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latter have only recently been sent out,
their zealous efforts have met with great
Success. Not omly have alarge number
Of the natives accepted Christ as thelr

eemer, not only do they endeavour to
live a life in accordance with the precepts

.Of the Bible, but some of them have be-

tome teachers, and thus do we see that
Formosa 15 rapidly becoming a Christian
Island. From Formosa, we sail over to
'Hong Kong, where we board one of the
Bteamers plying between this island and
Australia. Arriving at Sydney, Austral-
la, we change vessels once more, for the
New Hebrides Islands, rendered memorable
in missjonary aunals by the martyrdom
ot Williamﬂ, Harris and the Gordons. Well
may Eromnn.ga, the principal island  of
the group, be called Eromanga, “the
l‘°0d-stained," for here on this island
the nobje Willlams, the patient and zeal-
Ous Harris, the earnest Gordons, husband,
Wife anq brother were all ruthlessly slain
by the natives. iesion work is mnow
:’(:'Ospering under' the Rev. H. A. Robert-
M. Bfate is under the able direction
of Rev, Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie, and Santo,
Under that of the Rev. Mr. and Mrs.

Annangq,
It :’Ve now turn our face towards India.
8 necessary to return to NSydney, and
rom there we set sail around the north
foast, of Australia, through the Torres
ﬁt““t, Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea,
Ually landing at Bombay, India, from
::hence we go by rail to Indore, the
'St missionary station—established in
877—in our Central India Mission. Rev.
Mr. ana Mys, Wilkie, Dr. Marion Oliver,
T. Margaret O’Hara, the Misses Sin-
®lair, ang McWilliams, are in charge of
the mission in this large city of Indore,
inhabited by some 83,000 people. Mhow,
S0me thirteen miles south of Indore, is
® second mission station established. It

s Under the able management of Rev. Mr.
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USsel, Dr. Fraser, and Miss Irabella Ross,
®emuch, the most northerly station, is
Where the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson, Rev.
T. Jamjeson and Miss Jamieson, are la-
OUring so earnestly; though Mr. and
a.]m' Wilson are at present away in Can-
& on furlough. Rutlam and Ujjain are
® other mission stations in the charge
Tespectively of Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Camp-
ell, Dr. and Mrs. Buchanan. After visit-
U8 these various stations in India, we
turn ¢4 Bombay, where we board a steam-
®r bounq for Joppa, on the coast of Pal-
tine, Crossing the Arabian Sea, we
®Uter the Strait of Bab el Mandeb:pass
Tough the Red Ses and Suez canal into
the Mediterranean, and up the coast of
Palestine to Joppa, once the great port
of Jerucatem. Froxu there we travel by rail
0 Jerusalem, the holy eity of the Jews,
obe of the great historical cities of the
WOrld. The salvation of the Jews 18
Promiged, and the promise Is beginning
%0 be tulfilled in the mission of Dr. and
TS. Webster, whom cur Church have sent
08t to Jerusalem, and of other Christian
Wissionaries who are labouring among
he Jews.

Returning to Joppa, on. -the coast, we
*0gage our Lerths In a large steamer sail-
Ing through the Mediterranean Sea,
the Strait of Gibraltar, out into the Atlan-
te. Atter a voyage of some days, we
arrive a¢ Liverpgol, the great port of

Mersey, with its miles and miles of
]Wk& Here, we have no difficulty in find-
1% some vessel sailing for Trinidad, the
lagt missionary station in our route. Af-
®F our long sail across the ocean Wwe
are met at Tunapuna, the principal mis-
8lon station of Trinidad, by Rev. Mr.and

TS. Morton and Miss Blackadder. The

th‘lcational work in Trinidad, that of
¢ boarding schoo! for girls, and other

?hoom and the college, are well worthy
Ht Wention and excite our deep interest.
a the other mission sta-

tioying visited
Ong, we goon say farewell to Trinidad
;nd set out on the homeward voyage to
hew York, from whence we return home
¥ rail to Toronte. . .
Such a tour through the various mis-
Slon stations of the Presbyterian Church
t; highly instructive, not only in that
in ;Cenes presented excite the Interest, but
that they are associated with the pro-
Bress of the Gospel. [Che greatness of
mie lissionary field, the weliare of the
‘m.““i-!mﬂries, and of those to whom they
a, Mister, must needs furnish food for long
04 deep meditation and interest.
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THE CANADA RRESBYTERIAN.

THE TEACHING OF THE CONFES-
SION OF FAITH ON THE
DOCTRINE OF HOLY
SCRIPTURE.

Fditor Canada Presbyterian :

Rir,—We deprecate at this stage any
public discussion of Professor Campbell’s
case, which is in the hands of men com-
petent and trustworthy, whose personal
reggrd for the Professor will be suf.icient
security against anything unkind or
harsh, and whose fidelity ta truth and to
ordination vows may assure the fearful
that no concession will be made to the
dread spirit of umbelief, the chill shadow
of whose wings dims the bright beams
of the Sun of righteousness. Leaving the
judicial aspects ol the case with confi-
dence in the hands of the brethren of the
Presbytery of Moutreal, there are certain
general questions raised in the issue up-
on which it may be well for the Church
to ponder, to tha end-that all may discern
between those things which ¢ minister
questionings rather than a dispensation
of God which is in faith, and those which
edify ; and to know more fully how to
*prove the spirits, whether they are of
God.” To one or two of thewe questions

it is our purpose to direct attention, and.

in doing so we shall assume the spirit
of the enquirer rather than that of the
dogmatist.

Whether the teaching of the ¢ Confes-
sion of Faith” be true in whole or in
part, is a question, that may admit of
discussion, but is not pertinent at this
juncture : the system of doctrine formu-
lated therein is donfessedly that whieh
the Presbyterian Church has said it
finds ‘* either expressly set down in
Scripture, or by good and necessary con-
sequence deduced therefrom”; and logi-
cally the first enquiry as to any tenet
taught from Presbyterian pulpit or
chair must be, Is such in accord with the
accepted declaration. The Confession
may be wrong—neither its framers nor
its subseribers have ever maintained its
absoiute infallibility--but certainly we
must be assured that it needs correction
ere manifest departure therefirom is vo be
justified ; meanwhile, we must be assured,
whether in any case there has been a
departure, for manifestly while in a
confession a doctrine may be stated that
‘by good and necessary comsequence may
be deduced from Scripture,’ it is not by
any means 30 clear that the Church can
demand from subscribers to that Con-
fession what in the opinion of even a
majority ‘ may by good and necessary
consequence be deduced from™ it. The
Cenfession is a statement of what  we
understand the Seriptures to teach; what
the Confession itself teaches must be ‘ ex-
pressly set down™ therein; deductions
therefrom ¢ by good and necessary con-
sequence’’ cannot be binding unless we
are prepared to exalt the Confession to an
equality with the Seriptures of which it
is but an exposition.

The part of the Confession af.ected
by those ‘casvs wnich have been before
the Church courts of our brethren of the
United States, and that whieh is now

appearing before wurselves, Is the
chapter which ranks first, and is up-
on ‘‘The Holy Secriptures.” No chap-

ter from among the whole thirty-three
shows marks ol greater care in the pre-
paration, or of more mature wisdom in
the positions laid down; and we are per-

suaded that a patient study of its
statements both in the light of its own
history, and in its application to the
questions of the present day, will with
God’s blessing Jdo very much - towards
settling thought, atrengthen'ng faith,
preserving peace, and keeping all in

that frame of temper regarding which

Bonar sings :—
¢ All truth is calm, refuge and rock and
tower ; .
The more oi truth the more of calm,
its calmness {8 its power.”
We purpose to this end one or two
brief studies on this wise and pre-em-
inently Protestant chapter.
One marked characteristic of this
chapter is its avoidance of all theoriz-

ing. It has been
question of Inspiration was not prom-
inently before the Westminster divines,
as it is before us to-day, and therefore,
that their deliverance is inadequate.
We venture to assert the contrary, that
the framers were fully alive to the im-
portance of the fact that certain writ-
ings were ‘ given by imspiration oi God,’
and to the extreme danger of theorizing
thereon; and we humbly conceive that
theologians to-day would be wiser did
they emulate the fathers of the Con-
fession in that particular. ‘“ The wind
bloweth where it listeth, amd thou
hearest the voice thereof, but know-
est not whence it cometh and whither
it goeth.”” Thus with those men who
spake from God, belng moved by the Ho-
ly Spirit. fheories regarding inspir-
ation, verbal, plenary, suggestive, su-
perintendent, are matters of liberty and
of diiference within the limit o. the stan-
dards so long as the faet remains ccmfesse'd,
given by inspiratiom of God.” The schoolx
may differ as to the method deduced
from the Confession; the fact only is ex-
pressly set dowmn, and an honest acknow -
ledgment of chat fact is all the Church
can consistenvly require.

Again ; these Holy Scriptures are giv-
en *‘to be the rule ol faith and.doctrine”
“sufficlent t¢ 2ive that knowledge of
God and of His will, which is necessary
unto salvation,” containing in express
terms, or glving .he principles from
which may be validly deduced ‘‘the whole
counsel of God coancerning all  things
necessary for His owi glory, man’ssal-
vation, faith aud lite.”” The -scope of in-
spiration in the Sc¢riptures is thus in-
dicated ; and these statements may lead
us safely through the perplexities of
what is debated a3 to the so-called er-
rancy of Seripture. fhe moving of the
Holy Spirit was i matters pertaining
to faith and 1life, ecucerning all things
necessary as tu God’s glory and man’'s sal-
vation. Assuming. for the moment,
that errors In matters of fact should e
found, that woiuld ot affect the doe-
trine of inspiration as limited by the
Confession’s chapter, and which chap-
ter, no doubt, waz .n the elder Hodge's
mind when he wrote (Systematic Theol-
ogy, Vol. I, . 170) ¢ No same man would
deny that the Partlenon was built of
murble, even if here and there specks of
sandstone should be detected in its strue-
ture.”

The Church will be wise,in our op-
inion, if her c¢hildren turn their atten-
tion ernestly and patiently to a renew-
ed study of this first chapter of her re-
cognized staidards, Lo its teachings with
their limitations; we shall find no sur-
er guide in perplexities that may arise,
nor more Dbreadth vision congisteut
with acceptance of the Word of God,
than these wise presentations of the
Westminster divines. We may have more
to say on this important matter; mean-
while let us distingulsh between the ac-
knowledgment of & fact, and the holding
of a theory as to that fact; keep clear-
ly in mind the end for which inspiration
was given; and avold all appeal to pre-
judice or tradition, keeping ever in mind
that the ‘ Supreme Jadge, by which all
controversies of religlon are to be de-
termined, can be n¢ uther than the Ho-
ly Spirit speaking in the Scripture.”
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Many a woman will pass for elegant
in a ball-room, or even at a court draw-
ing-rodm, whose want ol true breeding
would become evident in a chosen com-
pany.—lLeigh Hunt.

asserted that the

ot

The same dew, which sometimes on
the buds was wont to swell like round
and orient pearls, stood now within the
pretty floweret’s eyes, like tears that
did their own disgrace bewall.—Shakies-
peare.

Because half a dozén grasshoppers un-
der a fern make the fleld ring with thelr
importunate chink, whilst thousands of
great cattle, reposing beneath the shade
of the British oak, chew the cud und are
silent, pray do not imagine that. those
who make the noise are the only inhabi-
tants of the field.—Burke.

Christian Enbeabo‘r.

THE BLESSEDNESS OF GIVING.

REV. W. S. M'TAVISH, R.D., ST. GEORGE -

August 6.—Acts 20: 25 ; Luke 6 33-38.

I. The blessedness of giving I8 seen
first, in the fact, that asZndividuals, we
might reasonably expect to ‘enjoy a
greater measure of temporal prosperity.
This may seem a aomewhat sordid view
of the matter, but the Bible frequently
calls our attention t it (Prov. 6: 9; Mal.
3:10, 111; Luke 6: 38). ‘Dhe Lord will
be no man’s debtor. It is a ‘well-known
fact that some of the world’s greatest
benefactors learned to give liberally be-
cause they found that God bfessed them *®
in proportion as they gave. A few
Yyears ago Mr. Thomas Kane, of Chicaigo,
publishea a pamphlet on the subject of
giving, and in that he says, ‘My bellef
is, that God blesses im temporal as well
as in spiritual things, a san who hon-
ours Him by sétting apart a stated por-
tion of his Income to Mis service. I hawe
never known an exception. Have you 2
Though that question was submitted to
five or six ‘milllon perasons, he had learned
of no exception worthy of the mame, but
he received thousands of testimonles In
support of his position. ‘The late Mr.
W. E. Dodge learned to give liberally
because he found that God iprospered him
in giving. Speaking of the day in his
early life when he gave his first contri-
bution for the support of missions, he
sald, ‘From that day it seemed as i:
everything Itouched prospered.’

We would, moreover, enjoy a richer
measure of peace, happiness and satisfac-
tion if we gave according to God’s direc-
tions. ‘The liberal soul shall be made
fat, (Prov. 19: 17; Ps. 41:1; II.Cor. 9,
7; Isa. 58: 10). The same thought is
beautifully expressed by the poet: “The
heart grows rich in giving.’ Georg: W.
Childs once said, ‘The money I nave
spent on other people hasbeen that which
I have most enjoyed.” There is one thing
in nature which is always receiving, but
it never gives, and men call it byra most .
significant name—The Dead Sea. )
“The man may last, but never livies '
Who nothing lacks, but nothing gives.”

Though David aud his people contri-
buted an enormous sum for the purchase
of materials for the temple— the sum al-
most Staggers us by its fmagnitude—yet,
instead of feeling poor and unhappy be-
cause of their liberality, they felt im-
measureably richer and happier; We are
told that they ate and drank before the
Lord that day, with great gladness (I.
Chron. 29 : 6.9),

In one of her poems, Miss Proctor, after
showing ‘that though the rivers spend
freely, they are not the poorer, and
though the flowers lavishly spend their
fragrance, they are uot in dearth, thus
concludes :

“Give thy heart’s best treasure: frqm
fair nature learn;

Give thy love and ask not, wait not a
return;

And the more thou spendest

little store

With a double bounty, God wild

thee evermore.”

II. If the givings of Christians were
what they ought to be, the .most bless-
ed results would be seen in the Church,
which could then do their work much more
¢fficien’tly. There would be no need for
Boards to come before the Gemeral As--
sembly regretting ‘that the Income did
not equal ‘the expenditure, or that cer-
tain improvements which were contem-
plated, had to be abandomed. It would
not be necessary for missionary cominittees
to report that they were obliged to cur-
tail the work in ‘this district or tofwith-
draw a 4nan from- that because of the 'ack
of funds. The Church would be no long-
er like a bird with elipped wings, hut she
could go forth clear us the bun, fair ae
the tmoon, and terrible as an army with
banners. How often has the house of
God beem converted into a ‘house of mer-
chandise. The robes of the Church, the
fair bride of Christ, are often dragged
through fthe filth of the world to pro- -

cure means for the propagation of the
Gospel.

from thy

give



