it

madity rarcly to be met with, while luve to | deserved condemnation would be spoken,
sclf is abundantly prevalent among professing unworthy of a place even among mankingQ
fhristians.  Is & word spoken which tends to | You can all 1emember the time when one wiqj
{nssen or destroy among us those bonds of | was your fricnd seemed to becoma your ened

union which are the perfiction of the chuadhy,

-is a remark made that weakeus in our hearts
the active religious life, some may with tardy
steps and slow come furward with rchuhe.
But let a word be uttered aguinst self, or the
church to which self Dbelongs, and all the

yowers of language are immetdiately enrolled | mies: ¢ Love your encmies,”  While we workk
po suty A |
It seems as if the glory of | cnemies to God, God loved us,

to fight the battle.
God were a small thing in compuiisun with
the glory of self.

Christian friends, have you'most cause to
love yourselves or to love your God? In

vourselves exist all the scurces of sorrow @aud | 1it of God is required to vroduce this.  Leg
of trouble. Tn God exists all the sources of | us examine aud see in what this Jove consiste

joy and of peace.  Trom yourselves have pro-
~eeded actions that have kd you into toil and
cave. From God has procecded those works
of love that cause the nativns of the carth to
rejoice.  In you caists the germ of eternal
misery, In God exists the source of eturnal
glory. Be earnest in sclf-examination, and
the knowledge of your own worthlessness will
cause you to despise yourself.
knowledge that God has done so mi.h for
such a worthless creature, will cause you to
love him. Love him with the pure and ex-
alted love that never thinks of self nor cares
for self, but delights in glorifying the uthor
of your comforts by keeping his command-
ments,

The man who, with this love in his heart,
hag for his motive in every actian the glory of
God, will seldom be foumf going astray in the
nath of sin.  If, however, there still caists a
selfish inclination, when solf and duty seem
opposed, self prevails and duty remains unac-
complished. Suppose, for cxample, a lurge
necuniary gain could easily be attained by the
~acrifice of what the Bible commands us «
daty.  The command of the Bible is enfored
by promises of future gain; the enticement tor
-elf is enforced by the promise of present gain,
Self looks ta the present; the peouniary gaiu
is sccured to the exclusion of duty and the
‘detriment of the moral nature. In such u
case, had love to God
Gind been the motive, the pecuniary and pre-
~ent gain would have appeared a paltry prize.
and the agent would feel the comfort and hap-
piness consequent oa one other victory gained
by the regenerate man over the unregencrate.

The second table of the law refers to our
duties to our neighbor, and the verses preced-
ing our text give us reason to belicve tL.xL the
wpostle applied these words more particularly
to the commands contained therein, It is al-
most impossible to conceive of a heart having
hecome so depraved as not to love a friend.
Nid we find amongst us a fellow-mortal towards
whom every kindness had been shown, who
had been clad and fed, delivered from troublc
and from poverty, turn upon the man who hal
thus befriended him, and return evil for goud,
.nd curses for blessings; with one voice his

While the |

l;n'emilcd, and glory tu

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

3
"

, y, and all can even now number many friend i
, anulyze the feelings of your mind, and discor}d,
yer whether it was the pure and holy love o3
the Bible, or the selfish love of the world tha3
did or does exist within your breast.
Bible love embraces not valy friends but enck

And if v
“would be like him—which we must be ere wE
j see him—we must also love our enemies. T

the natural heart this scems an impossibilie J§
, With God all things are possible, and the Spi$;

, The natural man 10\"cs his friends, becaus
, from them he bas received some kinduess, foll

in this consists the character of friend. Hu¥
; hindness .\ withdrawn; the friend changes ints
| & person from whom no more kindness is ¢

peeted, and the love eeases. This shows if

was only a scliish love—a feeling originate
; in the heart by some action or actions advan
tageous to self, and expelled from the heart
soon as no more advantage was likelv to |
pgained.  This former friend, in the exercise
; duty, or from thc.ﬁ'uxlt} of human nature, m
j do somewhat against him who formerly lov
, him, and a hatred deep and strong as was thg:
former love, takes its place.  This because t
love existed only as a raeans of gain to sel
indifference existed so long as neither loss n
guin might be expected s hatred succeed
when loss was found to acerue.  In all this
was not soul loving soul, but self loving selfk;
It wus not because the Lord of heaven cxf}
jpreted advantage to himself that he cond
pseended to provide a means for man’s salv
tion,  Our prayers cannot add to his happines
j Qur service cannet add to his glory, Ou
obedience cannot add to his power. For man

own sahe he loved him and provided the gl
rivus sacrifice.  That man might have hapy
;ness here, and inherit the perfection of jo

hereafter, did the Lord of glory tread t
yearth.  If he who is thus high and holy lovedfs
us thus for our own sakes while we were hi
enemics, it were surely little that we love ead
, other for the sake of Him, since he command
yit. If for no advantage to himself he love
us, 1s it not a small matter inus to love form
advantage to ourselves. Qur fellow-men ead)
and all bear in their souls the impress of i
hand divine,—created after the image of Godl
although that image has become defaced,
Aud has it not become defaced in every oned
Adam’s race=—=in us as in him we call our enef
my? The Psalmist, in speaking of the ene
mies of God, says: *“ Do not I hate them, 0§
Lord, that hate thee? and am not I grieve
with thuse that rise up against thee? I hat
them with perfect hatred ; I count them mix
cnemics.” llere it is plain no selfish motiw
produced the enmity,—no action committe

)
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to the Psalmist’s hurt caused him to exclozg



