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M R. JOHN CHARLTON is one of the very
few members of Assembly that the

Supreme Court is always sure to welcome with a
hearty round of applause. Perhaps the Assembly
honours him all the more for the enemies he ba-,
m adec.

W HEN the panic about " murder for insurance
money " dies out, rational people will be-

gin to ask if a tree or a weight in a defective ete-
vator may flot fait just as readily on a min with a
high insurance on his life, as upon a man who car-
ries no insurance.

REV. R. P. MAcKAY, Foreign Mission Secret-
Rarv invites ail who desire asupply of Foreign

Mission Reports for ceistribution in congregations
or socicties, to apply within two weeks, stating the
nîîrnber wanted. "It would be well, he says, «'if a
c0py were placed in every family in the church, but
ilhere is no use in printing, if they are flot wanted.
Tl;ey will be sent gladly in any quantities, simply
ai express chiarges."

M R. DALTON McCARTHY thinks one ca nMhardly fail to notice that the Lord Chan-
cellor of England, when hearing the Manitoba
appeal, made some remarks and observations which
showed he was influenced by considerations which
did flot appear a% part of the case. Quite likely
the counsel on the other side failed to notice any-
thing of the kind. In court, as everywhere else, it
makes some difference wvhose ox is gcred.

MR. JOHfN CAMERON, who, by the way,Mis becoming a more and more useful mcmn-
ber of Assembly, recently said in an excellent
paper on the "' Pulpit and the Press " that he would
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Tç'IIE poorest thing the General Assembly did,i
was to cati the attention of the Synoe of Tor-

on to and Kingtston to the fact that an eider had1
been moderator of the Pre.sbytery of Whitby.
The Synod knew that already ; it also1
knew that an eider had been moderator
of the Presbytery of Owen Sou nd. If the Supreme
Court had no time to discuss the question, it should
have said so. Let there be no more criticism about
the iniquity of politicians when they send trouble-
some questions from the Dominion Parliament to
the Local Legislatures and back again.

T HE sensationat report of last week that the
authorities of Rome, through Cardinal

Somnebody, influenced the Privy Council in its de-
cisior. on the Manitoba schoot question is unthink-
able rubbish. That the Hierarchy would be will-
ing enough to try goes without saying ; that they
did try in any direct way is flot likely. To say
tbey coutd succeed if thcy tried is simp'y to libel
the highest tribunal in the Empire. There is no-
thing safe in the greatest empire of modern Chris-
tendom if the Privy Council can be influenced by
a Romish pretate. It would be well for rational
people to dismiss any such suspicion from their
minds.

NiOST earnestly do we urge our readers to
Mkeep as cool on the Manitoba school

ques!bon as the weather witl permit. This talk
about a " crisis " at Ottawa among the politicians
should not deceive anybod y. There will be no
"éci isis " there or anywhere cise. At ail events there
will be no "Icrisis " that witt tead anybody to give up
bis office if he can hold on to it, or lead anybody
to keep out of office if he can get in. The people
of this country should have more steadiness, more
common sense, than to take seriously, sensationat
talk about a "'crisis." Behind ail the scheming at
Ottawa, there is the cool hcad and steady hand of
John Bull.

THERE is too much reason to fear that theTfinal outcome of the agitation about religi-
ous teaching in the schools will be schools without
any religious teaching. Wearied and disgusted by
continuai strife, the people may arise in their might
and say: " This agitation is hurting the country
in many ways-we'il stop it by ' obiiteratirrg' al1
trace of religion from the schools." Manitoba had
a narrow escape f rom pure secularismn in public
education, and we may be nearer it in Ontario than
we think. One thing is absolutely certain. When
Protestants have banished, every trace of reliaion
from the schools and the very name of God from
their school books, Roman Càtholics will go on
teaching their chitdren the same as ever.

Acorrespondent, cvidentty familiar with the
AXfact as to the opium trade with China,
wrîres us with respect to the forced treaty on this
matter, which the Royal Commissioi in its report
says that the Chinese Emperor has no desire to ter-
minate, although he has the power to do so. The
treaty referred to is " The Cheefoo Agreement or
Convention." He adds: "This was signed in
February, 187 5, bY the Chinese and English pleni-
potentiaries, but was not ratified by the Imperial
Parliament tilt nine years later- (during which

pcrodChnee ony ad bee --- nfit!ing our-India

by no means a restriction of the import trade.
One clause of the Tein-tsin Treaty agrees that it
shahl be revised every ten years, but that the rule
('f revision slzould flot apply Io opium ; a strange fact
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remains to be explaincd, which is, why SO calted
Christian England, shou1d, in Junt' 1858, force the
Chinese to admit opium (practically for ail tinile,
since the opium clause could not be reviscd), and
then in Auçiust of the same year, consent tO si9ýI-
treaty with Japan, a big country, but a short dis-
tance to thne East, ini which opium was contraband,
and has so remained to the present timne? The
above I think will show clearty to any careful read*
er that China is sadly handicapped in her stru.ggle
for liberty and freedom, unless the terms of agreeý

men ae iferent to-day from the above çag
ment which existcd in 1892."

TH-E J/Il .VIT-jl8A SCUJOOL (2UES r/O.V.

HIS was rcally the onty subject debated in the
T Assembly that called into fuît exerci .eqCor
nearly full exercise, the intellectual skill and srnt
of those who took part in it. The fact that ahlOS0t
every Synod of the ecclesiasticil bo lies that havec
of late been meeting have pronounccd on that
matter in some form, fully ju itified Dr. Cave" 5

position of the competcncy and duty of the ChLlrch
in its corporate capacity to pass upon it, or agaiaS
those who proposed to say nothing. The nfeil-
ous amendments to his motion showed unmistak,
ably the keenness of feeling upon it, and the diverl
sity within certain lin es of that feeling. The
speech of the doctor in opening the discussionl wa 5

a masterly one, travcrsing questions with whichhe
is perfectly famitiar, and laying down and 19'
pounding principles with which his name has i'
come identified in his dealing with similar great
public questions. Lt cvidently took the AsserlY
from the first, not onty because of the prmnciples,1(
enunciated, but because of its clcar dec1aratiOn
somnething that should be donc. The ReV. 0
Grant in supportir'g bis amendment was alSo 0"
ground with which he is perfectly famil jar, and~
ably supported ore of his main contentiOflSth
substance of which is found in the motion WhlCh
carried, namely that by a full investigation Of the
whole case by the Dominion, authoritiessfi
com mon ground might be found, whereby a haPPI
solution of the difficulty which has arisen fnight
be arrivcd at without the autonomy of Maflitota
being intcrfered with, or the recognition of reli-
gion in the teaching of the common schois being
abandoned. Both of these principles wcre evid'
ently dear to the Assembly. a

Dr. Bryce spoke with ample knôwledge, and
presented with great force the argument for tO"'
interference from th.- Manitoba point of vieW, a
his arguments beyond doubt told powerfu)iy tUPo',
the minds of delegates. The Rcv. Dr. 1011g9
speech was a strong arraigrinnt of the cvil Of 'a
purely secular systcm of education, and an1
against taking any stcps which might lead to whot
they ha 1 in Manitoba made a narrow ebcape frai"'
namcly secular education pure and simple, a dangert
from which they were flot even yet whoily free.

One thing the Assembly was clear and ail bt
united upon, that was in its opposition to separate
schools«in any shape, and the differences of Opinl3,
as to the thing aimed at, weie really not so great a-
the numbcr of amendments and the strong speeches
made might at first sight indicate. it waS ac'
cordingly to be expected, that what Dr. Maclafen
suggestcd would take place, the appointmnent Of a
committee to endeavour, in view of the whole
situation, to prepare a re-olutior, or resoluliofll5 ' ol

which the wholc Asscmbly could agree.

poFed to the extension of this system in Caflaau


