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venture to think, that the subject lies prop-
erly within the sphere of their ordinary ad-
ministration. They therefore earnestly soli-
cit the contributions of ‘the Church in hel:..f
of this special .objeet.  These contributions
may be torwarded, whether by individuals,
by navishes, ov by presbyteries, to Mr. Mur-
rie, at 22 Queen Street, their destination
being distinetly noted. ‘The Bursary fund
will be kept separate from the other funds
of the Committee; and the most careful pre-
cautions for its proper application wiil be ob-
served.
By anthority of the Committee.

~11. & F. Record.
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THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION TOR THE

MOTION OF SCIENCE.

FRO-

‘This great Association, which embraces in
its list nearly every emineut scientific name in
Christendom, held its thivty-first annual meet-
ing the other day at Manchester. 1t would
be impossible in our very limited space to
give anything like a detailed account of the
many subjects included in its range, or show
the vast service it has rendered to the cause
not only of pure science, but of religion, ci-
vilization and hnman progress. Every year
is adding to its importance and influence, and
the great annual gathering is an event of
marked and lasting importance to the district
of country in which it is held. Each depart-
wment is generally presided over by the most
distinguished individual in that particular
waliy, so that on no other occasion ave so
many of the great intellects of the carth gath-
ered together in the same place at the same
time. The President of this Body is chosen
annually, and isalways a man of mark, cither
from his rank, coupled with his love of sti-
ence, or his great eminence in some particu-
Jar branch of it. Part of the duty of this
august individual is to deliver the annual in-
augnral address, which is always looked for-
ward to with profound interest, and is gener-
ally ot great value. The office has been filled
by Prince Albert, by Earl Rosse, by Dr.
Whewel), by Sir David Brewster, and many
others whose names are immortal. At the
last meeting the President’s Chair was filled
by perhaps the most eminent of engincers
since the death of the lamented Stephenson
and the equally lamented Brunel.

Mr. Fairbairn™s address, as might be ex-
pected from such a man, is thoroughly practi-
cal, full of knowledge, and replete with in-
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terest. His object was to give an account,
so far as could be done in a popular address,
of the progress of science during the present
century. ‘The subject is a vast one, and it is
really wonderful how the distinguished speak-
cr was able to place so many important facts,
angl such a mass of comprehensive and well-
arranged information, within the compass of
the lecture of an hour.

We will give a few of the more salient
points, so far as our space will permit.

During tize last century, the science of ap-
plied mechanics has made rapid strides which
astonish us by their magnitnde; hut even
these, it mxy reasonably be boped, are but
the promise of futwre and more wonderful
enfargements. I therefore propose 1o offer o
suceiner history of these improvements, as an
instance of the influence of scieniific progress
on the well-being of soeiety. I shall take in
review the three chief aids which engineer-
ing science has afforded to nationnl progress
—namely, canals, steam navigation, and rail-
ways; eachh of which has promoted an ineal-
culable extension of the industrial resources
of the counury.

One hundred years ago the only means for
theconveyance ol inland aerchandize were the
packhorses and waggons on the then imper-
fect highways. It was reserved for Brindley,
Smeatun, and others, to introduce a sysiem
of canals, which opened up facilities for an
interchange of commodities at a cheap rate
over almost every part of the country. The
impetus given to industrial operations by this
new system of conveyance induced capitalists
to embark in trade, mining, and the extension
of manufactures in almost every distriet.
These improvements continued for a series
of years, until the whole country was inter-
sected by canals requixite to meet the de-
mands of a greatly extended industry.

Scurcely had the canal system been fully
developed when a new means of propulsion
was adopted—namely, steam. 1 need not
recount to you the enterprise, skill, and la-
bor that have been exerted in connection with
steam navigation. You have seen its vesults
on every river and every sea; results we owe
to the fruitful minds of Miller, Symington,
Fulton, and Henry Beil, who were the pien-
ecrs in the great march of progress. View-
ing-the past, with a knowledge of the present
and a prospect of tise future, it is difficuit w0
estimate sufficiently the benefits that have
been conferred by this application of mechan-
ical science to the purpuses of navigation.
Power, speed, and certuinty of action have
been attained on the most gigantic scale
The celevity with which a modern steamer,
with a thousazd tons of merchandize and
some hundreds of human beings on board,
cleaves the water aud pursues her course, far
surpasses the nost sanguine exrometinn: -




