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gether with due regard to the needs and de-
mands of each separate department. There
are other cases in which the advice of such a
general committee might be valuable 1n the
extreme, ¢ven to the separate committees,
aod be exceedingly important to the best
loterests of their work, but ou these we can-
pot touch now. They will readily occur to
the minds of the brethren. Finally, it may
be sald, in answer to many questions, that
(ke overture does not especially contem.
plate the giving of any but advisoty powers
1o the general committee, There 1s a general
clause at the end of the overture, such as
jawyers use at the end of certain docu-
ments in Chaacery, under which the Assem-
piy might, if it deemed advisable, detegate to
this commttee certain execuliyve powers to
deal with emergent cases arising, for iun-
stance, between meetings of Assembly, When
Dr. Robertson explaised to the Assembly
recently how he had called Dr, Wardento
sssume the office rendered vacant by the
deathof Dr. Reld, it was quite evident that
(be majority in the Assembly felt that he had
technically exceeded his authority, and they
ooly condoned his action because all felt
ihat he had done the best thing that could
bave been done in the interests of the
Chorch. A less courageous mao thao Dr.,
Robertson, feeling that once the Assembly
is dissolved its Moderator is functus officto,
would have hesitated, and a hesitation
allowing a vacaocy in the agent's office to
continne would have seriously affected the
wierests of the Church.

Other emergent cases might be quoted in
which the existence of some execative power
between meetings of Assemblies might be
in the highest degree valuable in the inter-
ests of the Church, but whether the Assem-
by might give to the proposed general
committee some such power, the overtare
does not definitely ask. Its approval by
Presbyteries would be simply an approval of
acommittee with advisory powers, but the
Assembly might conslder the other part
coder the general clauce.

R. G. MacBETH.
Wisnipeg, August, 1890.

JOHN GALT.*
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BY W. G. JORDAN, B A.

These are two handsome volumes of
Galt's stories pow reissued by Messys.
Blackwood. ‘¢ The Provost ” was first pub-
lished in 1822, and ‘* The Last of the
Lards” in 1826. There was an edition of
Galt's works by the same firm In 1366, and
now in 1896 such of them as appear to be of
greatest importance appear in a new and
atractive dress. I cannot claim to be either
aScotchman or a Canadian, and therefore I
donot feel any special shame, but simply a
geoeral literary iguorance in confessing that
when these two volumes came to hand the
oame of John Galt was unknown to me.
However, I am sorry to say that I have found
people in the same ignorance who had not
alike excuse. Galt ought to be known to
Canadians as the father of Sir A, T. Galt,
and on account of his connection with the
Canada Company, while Scotchmen should
booor him as onz who has writtea Scotch
storles that have lived for the greater part of
aceniury and are stiil full ot instruction,
He may have been overshadowed by the
great success and the world-wide fame of
Sir Walter Scott, but that is no reason why
he should be forgotten.

His biographer, Dr, Moir, also a writer of
Swotch stories, closes thbe memoir (** Annals
of the Parish,” cdition 1860 with these
words . ¢ The career of Galt 1s now closed,
ad 16 ks latter years he might weii sigh
over ' the unwiiling g. :utude of base man-
kind.' But his is among the bright names
of bis country, and will stand out to after
times as ope of the landmarks of the age in
which he lived. Then shall the wandering
emigrants whom he located have become
3 flourishing nation, holding his name in
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honour from generation to generation ; and
then it shall be found that his happier works
are pot only valuable chronicles of obsolete
manners, but that they embalm the very
idiom in which they are written,” Thlis is
the language of love but it is not all exagger-
ation. The name of Galt seems to be fixed
pretty firmly into the history of Canada ; and
that in these days when we are flooded with
Scotch storles it should be thought advis-
able to issue a new edition of Galt's works,
Is in itself a testimony to his literary worth.
We need orly thiuk of the vast number of
buoks which never reach a second edition to
realize the sigunificance of this latter fact.
We cannot now attempt eithera fullmemoir of
Galt or an extensive review of his works, but
considering hls connection with Canada and
hls relation to the [iterary Iife of Scotland
this short notice may not be out of place.

John Galt was bora at T¢vine in Ayrshlre,
May 2ad, 1779 He seems as a child to have
been of a somewhat feeble and sensitive con-
stitution, fond of stories and given torhym-
ing. His education consisted partly of piiv
ate lessons received at home, and partly of
schooling first at Irvine grammar school and
afterwards at Greenock. As a young man
he was placed in the Custom House at
Greenock, and la‘er entered the mercantile
office of Messrs. J. Miller & Co. Although
regular in his attendaoce at the desk, he de-
voted his leisure hours to antiguarian
studies and literary efforts in prose and
verse.

1o 7804 be determined to try bis fortunes
inLondon and tormed thereacommercialcon-
nection which, through no fault of his, turned
out verybadly. Atter this we find him travel-
ling on the continent, meeting with Lord
Byron, and in various ways increasing his
koowledge of life and lterature. He con-
sidered many enterprises and finally settled
dowan to a life of literary activity. His first
great success seems to have been the
' Ayrshire Lezatees,” which appeared in
Blackwood's Maga=zine ; the scores of letters
which composed this story galned great
populanity, and were thought at first to be
from the pen of ** The Great Unkoown.”
We are told that Mr, Blackwood at once
saw and appreciated Mr. Galt's peculiar
powers and prevailed upon bim to work the
rich original veins which he bad opened.
This led to the publication of ** The Annals
of the Parish,” ** The Provost,” *Sir Ap-
drew Wylie," and other works to0 numerous
to mention.

In February, 1827, he writes from Quebec :
“A copy of the ‘Laird’ having come to
the castle from the New York pubiisher,
Lady Dalhousie lent it to me.” * It would
seem by the New York papers that the
work has taken there.”  Aod in August
of the same year he writes from Guelph,
U.C., and shows himself to be busy found-
ing an academy, and doing many things of
a practical nature. We must not attempt
to discuss Galt's relations to the Canada Com-
pany and his work in this Province. Some
think that, as a matter of course, a mao of
Ietters must be unpractical, doomed to make
a muddle of business and to fail in bis man-
agement of men. According to his biogra-
pher, Galt made great exertions, and his en-
ergies were wisely directed for the benefit of
settlers and the interests of the Company,
but at last he fell a victim to disloyalty and
intrigue. Mr. McTaggart, Superintendent of
the!Rideau Canal works, Is quoted as saying :
¢ Mr. Galt deserves great credit for the in-
vention and management of the Company.
{o this he has shown a genius that is rarely
excelled. He organized the whole manage-
meant of business, and displayed all that tact
and diplomacy which his superior talents
qualify him for in such an eminent de-
gree ;" and so on at great length, and with
varled illustrations. Mr, Crockett says:
¢¢ Galt is describing his own antithesis, for
he was no * Michael Wiley,’ but 2 man of hat
temper, rough toogue and somewhat over-
bearing, rather than conciliatory disposi-
tion, as the directors of the Camada Com-
paoy had reason to kaow.” * Sach scrib-
blings werc but ¢ baira’s plaiks’ to a man
who bad subdued uamapped empires of
virgin soil, and striven unasbamed with
wild indians and wilder directors of Canada
compagies.” From Mr. Crockett’s man of
bhot temper, and directors wilder than
Todians, what but confusion could arise?
However, whatever may bave been the ex-
act state of the case, we cannot help a strong
feeling of sorrow when we find this able man
back agalo in London baokrupt and aimost
broken hearted. Before he left Guelph the
inhabitants assembled aod presented an_ad-
dress in recogaition of his vzluable services,
signed by 144 heads of familles. Ten years
later, after much sufiering, he died and was
interred in the family grave within the new
burying ground 3t Greenack. ‘¢ After life’s
fitfu) fever be sleeps well."”

It is late in the day to review the wiitings
of John Galt, but in connection with the re-
publication of these two Storles a few words
may be said concerning bis position in Scot-
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tish literature. He was a voluminous writer ;
at the close of the second volume of his
autoblography he gives a hist of all that he can
remember of h , published works. Maboy of
them are now forgotten, but a sufficlent num.
ber survives to makethe fortune, in a literary
sease, of even an extraordinary writer of
fiction. Mr. Crockett opens his iotroduction
with the remark that ** If Galt's crtics did
not assure him when he produced ¢ The Pro-.
vost ' thathe was writicg himself out, they
were untrue to the ancient traditions of their
calling.” In this we suspect thereis one
word for Galt and two for Mr. Crockett ; the
critics do not occupy themselves much with
Galt now, but some of them, rightly or
wrongly, do think that Mr, Crockett isin
danger of wrniting too fast to do justice to
himseif, and in this they at least pay Mr,
Crockertt the compliment of supposing him
t? have a lofty ideal of literature as a voca-
tion.

Galt did wnot regard his writings as
novels, and yet there are many of them that
cannut be placed la any other class. ** The
Eutail ’ is a powerful story ; it is more than
a sketch of Scottish life and character : in
delineation of its princ'palpersonage it shows
us the wortking of a master passion ina
subtle style worthy of the greatest novelists,
“ The Auoals of the Parish” and ¢ The
Provost ” are no more novels than Alr,
Watson's ** Bonaie Brier Bush ” is a novel.
But it is difiicult to say exactly what they
are ; they were not literal hustory, but they
are stori¢s trae to life, they do not beloog to
the realms which Scott made so peculiarly
his own ; they have oot the deep pathos and
poetic insight of Barne's “ Window in
Thbrums,” and they have none of the ¢ ideal-
ism " which lingers arouad some of Ian Mac-
laren’s most attractive pictares. Galt may
be described as a * realist " or ** naturalist,”
but there Is nothing coarse about his de-
lineations of Scottish life.  If thereis not
hovering around his sceaes ** the hght which
never was on sea or land,” neither is there
the false, artificial glare whichis the chief
atiraction of so many modern storles. Galt's
parish is not a collection of men of genius,
critical, cynical or mystical, but a pumber of
people of average abilites and of ordipary
taste. Mr. Balwhidder the clergyman was
appointed by the patron and forced upon
the parish, but he gradually makes head-
way against difficulties and #10s an iofluen-
ual position by his good judgment and
'* moderation ’* as well as his sober piety.
Heis a man for whom we must feel respect,
though he does not kindle our spinitual
enthusiasm. The story of his life, told by
himself, brings before us a Scotch parish at
the close of the last century, and shows in
that small theatre the increasing conflict
between the old and the new. While it is
not a book that yields the highest iospira-
tiop, Galt's ‘¢ Annals of the Parish ” is well
worth reading when so much of this kind of
literature runs into ‘fthe falsehaod of ex
tremes.” Scott’s clergymen had beenso
unsatisfactory to Presbyterians that Micah
Balwhidder—doctor as he was sometimes
called, tliough not of that degree—'* was
thought to be an improvement ; itis not
likely that Dr. Lioguty would call bim
* saintly, but there is i his character much
thatis noble and strong. If we wish to
have a stmilar story told from the civic stand-
point we need onlyturnto ** The Provost ¥—
a book in which James Pawkie tells in short,
simple chaplers, how he got onin the world,
serving his town aod Country at the same
time as bimself, careful not todo anything
actually dishonest but not very sensitive on
the question of perquisites. Here we have
a ¢ canny ” Scotchman who, if he bad been
of Johnsoun's opinion that *‘ the best pro-
spect in Scotland was the bhigh road to
Eogland,” would probably bave become
Lord Mayorof London. He was content
with a smaller sphere, but displays all the
qualities of 2 ¢¢ Igolitic " statesman or cunning
diplomatist, is story takesus back to the
days of smuggling, the press gaog, meal
mobs and other thiogs which belong to * the
good old days.”” This a book of worldly
wisdom, and James Pawkie Is as wiseasa
serpent if not always as harmless as a dove.
1n reading bis autobiography we long for
igher principles and loftier 1deals, but we
bave to admit that, as a maan of the eigh-
teenth century, he rendered efficlent service
to the communitygn which his lot was cast.

¢¢ The Last of the Lairds.” is a story of a
different oxder ; it is moe artificlal and con-
tatns more of caricature and buriesque.
There is still a sad attzaction about the old
laird, the last member of a decaying race,
andeven hisdiscourses on political economy,
though in danger of becoming wearisome,
are, on the whole, amusing. We conclude
then that in these days when 30 many at-
tempts are made in current literature to
portray Scttish life and character, those who
have leisure for such studies may profitably
read a few of the more important works of
John Galt aud consider his contributtons to
that great subject. -
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Septaof  DESTRUGTIVE VICES. } Moy
Gutuen Texi.—Prov. xvi. 25,
Mumory Veuse-.-. 5 .;
CATRCHISM.~—1) 8t
HHoME ReADINGS.—AM. Prov, xvi, 22.33.

7. Jamesiii. 118, M. Matt, xii. 22-37. 74,
Leov, nn13-20, £ Prov. vat, 1-21. S, Prov, wii.
22-30. Sab, FProv.ix, 1-18.

\What the ** destructive vices ' are which the
International Lesson Commuttee discovered 1o tlus
portion of the Word, does not appear very obvious
yet undoubtedly a careful examinativa of the teat
will show that the ruui, al leasi, of ail vice s
faithfully wamed against. One of the must
striking things in that familiar chapter, the fifty-
third of Isaiah, is the coafession '* we have tutned
every one fo his own way'’—a confession which
indicates that the choice of owr owsn sway is the
sum and substance of all wrong-doing. So here
the same thought is wroughtout. Furst of all, the
right way i1s commended, then the weong way 1s
cundemaed and the night way agawn entorced.

I. The Right Way Commended
and Hnforced.—This way is summed up
in a siegle word, the way of *¢ understanding.”
When we recall the vpening chapiers of tius bovk
wheie the savitauvas of wisdum and fully are
dwelt upon, and especially that woade. _. char-
acterization of wisdom given usin the eighth
chapter, it helpsus to understaid what the wise
mao means here by ** understaading”  We read
elsewhere that ¢* the 1ear of God isthe Y:giooing
of wisdom,” so that the way of uoderstanding is
the way of God. We entérupon that way by
surrenderiog ourselves to Him and heaceforth
learning wisdom from Him. The way which be-
gins in the fear of the Lord, then, is the way of
understandiog.  This way is commended bscause
of the comfort and consolation the possession of
'* understanding " brings—it1s a ¢ well-spnng of
life uato him that hath 1t,” while the folly of the
fuol s declated to prove a scourage 10 its pos-
sessor. The chief benefit dwelt upon 1s the effect
which ¢‘ understanding” will have upon our
words, causing them to be pleasant, because spring.
ing from a heart and lips filled with heavenly
wisdom ; words such as these cannot put prove a
belp to both body and soul. Then passingalong
to the 31st verse we find other benefits promised
as spnagioz from the way ot understaonding.
There islength of days—** The hoary head is a
crown of glory—it shall be found in the way of
righteousness.”” How often the wise man insists
upon the fact that bloody and deceitful men shall
not live out halt their days. There s the attain-
ment of a character truly great : ** lle that ruleth
his spirit 13 better than he that taketh a city,” and
best of all, there is the assurance of the overruling
provideace of God watching over us, so that even
the whole dispasicg of the lot is of the Lotd.
Surely there isa sttong case made out {or the
*¢ way of understatding.”

II. The Wrong Way Condemned.
—But though the advaotages of the right way
seem so obvious, it is not the way which seemeth
good unto a man. * We love to choose and see
the way"—and, alas, the end thereof isthe ways of
death. To * our own way " our appetites urge
us. This seems to be the force of verse 26.
¢t The desire of him that laboreth, laboreth for
himself * (7. e. for self-gratification), ¢* his mouth
craveth it of him,"” like the mouth of a hungry
man for food. Vet the end s ** the ways of death.”

For note the downward progress—the uagodly
man, the froward man, the violent man, the man
determined to bring ewil to pass (meditation anéd
lips comptessed with determinxtion).  The
ungodly man loves evil for us own sake, but s
evil is self-contained, so to speakh. The fivward
man lets his own evil actions work harm to others.
It is worthy of note that again it is the iofluence
of the wrong way, upon our words which i1s dwelt
upon. Let usnot forget the words of Onc who
said, ** By thy words thou shalt be justified and by
thy words shaltthou be condemned.” The violent
man goes a step farther and entices others to do
evil, leading them 1otua ' wag which s pot
good.” But the climax is reached when 2 man is
described as so wholly given over to w:ong-doing
that he ¢ shuts bis eyes to devise froward tmags,”’
and ** cumpressiog his Lips * Lniogs cwil 1o pass.
There is oo promise in this way  The end there-
of is the ways of death, no hoary head, no self-
subjugation, no cojoyment of the watchful care of
the Eternal.  Who of us would not choose the
 way of understanding *’ rather than_ ** the way
which scemeth right to ourselves I Yet remem-
ber, that just because the wroog way does so ap-
peal to the natural heart, we bave need of God s
grace clsc we ishall never be found walking in
the right way, the waythat leadeth upward to
God, rather than downward to death. Lectus
caaacstly seek that grace, since it wil mever be
depied to any who secks with all his heart,



