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igthe moral character of ministers and Il-
Centiates; to adznonish, rebuke, suspend, de-
pose, or excommnulcate offenders; to receive
denlissions, and to loose inisters front their
charges; te review the records of the Ses-
sions; to adopt ineasures9 for pronxoting the
religious1 111e o! the several congregations
ivithin the bounds, and to visit tlîem for the
pur-pose of enquiring Into tixeir state and re-
dressin'j evils that may arise; to deal wlth
niatters sent down by the superlor courts;
aiid lit general to superintexd the Coxîgrega-
dions and Sessions witxi the bounds.

The "B3ook of Forma."y

TEIE PLACE AND FUNCTION 0F THE
PRESBXTERY.

By Rev. Robert Campbell, D.l>., Montreal,
One of the Clerks of the General

Asseznbly.

l>resbyterian goverament fa founded on the
princîple that the whole Church la governed
by the whoie Chuféch, through its representa-
tives. For thils purpose, those who serve in
tie Word, have associated with themq, lu the
care of tlic Ohurch of God, non-minîsterlal
members of thxe Clxurch, mon of approved
character and matured experlence. Our '"mo-
del constitution" la to be found In. Acta, 15th
(hapter, lu wlxlch there is am accounit of the
first General Assembly.

But the faithful In certain cities and dis-
tricts wcre'organized for local goverumeut,
as we infer froma 1 Tlm., 4: 14. The care of
the Clxurch In ordîaary matters was commit-
ted to these local Presbyterles, only matters
of extraordlnary moment calling for thre con-
slderation -of thec representatives of the whole
Churcb.

Early In Christlan history, however, thîs
Apostolle order o! thînga was dlsturbed, and
the rlght o! the great body o! the member-
.ship o! fixe Churcb to a share In its govern-
nient was denled; ail authorlty belng usurped
by the 6'elergy," as mInlaters came to be de-
Slgýnated. At the Reformation, thîs rIgit: was
res;tored, at least In non-prelatical Churches;
and in the Presbyterlan Church, the power,
whichi Is wielded by Bishops In thre Episcopal
systenx, is vestcd lu the local Presbyterlea.
It la by reason o! thia distinction, that our
S.;tQitî la called "Presbyterfan."

In its modern development, the Presbytery
is the unit or chic! factor Iu our system. It
cotitrnls the Kirk Sesions beltbw It, and the

~Sos and Assemblies above it. It laIn
itacif a coraplete ecclesiast1cal organlsm. One
Presbytery la enough for fulfilling ail Church
funtiorts. But when the membershlp o! the
(Jhurchi la large and widely extended, then
arises the noed o! more than one Pres9bytery;
and then, to secure unlty ol action and cola-
serve the princIple of thc governinent o! the
Whole by tire whole, follows the nced of Sy-
nodaq or aggregations of Presbyterles; and,
finallY, when fixe actions of Synods have te

Ire uniled, a General Assenmbly is required,
Nwilxih la ldeally constituteu, as it is ia Ire-
land, for Instance, only when Presbyterles are
fully rcpresenitcd la it.

But, as in a Church o! great extent, ant As-
seinbly so constltuted would becomte ixuî-
%vleldy, and It la besides thoughit undersîrable
tixat ail thre minîsters alxould be absenît from
tixeir congregations at the saine tisse. It bas
becs found necessary to Ilrit the representa-
tioen ol Presbyteries ln the General Assemnbly
to a proportion of the whole, greater or less
according to the sîze oi t1it Cixurcfl.

But wlth this, Il iitation camne aiso the ne-
cesslt3' of llmltlng the functiona of a General
Assembly, wblch la really only a great com-
mlttee o! the whole, appointed by Presbyter-
les; aud so it la 'debarred frosi taking anxy
important stepa beyond those to which It la
movedl by Presby-teries. It la malnly a. med-
luma for executing the mind o! the whole
Church as9 gathered !rom the actions of Pres-
byterles. The Presbyterles control the Assem-
bly, for they appoint lts menibeïrs, wbom they
may instruct, If they choose, anud they reserve
certain important matters for their own de-
cision. Thon there are certain matters lu re-
gard to wbich Kirk-Sessions are bound to
consuit Presbyteries; so that the Presbytery
la the great organ by wblch the united work
of our Church is carried on..

PfRESBYTERIAL YOUNG PEOPLE'S SO-
CIETIES.

Ia accordance wlth the recomaxendation of
tce General Assem'bly of last year, several ad-

ditional Preabyterlal Societies have been or-
gainized. A brIe! !rom o! (3onstItutio'x wac3 is-
squed by the Commîltteea sud bas, lan the main,
lena !ollowed.

[t sets forth the Object o! such Socleties to
lie *'To promc>te the wei!are and the uselul-
fuluiess to the Church of the young people of
the Presbytery, by unltIag them In !rIendly
Intercourse, the cultivation o! their spiritual
111e, the study o! thre doctrines, hlstory and
rworli o! the Chureh, and fihe support o! Its
m isslonary, educationai and benevolent
Schemes;" the Membershlp to consfat o!
"The varlous Y. P. Socleties w.lthin the Pres-
bytery under the overslght o! Sessions; each
soclety to be represented by Its President and
oue delegate for every seven members.

In congreg'ations whcre no young peoplea
organizations exiat, Sessions mnay appoint de-
legates la the proportilon o! aine to each
tweaty naines on the communion roll." Pro-
visio-n la aIso made for Meetings, for an Exeý-
cutive, on wblch the Presbytery and the Pres-
bytery"s Comuxlttce on Y. P. Societies are re-
presented, and for necesary changes la the
Constitution. The Convener wlll send copies
of tîxis fora, o! Constitution on app1ication.

Presbyterlal orgauizations aow exlst la thxe
Presbyterles of Peterborough, Wlxltby, Lind-
say, Toroato, Orangevîlle, Barrie, Owen
Sound. Saugeen, and Guelph, iii the Synaod o!
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