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Tt isaltocether a mistake to suppose the Chinese are sdefivient in physieal
courize. Thisidea has doubtless got abiroad fron the poltroonly way in which
they have demceaned themselves when contending with Earopean forees. But
all the world krows that the bravest race an carth is nothing withont diseipline,
wanpons, and goold leading, The native troops were woetully deficient in all
these respeets, and «o they generally turned theis backs on the » white-faced
devils? as they termed our Englich soldiers.  But experience has shewn that the
same men, well teained, equipped, and Ted, will fight Jike tigers, and sterm
breastwork or walk up to the cannon’s mouth, with the utmost coolness and
pluck.

 There s an imnense difference between the Chinese and the * mild Hin-
doo” in this respeet {and Earvopeans in China koaow it tull well - In India a young
serifl” too often thinks it a glorions thing to kick and cuft’ the * niggers’ that
serve lume He can do ie with iapunity, tor the poor eringing wreteh will only
turn apon him with his tolded hands imploring merey. But let not the griﬂ}’
tey that onin China. I he do—why the chances are, he will have a striking
proot” that the Chinese is i omancand not a coward.  We heard one amusing
e of the kimd. A certain young gentleman was assaying to belabour his
¢hov,” when, do and behold ! the boy coolly tovk ot his jacket, and said, * Stop
a vitomaster s am guite ready to fight you ;™ and fight him he did ; and it we
remember vightly. the master did not remain * master of’ the field!

s 1t is no unusual thing to meet with Englishmen, Frenchmen, and Americans
who firmly believe that 1t is the Sestiny of China to become a leading, it not a
dominant. nation of the carth, * Yes!! said two such prophets in our hearing,
¢ the day will probably come when some Chinese Napoleon will lead his terrible
legions to victory and conguest among the distant nations of Europe.” It may
be so. who knows ? but not, we trust and believe, in our day.  We would tain
hope that a far brighter and more glorious day 14 in store for both China and
Europe,—the day in wlich the Prince of Peace shall assert his sway, and, bind-
ing all nations to Himselt with the cords of taith and love, shall reign over a
willing people, from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same.
Even now may be seen in China faint traces of the approach of that day. This
will appear when we come to speak ot the work o’ Missions in that land.

* Our stay was too short to give us any entrance into the language of the
Celestials, but one linguistic puzzle we solved,—the meaning of the phrase
Cpigeon English!? 0 ‘Fhe term had its originin China. It is the kind of English
used by the natives in [Hong-Kong and at the free ports of China.  The Chiness:
languawe beipg so diflicult to learn, and the dialects being so very numerous,
noune but Miseionaries and Government officials ever dream of attempting the
, it has come to pass that an add kind of pateds is used
in all busines transactions. The words are chiefly English, interspersed with a
number of common Chinese teems. But such a hash do the Chinese make of
the Euglish, that none but the initiated could readily understand them.  Fheir
ditficulty in pronouncing our language is immense.  As a specimen, take the
word * business”  The nearest approach they can make to it is * pigeon,’ hence
the term ¢ piceon (or business) English” It they attempt to speak of the
Bishop. they torthwith talk about * Pea-soup.” But they have invented for them-
selves o far more hecoming, it a less savoury definition for his lordship. It is
their habit to deseribe the chief of a department, or the best of any number of
object~, as ‘number one’  Accordingly they call the General m command
*numbr one fighting-pigeon (business) man ;' but the Bishop is spoken of as
*number one heaven-pigeon-man.’

« Although Hong-Kong itself'is a charming and picturesque spot, its Chinese
population i< of a somewhat exceptional character.  Hardly a specimen of a
really high-born Chinaman is to be found in the colony. The majority of the
people are of the lowest stamp, and are collected from all parts of the country.
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