sotind doctrine. But the State lias nio
uîachincry ta detect or itîvestigate cases of rebating,
lience, uniless tîxe conîpanies undertakze sticb work, tic
law munst reinaini a dead letter. The auti-rebate Con-
vention decided that such niaclîinery Nvas uecessary in
the intercst of the life assurance caînpaniles, therefore
it also decided ta raise a fund for its organi-iationi.
HoNv far thc plait adopted is wvise, or the assessînents
equitable, w'c tlîiik tinte and experience alone can
decide. Give thc experinient a fair trial for a year,
thien it cati be cantitîued, or the plant abolisiieci. Mean-
wlîile, personable squabbles over the relations of stucli
honorable nmen as ]-,x Govcrnor Russell and Superinten-
dent ?Merill are to be regretted.

Preniusip ur OuîR East Itidiati cantemiporaries hiave
I'ttl% adloptcd tîte word "pîcînia "as tîte

plural of preiinuiis. This is philolo-
gically correct, as the word " preittini " being Latin
should, strictly speak-ing, be aisa Latin in the plural,
,Mli it is flot wlien 1' s"IIis added to forin the plural,
after Englisli cîtstoin. Tîmus %ve do îlot say nicinorau-
durits, but iiemnoranda, and agendla, nat agendunis.
The word " prenîia " lias the advaxîtage of shortuess,
as welias accnracy. If, however, we dopt tîtestrictly
correct lural faris of a imiiber of %vorcls coninionly iii
u~e Nv'hicli have beci taken front foreigtu languages, we
shiould get considcrably nlixed, as mîauy liave cone ta
ms filýered, as it were, througli various sources wvhicli
wvould give us a cliaice of plural fornms. Altiiougl then
tgpreniia" is a better word thiai preinitîîs, for correct-
mess.aud'brevity, we doubt the custoni of oui Indiati

*friepds lu this respect being adopted elsewlierc, tiiongli
,uye,should siathe surprised ta find it çonming iinto use iii
.thç.Statcs, v. here innovationts fa amgua&e on .tlie lime ai
abbreviation are popular.
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ACIMTANI) <;UARATEE INSUIRANCE IN CANADA,

The business of accident insurance Wvas transacted by
seven conipanies, viz. :4 Camadiati ( i of whichi coîti-
bitied it %witlh 111e insuratîce and I: witli plate glass.in-
surauce), i Aiericau (alsa corubinied withi lifé), and 2
British, i of whilîi coînbilied it Nvilli guaranteec busi-
ness.

Thtis list ai conîpanies docs flot differ from that of thç
previous year.


