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A LINE 0F LSEFULNESS FOR THE
PRO VINCIAL ASSOCIATION.

Now that the abovc-named organization is
anxiously engaged in trying to prove its titie
to existence, and te that end is mapping out
for itself new work, it may not be amiss to
suggest the holding of Farmer.î' Institutes as
one way of promoting the agricultural inter-
est.q of titis Province. These institutes are
beconiing very popular in the United States,
and are doing a large amounit of good. Thcy
are simply conventions of farnners held frein
one te titrea days, at convenient central points,
at which papers are read, addresses dolivered>
and discussions had ont various niatters con-
nected with agriculture. Under the auspices
of the State Board of Agriculture, six of these
institutes were held in Michigan duiing the
winter of 1879-80. The last annual report
of the Board gives a full account of these
meetings, coraprling the papers and addresses
in full, also a digest of the discussions. Mucli
interest is awakeaed among the farmers and
their families by these institutes. They are
a kind of travelling school of agriculture.
The Professors of the State .Agricaltural Col-
loge take a Ieading part in theni. Practical
fariners wbo have been successful in particu-
lar lines of husbandry, give their experience.
Soe of the papars are by ladies, who diseuss
matters of home convenience, adorinnent and
taste. The six institutes distributed over the
State, gave the entire farming population an
opportunity of attending at conxparatively
sinail expense. Eacb winter the localities are
changed, se that in the course of a few years
there 'will not ba a district of any considerable
aize that will flot have beeu reaclied by their
influence.

There is no good reason why a similar p*an
should not be put into affect i Outario. The
Professora in our Agricultural Collage could
well assist in cariying it out, and would there-
by make theniselvea and the institutioni in
wLich they teacli, more widely known. Other
gentlemen can be found, able aud willing te
take part. Practical farmers of experience
are not wanting in al sections of the Province,
whose knowledge and 8kili would contributa
te the interest and suecess cf thesa meetings.
The expense %vould, fot ba great, and would
ba money well iuvested in the promotion of
agricultural improvenient.

We have already somethi"g of the sort in
connection with one of the specialties of tarm-
in&. Our Dairy Associations, eust and west,
hold annual meetings which are very similar
to these Farmers' Institutes. Thoy last three
days, and the proceedings consist of papers,

addresses, and discussions. It la admitted by
ail capable of forming a judgffient, that the
developinent and proiperity of dairying in
Ontario is largely ewing to the ycarly im-
petus given by theso conventions. The Asso-
ciation Boards, with truc business sagacity,
have seured the attendance of the hast dairy
lacturein from the United States, who have
froni tinie to time givon our factdry-rnen the
latest resulta of experimeutal. methods adopted
on the other side. The resuit has beau that
the dairymen of Ontario have been able te
hold tîteir cwnw~ith the dairymen acrosa the
liues, in the choese markets of the world.
Wlîat has thus been donc for one of the farm
specialties may also ba achieyed. for the inter-
este of agriculture nt large, and we earnostly
hope that it will bie, at an early day.

EDIToit «'RUitAL C,&NADIAN."

We hava mucli pleasure in preaenting our
readers, iu this issue, with an cngraving cf
its Editor, which those whe ara acquainted
with hlm will, ive have ne doubt, pronounice
an excellant likeness; whila t.hose to whom
ha la a stranger, axcept through bis nitings,
will obtain frein it a pretty correct ides. cf has
parsonal appearanca. Mfr. Clarka is an Eng-
lishman, and 'was boem lu the city cf Coventry,
March 31, 1824. Befoe geing te collage> lie
spent a couple cf yaars on a new farm, nar
London, Ontario, aud there contracteci that
loye of agriculture which lias beau with him
a-strong if. net a "'ruling, passion " avar sinca.
When the agricultural departutent cf the Mon-~
treczt fftnees w *as stantad, about twAnty years
age, M. Clarke was fer soe turne its edliter.
Ha subsequently edited the Cainadaz Fczrmer
for fiva years, and the Ontario Farmer titrea
yaars. For some years puat, ha hma adited thes
agricultural dapartînant of the Weste-ren Adf-
veiier, and beau a weely centributor to a
Éinlar departinant cf the Montreal lritnes.
Ho hsas aise supplied articles on agriâtilture
frein tino te time for various etherjunals>
and la. the author cf t'he cliaptar du IlBees,"
coutaiued lu the Livo Stock Aeilyclopoedia
lately isaued by tha Worldi Publishing
Company, Guelpht. Failure of healtIt requir-
iug mental rest and an put-door life, ha
purcha.,ed a farmn near G.ifelph lu Fabruary,
1877, on which ho spent three years, in

comparative seolusion, engaged in the polaca-
fui pursuita of husbandry. It spoaks welI for
agriculture az a hoalthful vocation, that these
tite years on tho fanm, complotely recruitedl
aud cajuvenated te subject of this sketch,
se that lie was enablod, iu the spring cf 1880,
te resume -work a8 the minister of a congrega-
tion. Having reuted his farm, hoe settlcd ln
Listcwel, wlare ho uow resides, dividiug his
time botween the labours of the pulpit and
t'ho pen. ____ ___

HOUSE-WARMfING IN I.NTRR.

The use cf close, hot-air stoves is beýoming
wall nigli universal, aven among residanta iu
the country, wharo firo-wood is yat compara-
tivaly abundant and cheap. Open fire-placas
are seldom te be sen. IlThe lîeanth," and
the "lfixa-side " are fast bacoming obsoleta in-
stitutions. Few people now clin Say iu te
language cf oe cf the old prophets, IlAha, 1
ami warm, I have een the fire." We dou't
sec the fire now-&.days. We only Seo a hot
surface cf *biack iron, with sorna ormamental
devîces aud. lettering upon it. The resuit is a
great loss cf sensible comfort, and no smasll
detriment te healtit. Our apartnionts are al-
most uuveutilated, and Nve Sit iu an atinosphera
cf dry, heated air, that niakea us feeble, ten-
der, aud liable te take cold ou the least ex-
pesure. Dr. Dio Levris, whc bas published se
mauy sensible things ln regard to healthful
habitsA cf living, speaks cf the open fire as
that Ilgood, old-fashioned blcssing," and gives
the following wholesome advice ir The Golden
Rule:

IlLet us go without silice, broadelotbs, carpets, &a fnery
of au kinSa, ii neosary, tht we may bave this ezxýel.
lent auriai ana diamusur of jo l i au r house. in =ny
1, hansi have tont open grates, ana find the expense in
fuightl, and Il it «wete in any other departinent of houte.
keeplng, 1 shoulci féel tht 1 could nlo% afcord it bnt in
this 1 do not flinch, sa> important do 1 dénea the apen pre.
Nez! to au opmn wood.fre, theo pen cci al te the bust
menue o! warmins ana vcntiisting. Ana if, wiflh a goa
daught. lthe coui nana b. bItuminous, it is a very excellent
fie. If yoti ouid have good throat, lunga and nervos, sit
by au opmn fire and keep as fat as paisible frein stoves anS
furnacês. If yon cannot esscape those cvils, wear more
clothing, eapeeWaly upan the lue! and legs, and keep lthe
dome ana wicaows open.,

N9A PHTHALINE AS A.N INSECT'ICIDE'.

Prof. Taylor, of the À.merican Agricultural
Department, announces an important dis-
ceveiy ha bias made, and which will ha cf
great benefit te farmans, nurserymen, anl te
comierc--that naptialine could be used
most successfully in the destruction cf insects,
vermin, etc., especially pa. weevil.

4 «If aiaS,, prain, dormant plants, vines, etc., bo placSd
in auj t1gb! vecul, and a saalli quantity of the naphtba-
ane b. introdnced iet the yetait ana it thm bis caverid,
li a Ïev bonis sny iusec that may mest them wil be
upkhyzat"

The professr exhibited. a jar coutaining
soe Egyptian cern, which two years since
bad beau recelved fromn California, and wbich,
when received at the departinent, was alive
'with siual beetles. The noise cf their gnaw-
ing was distinctly lieard. Of course te seeda
would ba destrcyed unless the inscts were.
A siail quantity cf tae naphthaline 'was
mixad with te seed, and very sccu the noise
éeasea, the vermin were destroyed by its
action.

To tesýt the question whether the seeds had
beau injured, lie recently bad askèd Mn. Saun.
dors te tcsttheir vitality by planting a small.
quantity lu soute cf te prcpagatlng boeuses.
They grew nlcaly. Thus showing tfiat tItis


