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ance Commissioner of the State of Massachusetts, Iix-
Governor Russell is eminently fit for this position, be-
ing a manof marked ability, sound judgment, and
.great expericuce in a position which is partly judicial.
He has appointed Mr. Merrill as his sceretary at
$3,000 a year. Here then we have two officials who are
-especially qualified for their responsibilities, on the
-ground of fitness no complaint is possible, nor is any
made. Butit is averred that there have been relations
between them which make their respective nominations
of each other to office appear to be one good turn hav-
ing been paid in kind. We cannot see any serious ob-
jection to this being done, it is irrational to expect
friendliness of feeling to be eliminated in such matters,
and solong as appointmeats can stand the test of merit,
. any objections on such a ground as personal good feel-
- ingaresomewhat strained. Messrs. Russell and Merrill
have done each other a good turn, but both being highly
.capable men, as good indeed for their offices as could
i begot, their personal, mutual friendship seems to us
s.not worth discussing. A ore serious objection to any
+ payments being made by the companies to enforce re-
bate Jaws is raised by Mr. Jacob L. Greene, who forcibly
urges that, it is theduty of each State toenforce its own
laws, and as the companies are taxed so heavily, it is
unfair for them to be putto any cost in putting laws in
force, That is sound doctrine. But the State has no
machinery to detect or investigate cases of rebating,
-hence, unless the companies undertake such work, the
law must remain a dead letter. The auti-rebate Con-
vention decided that such machinery was necessary in
the interest of the life assurance companies, therefore
it also decided to raise a fund for its organization.
How far the plan adopted is wise, or the assessments
equitable, we think time and experience alone can
decide. Give the experiment a fair trial for a year,
then it can be continued, or the plan abolished. Mean-
while, personable squabbles over the relations of such
honorable men as lix Governor Russell and Superinten-
dent Merrill are o be regretted.

C premtumm or Our East Indian contemporaries have
Premia, adopted the word “ premia” as the
plural of premiums. This is philolo-
gically correct, as the word “premium’ being Latin
- should, strictly speaking, be also Latin in the plural,
which it is not when “s” is added to form the plural,
after English custom. Thus we do not say memoran-
dums, but memoranda, and agenda, not agendums.
The word * premia” has the advantage of shortness,
as well as accuracy. 1If, however, we adopt the strictly
correct plural forms of a number of words commonly in
use.which have been taken from foreign languages, we
should get considerably mixed, as many have come to
us filtered, as it were, through various sources which
would give us a choice of plural forms. Although then
“premia” is a better word than premiums, for correct-
ness aud brevity, we doubt the custom of our Indian
. friends in this respect being adopted elsewhere, though
-weshould notbe surprised to find it coming into use in
-the, States, v. here innovationsin language onthe lineof
abbreviation are popular.
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ACCIDENT AND GUARANTEE INSURANCE IN CAN &D:\,

1894.
The businessof '1ccideut insurance was trausacted by

seven comp'mles, viz.

: 4 Canadian (1 of which com-

bined it with life insurance and 1 with plate glass in-

surance), I

1 American (also combined with lifé), and 2

British, 1 of which combined it with guarantee busx-

11€SS,

This list of companies does not differ from that of the

previous year.
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