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geher with due regard ta the aeeds and de-
mands of eacb separate dcpartment. There
ae other cases ln whicb the advlce of sucb a
generai committee migbt be valuable in the
extreme, even ta the separate committees,
and bc exceedingly Important ta the best
Ltrests af their work, but ou tbese we cari-
Dot touch naw. They %vll readlly accur ta
the mincis af the brethren. Finally, it may
bc sald, la answer ta many questions, that
the overture daes nat especialiy contcm-
pate the giving of any but advisory pawers
lu the generai committee. Tncre is a general
clause at the end af the averture, sucb as
jawyers use ait the end af certain dacu-
inens in Chant.ery, under wh8ch the Assem-
biy mgt, if si, deemcd adv%5able, detegate ta
ibis committee certain executsve powers ta
deal witb emergent cases arising, foir In-
stance, between meetings af Assembly. When
pi. Ewbertsan explained ta the Assembiy
reccntly how hie had catled Dr. W\arden ta
assume the office rtndered vacant by the
death of Dr. Reid, it was quite evideot that
(ite majarity in the A 5ssmbly teit that hie had
leclnically exceeded bis autbority, and they
coly coodoned bis action because ail feit
tbat hie bad dane the be.st thing that could
bave heen dan.s ln the interests ai the
chai. A less courageans man than Dr.
Robertsanl, feeling that once tbe Assembly
il dissoived its Moderator is fupliclus oficto,
would have hestated, and a besitation
alowng a vacaocy in the agents office ta
coninue wauld bave serausly affected the
interests of tbe Cburcb.

Other emergent cases mght be quoted in
whlch the existence ai sorte executive power
beween meetings ai Azsemblies mgbt be
in the hgbest degree valuable in the Inter.
ests ai the Cbnirch, but whether the Assem-.
bly mlgbt glvc ta the proposed general
cmmittee some sncb power, tbe averture
dots vot definitely ask. Ils appraval by
Pesbyteries wouid be simply an approval ai
a commttee witb advisory powers, but the
Assembiy migbt consider the other part
coder the general clauFe.

R. G. AC BEit n.
Winnipeg, August, 1896.
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These are two bandsome volumes of
Gat's storles naw relssued by Messrs.
Blackwood. IlThe Provst " was first pub-
Ilsbed ln 1822, and IlThe Last af the
Lards" in18:!6. There ivas an edition af
Gat's works by the sanie fim lnin S66, and
nowv in 1896 sucb ai them as appear ta be ai
greatest importance appear ini a new and
attractive dress. 1 cannot dlaim ta be elther
a Scotchman or a Canadian, and therefare I
do not ledl any special shame, but simply a
geeral literary Ignorance in confessing tbat
when these twa volumes came ta baud the
Dame oi John Gaît was unknown ta me.
However, 1 anm sorry ta say tbat 1 have found
pupe ln the saie Ignorance wbo bal nat
a like excuse. Galt ougbt ta be knowa ta
Canadians as the father af Sir A. T. Gait,
and on accaunt ai bis cannecitan with the
Canada Company, while Scoicbmen sbould
hoDor him as ane who bas written Scotch
stofles that bave ived for tbe greater part af
acentury and are stili fui of instruction.
He may have been oversbadowed by the
great success and the world-wîide fame af
Sir Walter Scot, but tbat is no reason wby
bc sbouid be fargtten.

H;és biographer, Dr. Moir, also a wrter ai
Sto.h stcries, closes the memoir (I Annals
ni the Parisb," edition i86(>,'wth these
tords IlThe carter oi Gat s now closed,
atd :r, hs latter year.5 be mîght weiisisgb
Oyez 'the unwiling gý titude ai base nman-
klord.' But bis is amoog tbe brigbt naines
ofibis country, and will stand out ta after
limes as ane ai the landmaxks ai the age la
wbic bchelived. Then shall the wandering
eigranîs wbom be located bave become
a flourishng nation, holding bis naine ln
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honour from generation ta generation ; and
thea it shail be ound that bis bappier warks
are flot oniy valuabie chronîcies af ob3olete
manners, but tbat tbey embalin the very
idin iln wich tbeil are written." This is
the language ai lave but i s net ail ex3gger*
ation. The name ai Gaît seems ta be fixed
pretay frmil mbthe istory oi Canada ; and
that in these days %Yben we are floaded witb
Scotch stories it sbould bc tbougbt advis-
able ta issue a new edition ai Gait's works,
ls ln itself a testimony ta bis literary wortb.
We need only tb;jk ai tbe vast number ai
books wich never reach a second edition ta
realize tbe sigoificatice af this latter fact.
We cannat now attempt eitheraifullmcmoir of
Gaît or an extensive review ai bis works, but
considcring bis cannection wtb Canada and
bis relation to tbe i.terary life oi Sccrtand
'Iris short notice mnay net be out ai place.

John Gat was haro at levine ln Ayrshlre,
May 20d, 1779 He secms as a child ta bave
been ai a somewhat feeble and sensitive con-
stitution, fond aifsmories and given ta rhym-
ing. Hîs education consisted partly ai puyv
aie lessons received at home, and parthy ai
schooling first at Irvine gramniar schaol and
afterwards at Greenock. As a young man
he was placed in the Custom Hanse at
Grecnock, and Ia'r entered the mercantile
office ai Messrs. J. Miller & Co. Aitîougb
regular in bis attendance at the desk, he de-
voted hîs leisure bours ta antaquarian
studies and lterary efforts in probe and
verse.

ln 1Ro4 Ire determined ta try bis fortunes
InLondon and lormed there acommercial con -
nection wlch, tbrongh no fauit af bis, turned
ont very badly. Ater this we find him travel-
ling on the continent, meeting wth Lard
Byron, and in varions ways increasing bis
kenowledge ofi lue and lierature. He con-
sidered many enterprises and finally setthed
down ta a lie ai lterary activity. His first
great snccess seems ta have been tbe
"Ayrsbîre Leiatees," wicb appeared la
Bloeckwoorl's Miýaaine; tbe scores ai letters
whicb composed this stary galned great
popularity, and were tbougbt at first ta bc
Irons the pen af "The Great Unkoown."
We are told that MUr. Blackwood at once
saw and appreciated 'Mr. Galt's peculiar
powers and prevailed open hlm ta work the
ricb original veins whichbcb bad opeoed.
This led ta the publication afII The Annals
ai the Parash," "The Provas,' "Sir An-
drew Wylie," and other wouks too numerous
ta mention.

ln Febrnary, Y 827', bc writes from Quebe
"A copy ai tbe 'Laird' baving come ta
the castie froni the New York publisher,
Lady Dalhousie lent it ta me." II Ilwouhd
seens by the New York papers that the
worlc bas taken there." And in August
af the samne year bc writes frons Guelph,
U.C., and shows imself ta be busy ionnd-
ing an academy, and doing many tbings ai
a practical nature. We must not attempt
ta discuss Galt's relations ta the CanadaCons-
pany and bis work in tis Province. Some
tbink that, as a niatter ai course, a man ai
letters must be onpractical, doamed ta make
a miuddle ai business and ta faui n bis man-
agement ai men. According ta bis biogra-
pher, Gaît made great exertians, and bis en-
ergies were wisely directed for the benefit of
settlers and tbe interests ai tbe Company,
but at last he feil a victîns ta disloyalty and
intrieue. Mr. McTaggart, Saiperintendent ai
theiRideau Canal works, ls quoîed as saying :

"Mr. Gaît deserves great credit for the in-
vention and management ai the Company.
in ibis he bas sbawn a geains that is rarely
excelled. He organized the wboie manage-
ment ai business, and displayed ai that tact
and diplomacy wicb bis superiar talents
quallfv bhlm for in sncb an eminent de-
gree ;" and se on at great lengtb, and witb
varled illustrations. Mr. Crockett says.
Il Gaît is describing bis ana antlthesis, for
be was noa1'Michael Wiley,' but a man af bat
temper, rough tangue and somnewbat over-
bearing, raber than conciliatary disposi-
tion, as the directors oi the Canada Cams-
paoy baà reasan ta knov." II Sach scrlh-
blings wez.~ but ' baira's plails' ta a man
who bad subdned unmapped empires ai
virgin sali, and striven unasbamned with
wild indians and wilder directors af Canada
campanies." Fram Mr. Cracketî's man ai
bat tearper, and dîrectors wilder thau
Indians, what but confusion could arise?
Hawever, whatever May have been the ex-
act state ai the case, we cannot help a strang
feeling ai sorrow vwhen we find this able man
bac.k again in Lindon bankrupt aod amost
broken bearted. Befare hc lefi Guelph the
inhabitants assembied and presentcd an ad-
dress in recognition ai bis valuable services,
signed by 144 beads ai familles. Ten years
laie; aiter mach sufleriag, bc died and was
Interred in the family grave within the new
burying ground ct Greenockr. IlAlter life's
fitini lever be sleeps wel."

hIt s late in the day ta review tbe wrtings
ai John Gaît, but in connection with the re-
publication ai these two stories a few words
may be said con cerning bis position la Scot-

tish literatuire. He was a voluminaus writer ;
ai the close ai the second volume ai bis
autoblography lie gîves a lîst af ail that lie can
remnember ai h ,. pnblisbed warks. Many ai
tbemn are naw forgoîten, but a suflicleat nuni-
ber survives ta make the fortune, ia a iterary
sense, af evea an extraordinary writer ai
fiction. Mr. Crockett opens bis introduction
with the rensark that" Il Gal's crtîcs did
mot assure im wben lie produced ' The Pro.
vost 'that hie was writiag bimself ont, tbey
were untrue ta tIre ancient traditions af their
calling." In ibis wc suspect there is one
word far Gait and t wo for Mr. Crockett ; the
critics do fot accnpy themnselves mnch wltb
Gaît now, but sanomaitbem, rightly or
wrongiv, do tbink that Mr. Crockeit is In
danger ai wriîlng too fast ta do justice ta
himseii, and in ibis îbey ne least psy Mr.
Crac.kett tIre compliment of snppasang bam
ta bave a loity Ideai ai literature as a voca-
tion].

Gaît dld flot regard bis writlngs as
novels, and yet there are many ai thernsibat
cannui be placed la any ather class. - The
Entail ' is a powerfi story ; it is more than
a sketch ai Scottlsh lie and character .li
delîneatian oailis princpal personage it shows
ns tIre workng ai a master passion in a
subtle style worthy ai thre greatest novelisis.
"lThre Annals ai the Parish " and Il The
Provost "are no more novels than M.r.
WNatso's IlBanele1er Bush is a novel.
But it is dafficult ta say exactly wbat tbey
are i tbey werc fmot literaI istary, but rbey
are smaries truc ta life, they do nat btlong ta
the reaims whicb Scott made su peculiarly
bis awn ; they bave not the deep pathos and
paettc lnsight ai Barrie's IlWindow ln
Tflrnms," and they bave none ci the 'I ideal-
ism " wbicb lingers around saine ai an Mac-
larcn's most attractive pîctures. Gai may
be described as a IIreaist " or " naturalist,"
but there Is notbing coarse about bis de-
laneattons of Scottasb laie. E! there Is flot
bovering aronnd bis scenes"I the lighî wbich
never was on sca or land," neither is there
the false, artificial glare whicb is the chief
attraction ai so many modemnstories. Gait's
parîsbI s flot a collection ai men ai genîns,cratical , cynical or mystical, but a number ai
people ai average abilites anel af ardinary
taste. Mr. BaIwbidder the clergyman was
appointed hi' the patron and forced upan
the parisb, but he gradnalhy makes head-
way agahnst dificuties and wns an Influen.
tint posittan by bas gond judgmnt and.moderation " as well as bis sober pieîy.
He is a man for whom we must feel respect,
tbongh bie does flot kindle aur spiritual
entbnsiasm. The stary ai bis l11, raId by i
himisehf, brings before ns a Scotch parisb at
the close af the last century, and shows la
that smushi theatue tht increasIng conflIct
between the aid and the new. While it is
flot a bock ihat viehds the bighest Inspira-
tion, GaIt's 'IAnnaîs ai the Parisb " Is welI
worth reading when sa0ranch ai this kind ai
literature ruas ia "Ilthe falsehond oi ex
tremnes." Scott's clergymen had been so
unsatisiactory ta Preshyterians that Mcab
BaIwhidder-doctar as be was sometimes
calied, tLaough flot ai that degree-"l was
tbongbîta be an impravensent ; hI s flot
likeli' that Dr. Langity would cail hlm

saiatîy,' but there Is an bis character rnncb
that Is noble and strong. If ne wish ta
bave a samlar story told irons the civîc stand-
point we need onlyturato "IThe Provast l'-
a book la wicb James Pawkic tells la short,
simple chapters, how he gai on ia the world,1
servlng bis town and country at tht saie 1
turne as bimsehi, careful flot ta do anything
actualhy dishonest but not very sensitive on
the question of perqoisites. Here wc have
a "6 caany "lScotcbman who, if hie bad been
oi Johnsan's opinion that Il the best pro-
spect in Scotland was the blgb raad ta
Eogland," would probabhy bave become
Lord Mayor ai London. He was content
wiîh a smaller spherc, but displays ai tht
qualities ofa a1 litic " statesmnan or cunig
diplomatist. ifis story takesus back ta tht
days ai smuggling, the press gang, mitai
mobs and atlier tbangs wbactu hbeinng un" Il h
Rond aid days." This a bnati fwarily
wisdomn, and James Pawkie Is as wisc as a
serpent if nat always as harmless as a dove.
la readlng bis autablagraphy ve long for
bighcr principles and laitier ideals, but we
bave ta admit tbat, as a man ai the eagb-
teenth century, he rendered efficient service
ta tht commuatydn whIch bis lot was cast.

"«Tht Last oithe Lairds." is a story ai a
dflerent oxder ; it is niai ficlal and con-
tatas more ai caricature and burlesque.
There s stilî a sad attiactian about the aId
laird, tht last raember ai a decaying race,
andeven bis discourses on poltical ecannomi,
tbough in danger af becoming wearîsome,
are, on tht whole, amuslng. We conclude
then that in these days wben so inani' at-
tempts are msade in curreat lterature ta
portray Scttish life and character, thase vho
haçe leisore for sncb studies mav profitably 1
rend a few ai the more Important works oi
John Gait aud consîder lis contributons ta
that great subject.-
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T. James iii. 1 18. IK Mati. Xii. 22-37. Th.
1 mOV. lit. 13-20.. 14 l'faV. Vii. 1-21. S. Puai'. via.
22-30-. a&, '. 'ruv. ix, t-ah.

%Vlsat the 1 destructive vices' are whacla tie
Internaîaunai Lesson Cmmitece discoverecl an tlais
portion ai ibe Word. dots tnot appear very olivious
yet uni>uLte.l!Y a careful exAmnia1ýa .s the teXL
w:tI showi that th.e tuuL, aL t lasL t l adsaýc as
iaithflhy warned againsi. Ont of the irait
striking tbings in tIrat famiiar chapter, the rft.
third ai Isaiah, is the confession"I we bave turard
cYri' ane Io ir ow. wsp-acnfession which
indicates tIrai the chaice af aur owp,: iray is the
aura and substance of ait wrang-doiog. Sa hete
tIre saine thougbt is wrougbt.out. Frt ai ahI, the
right way as coanmended, risen the wrong way as
curidemneit and mte ught way again entoudedt.

I. The Right Way Oomxnended
aned lfnforcad.-This way is summued tat
in a siegle word, the way ai "a undeustandirug.'
Wbcn we recail tIre upening cha,aLerî ai ibgs tauk

eate thc aavitaituals ,ut wadumanaudfuiliy are
dweît upon, and especaally thast wonde. -4. char-
acteizaîlan ai wisdam given us an thre igbth
chapter, it btips US ta undeusta id wbat the wise
man means latre by 44urderstaradn? " We rrad
etsewbere tIrat«' the sear ri G>d is thte'lsgintaing
ai wisdom," 50 that tIre way oi nnderstanding is
tht way ai God. WVe eniér tan that way by
suirendering aurselves ta Hlm ana henceiorth
learnixrg wisdom irans Han. Tht way whîch Irc-
gins in tht icar ai the Lord, then, is the way ai
understanding. This way is consmended becatase
ai tht camfin and consolation the possession af
"understanding " britig-it as a"Il well-spning of

tlci unaam tbat lbainai," white tse totty af tihe
fool as declared ta prove a scourage ta is pas-
sessor. Tht chief benefit dwehî upon as the effect
wbicb Ilunderstanding"I will have tapin our
words, causing thens ta be pleasant. because spring-
ing irans a heari and lips fillIed witb heavenhy
wisdomn ; words sncb as these cannat put prove a
belp ta bath body' and soul. Theri passing alang
ta thte3Pst verse wt find other beneflts promised
as spranginz:fiira tht way of tunderstandirîg.
There is lengib ai days-'" The hoary bead lis a
crowna aigory-it shalbc louait] intht way ai
righteousness." Hz1w alta tIre nise man insis
upon thetfact tIrai bloody and decetint men sîtal
ual lave out hall tIroir days. tere as the attaîn-
ment o! a character truly great ;"-lHe ihat ruleth
bais spirit as better ibm Ire tIrat taketh a cay.' and
besi o a aIlatheis tht assurance of aIre averrulang
providence ai God watching over us, su ihiat aven
tht whole dispisicg ai tIre latisj:oa the Lord.
Suitly there is a stiong case mnade outfi ttait

way ai understanding."
II. The Wrong Way Gondemnied.

-But tbaugb tht advaniages ai tht right way
stem so5 obvions, it is not the way nIricIr seemeth
goud unto a main. " Ve love ta chnose ansd sce
thre way"-ind, alas, the cnd thereof is tht ways ai
deatb. To" alur awn way " aur appetiies urge
us. Tis seems ta hc the force ai verse 26.
Il Tht desire ai bis that laboreib. laboreth for
bimnstf" II . e. for selif-grati ficatian), aa bis nsoutb
craveth it of hlm," lilce the south ai a buogry
man for food. Vet tht end as 'Iîhe ways of death."
For note tht downwaud pragucs-the uogodly
mani, the iroward man, tIre vaolent ma, the man
dctermined ta bring eval ta pios (meditaion and
lips comptcssed witIr deteurinaion). Tt
ungodîy man loves cvii for lts own sake, but lias
cvilis aseli'tuntained. su ta speak. The tfuwatd
man lts his own evil actions svouk bars ta others.
it is warthy ai note that aigain it is tht influence
ai the wrourg way, upon our wards whacba as dwvelt
tapona. Let us not forget the nords ai One wbo
said, IIBy ihy words thou shalt bc jusa'afiei and by
thy words shalt thon bc condeneai."lTht violent
mnan gots a step fariber and enlaces cathers ta do
cvii, tradîig thora mO', a " WaY whach as tnut
good." But the climax is reached when a man is
described as so,.vholy given aver ta, wrong-doinç!
that bc " shuis bits cycs ta devise frowatd tnangs,
and " cumplstsarg lias11, La "098rngacvl ta Pasa.
There is no promise in ibis way Tht end ibere-
ai is tht ways of dtatb, no hoary Iread, n self.
subjugation. no enjoyment ai tht watcbmuh care ai
the Eternal. Who ai us would nat chouse the
"6way ai understaadirg"I rather than "ltht way
wbicb scemeth right ta ourstives ' Vet restas-
ber, that jarst because the wuong way dots so ap.
peal ta thteriatural haut, we have nccd oi God s
ghece tIse we îsball neveu bc fiound walking inttrigbt way, tht way that lcadett upward ta
God, rather than downwxard to dtatb. Lct us
eaaotstiy scela that glacc, &Inceia itu ner tbc
denied ta any Who seeks with al bis bcart.


