416

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

~—~—PUBLISHED BY THE———

Dresbyterian Printing & Publisbing Co., L.
AT 5 JORDAN STREET, - TORONTO

Terms: Two Dollars Per Annum, Payable in Advance.

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may commence at any time during the year.

SUBSCRIPTIONS are understood as continuing from year to year, unless
orders zxre.givcn to the contrary. This is in accordance with the
general wish of subscribers,

TO MAKE PAYMENT. The printedaddresslabelon your papercontains

a date, which indicates the time up to which payment has been made.

The money for renewal of subscriptions should be forwarded as early
as possible after that date.

REMITTANCES should be made direct to us by Postoflice, or Express,

oney Order, orin a Registered letter.  If none of these precautions
be observed, the money is at the risk of the sender. Local Cheques
should not be sent unless at par in Toronto. Write names very
plainly. Give the Postotfice address with every order.

RECEIPTS. We do not send receipts for subscriptions unless the request
is accompanied with stamp, The change of date on your label wil
indicate within two weeks that the remittance was reccived,

CHANGES OF ADDRESS. When a change of address is ordered gboth
the new and the old address must be given, and notice sent one week
before the change is desired.

ORDERS TO DISCONTINUE should always be sent direct to usby letter
or postal card, Do not return a paper with something written on the
margin, To do so is contraré' to law, and unintelligible to the
publishers, Accompany the order with payment of arrearages.

ADVERTISING RATES. Under 3 months, 15 cents per line per inser-
tion ; 3 months, $1 perline ; 6 months, $1.75 per line ; 1 year, $3. No
advertisement charged at less than five lines. None other than
unohjectionable advertisements taken,

{ COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED ©
The Presbyterian Printing and Publishing Co., Ltd.,
5 Jordan St., Zoronto.

The Canada Lresbyterian

C. BLAckETT RoBINSON, MANAGER.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26TH, 1895.

R. JOHN CHARLTON is one of the very

few members of Assembly that the

Supreme Court is always sure to welcome with a

hearty round of applause. Perhaps the Assembly

honours him all the more for the enemies he has
made. :

HEN the panic about * murder for insurance

money ” dies out, rational people will be-

gin to ask if a tree or a weight in a defective ele-

vator may not fall just as readily on a man with a

high insurance on his life, as upon a man who car-
ries no insurance.

ary invites all who desire asupply of Foreign
Mission Reports for cistribution in congregations
or societies, to apply within two weeks, stating the
number wanted. It would be well,” he says, “if a
copy were placed in every family in the church, but
there is no use in printing, if they are not wanted.
They will be sent gladly in any quantities, simply
at express charges.”

R. DALTON McCARTHY thinks one can
hardly fail to notice that the Lord Chan-
cellor of England, when hearing the Manitoba
appeal, made some remarks and observations which
showed he was influenced by considerations which
did not appear as part of the case. Quite likely
the counsel on the other side failed to notice any-
thing of the kind. In court, as everywhere else, it
makes some difference whose ox is gered.

——

R. JOHN CAMERON, who, by the way,

is becoming a more and morc useful mem-

ber of Assembly, recently said in an excellent

paper on the * Pulpit and the Press ” that he would

like to see the pulpit more generally optimistic in

its tone. “ Pessimism,” said Mr, Cameron, ““is of the

Devil. Optimism is of God. Optimism is hope

and hope is healing.” There are not many things

that the pulpit needs more to keep in mind these
days than that Pessimismis ot the Devil.

HRINCIPAL GRANT should try his well-
[ known persuasive powers on some of his
clerical neighbours and seeif he cannot make them
alittle more careful in the use of the Engli-hlangu-
age. Not long ago a high Romish Prelate, of the
Limestone city made a terrific onslaught on the
Public Scheols of Ontario. Many people said, of
course, that the attack was from Rome. But the
other day an Episcopal clergyman surpassed even
the Archbishop in denouncing the schools that this
province pays so much to support. This school
agitation seems to unbalance a great many people.
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HE poorest thing the General Assembly did,
Twas to call the attention of the Synoc of Tor-
onto and Kingtston to the fact that anelder had
been moderator of the Presbytery of Whitby.

The Synod knew that already; it also
knew that an eclder had been moderator
of the Presbytery of Owen Sound. If the Supreme

Court had no time to discuss the question, it should
have said so. Let there be no more criticism about
the iniquity of politicians when they send trouble-
some questions from the Dominion Parliament to
the Local Legislatures and back again.

HE sensational report of last week that the
authorities of Rome, through Cardinal
Somebody, influenced the Privy Council in its de-
cision on the Manitoba school question is unthink-
able rubbish. That the Hierarchy would be will-
ing enough to try goes without saying ; that they
did try in any direct way is not likely. To say
they could succeed if they tried is simp'y to libel
the highest tribunal in the Empire.  There is no-
thing safe in the greatest empire of modern Chris-
tendom if the Privy Council can be influenced by
a Romish prelate. It would be well for rational
people to dismiss any such suspicion from their

minds.

OST earnestly do we urge our readers to
‘N keep as cool on the Manitoba school
question as the weather will permit. This talk
about a “crisis” at Ottawa among the politicians
should not deceive anybody. There will be no
“crisis ” there or anywhere else. At all events there
will be no “crisis ” that will lead anybody to give up
his office if he can hold on to it, or lead anybody
to keep out of office if he can get in.  The people
of this country should have more steadiness, more
common sense, than to take seriously, sensational
talk about a “ crisis.”  Behind all the scheming at
Ottawa, there is the cool head and steady hand of
Joha Bull.

HERE is too much reason to fear that the
final outcome of the agitation about religi-
ous teaching in the schools will be schools without
any religious teaching. Wearied and disgusted by
continual strife, the people may arise in their might
and say: “ This agitation is hurting the country
in many ways—we’ll stop it by ‘¢ obliterating’ all
trace of religion from the schools.” Manitoba had
a narrow escape from pure secularism in public
education, and we may be nearer it in Ontario than
we think. One thing is absolutely certain. When
Protestants have banished, every trace of religion
from the schools and the very name of God from
their school books, Roman Caitholics will go on
teaching their children the same as ever.

correspondent, evidently familiar with the
fact as to the opium trade with China,
writes us with respect to the forced treaty on this
matter, which the Royal Commissioa in its report
says that the Chinese Emperor has no desire to ter-
minate, although he has the power to doso. The
treaty referred to is ““ The Cheefoo Agreement or
Convention.” He adds: “ This was signed in
February, 1875, by the Chinese and English pleni-
potentiaries, but was not ratified by the Imperial
Parliament till nine years later” (during which
period Chinese money had been filling our Indian
wreasury to the tune of about $35,000,000). It
was so artfully arranged that if from any reason it
falls through the odious Tien-tsin Treaty of 1858
comes into immediate operation. Rule 5of the
agreement made in pursuance of Article 26 of this
treaty, enacted regarding certain commodities
heretofore contraband, and is as follows :—* The
restrictions (total) affecting trade in opium
are relaxed, under the following conditions : opium
will henceforth pay thirty taels per pecul, import
duty ; the importer will scll it only at the port ; it
will be carried into the interior by Chinese
only, and as Chinese property, the foreign trader
will not be allowed to accompany it’ From this
clause it will be seen that China cannot free her-
self, for if she violates the Cheefoo agreement the
above clausc immediately comes into force, and is
by no means a restriction of the import trade.
One clause of the Tein-tsin Treaty agrees that it
shall be revised every ten ycars, but tkat the rule
of revision should not apply to oprum ; a strange fact
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remains to be explained, which is, why so Ca]li‘de
Christian England, should, in June 1858, force .te
Chinese to admit opium (practicaliy for all tlmd'
since the opium clause could not be revised), ana
then in August of the same year, consent t0 5‘g§'5_
treaty with Japan, a big country, but a short &
tance to the East, in which opium was cmztrﬂl’{’lf’hé
and has so remained to the present time? 4
above I think will show clearly to any careful "eai es
er that China is sadly handicapped in her strugs -
for liberty and freedom, unless the terms of agree‘
ment are different to-day from the above arrang
ment which existed in 1892.”

THE MANITOBA SCHOOL QUES'/‘/O-V'

HIS was really the only subject debated in the
Assembly that called into full exercise, B
nearly fullexercise, the intellectual skill and streﬂgtt
of those who took part in it. The fact that almo®
every Synod of the ecclesiastical bo lies that havé
of late been meeting have pronounced on th3
matter in some form, fully justiied Dr. Caven®-
position of the competency and duty of the Chur¢
in its corporate capacity to pass upon it, or agams’
those who proposed to say nothing. The numer_
ous amendments to nis motion showed unmista®”
ably the keenness of feeling upon it, and the d“""e
sity within certain lines of that feeling. Th
speech of the doctor in opening the discussion Wae
a masterly one, traversing questions with whiCh'h_
is perfectly familiar, and laying down and ex’
pounding principles with which his name has be
come identified in his dealing with similar gref
public questions. It evidently took the Assembx
from the first, not only because of the princip.lesl
enunciated, but because of its clcar declaration ©
something that should be done. The Rev. Dr.
Grant in supporting his amendment was also on
ground with which he is perfectly familiar, 3
ably supported ore of his main contentions,! h
substance of which is found in the motion Wh‘ce
carried, namely that by a full investigation of th
whole case by the Dominion. authorities, sof
common ground might be found, whereby a ha?‘;‘t
solution of the difficulty which bhas arisen mi 2
be arrived at without the autonomy of ManitoD
being interfered with, or the recognition of f?"'
gion in the teaching of the common schools being
abandoned. Both of these principles were evi%”
ently dear to the Assembly. d
Dr. Bryce spoke with ample knowledge, 3"
presented with great force the argument for ﬂo"(i
interference from th: Manitoba point of view, 3"
his arguments beyond doubt told powerfully UP%
the minds of delegates. The Rev. Dr. King
speech was a strong arraignment of the evil of 3
purely secular system of education, and wa\l'“‘“t
against taking any steps which might lead to wh?
they hai in Manitoba made a narrow escape ffomr’
namely secular education pure and simple, a dang®
from which they were not even yet wholly free. t
One thing the Assembly was clear and all b“e
united upon, that was in its opposition to separ? t
schoolsin any shape, and the differences of opini©
as to the thing aimed at, we:e really not so great as
the number of amendments and the strong speech€
made might at first sight indicate. It was 3
cordingly to be expected, that what Dr. Maclafe”
suggested would take place, the appointment O e
committee to endeavour, in view of the who .
situation, to prepare a re-olution, or resolutions, @
which the whole Assembly could agree.

Late in the evening of Wednesday the 19“3
the committee on resolutions appeared and 3"
nounced that it had come to a satistactory deciS'f’"'
Principal Caven read and moved the followin&
resolution : *“ The General Assembly, having P
its attention called to the difficulties which hav®
arisen in thz Province of Manitoba in connectio”
with the matter of public education resolves i—(1)
That it belongs to the State to sce that the peoPle
receive such a measure of education as shall quahfy
them for the ordinary duties of citizenship. | od
Whilst the duty of giving definite and detail t
religious teaching must rest above all on the pare”
and the church, yet the system of public instructio®
should be based” upon and pervaded by the prif
ciples of Christianity, and should give distinct pla¢
to the reading of the scriptures and prayer. (3) T er
General Assembly does not regard the system
Separate Schools with favour, and is strongly op”
posed to the extension of this system in Canac®



