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A NEW YORK correspondent wrote that theteditor of the Obserzerspeaks quite frequently
in the Briggs trial. *The editor replies that his
oratorical efforts have been limited to answering his
naine at the roil-cail and cailing ««order " just once.
Would that every brother charged with loquacity
could defend himself so successfuliy.

s IR OLIVER MOWAT'S success as a preacher
is beginning to attract attention across the

line. The Herald and Presbyter says:
Sir Oliver Mowat, the Premnier of Ontario, recentlypreached ini a Methodist church of the province, and beld bis

audience on a hot summer day for one hour atnd a*half with-
out any apparent sign oldisapproval.
True, but if Sir Oliver had to preach ofe huhidred
times a year to the same congregation he might find
it necessary to shorten his sermon, even on days
that are not hot. There is ail the difference imagin-
able between a Premier preaching one sermon and a
plain parson preaching' twice every Sabbath for ten
or fifteen years.

THE public will soon learn how much reaiTinterest the people of Ontario take in the
Manitoba school question. Elections will soon be
heldinNorth Hastings, a strong Orange constituency,
and in the old historic constituency of West York,
a constituency under the shadow of the head-
quarters of the Equal Rights Association. If no
candidate appears to repi'esent the No-Remedial-
Legisiation ticket, we may conclude that there is
little vital interest feit in the matter. In England,
the best governed country in the world, a principle
is always represented by a candidate at the poils.
The French politicians of Quebec take good care
that they give the Manitoba question due prominence.
So far as we know, every candidate before the
people of latè piedged himself to remedial legisia-
tion. If Ontario people do nothing but talk, their
influence i'n settling the question will count for littie
or nothing.

AVETERAN minister in one of our Western
APreshyteries used to make early and elabor-

ate preparations for bis communion seasons.
Havîng finished his arrangements on one occasion
he gave this account of tbem to one of his eiders:

4Mr. A. will be with us and will preach on
Thursday, Mr. B. will preach on Friday and Mr. C.
on Saturday, ahl will take part on Sabbath and Mr.
A. will preach again on Monda>'. The men are al
good, We will have a great season. Lt zill be a
wonder if the Devul adoesn'i go int somebodv." One
almost feels tempted to make the same remark
àbout the Presbyterian Church in Canada at the
present time. There is a good deal of unrest in
more than one of the Scottish Churches. The
American Presbyterian Church is being rent with
heresy trials. Our Church enjoys peace from ocean
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teaustere " into our political vocabulary. Alexander
Mackenzie would be one of our best illustrations oipast '«austere " statesmen. His biography showý
tbat he was very «"austere " in the French sensc
Our readers can perhaps think of a fewv wbo escapc
tbe charge of austerity with marvellous success.

TJ HERE is something cool as anù Arctic wintei
S in the assumption that if a number of clergy.men of different denominations could agree ona

basis for organic union the people would unite assoon as the basis was put upon paper. Where is thcevidence at the present time that the people waniorganic union ? It is notorious that a large major.
ity of the best men in every denomination-the merwho find the money and are doing the work-the
men who mav be depended on to stand ioyally bytheir church and their pastor-are not saying a wordabout organic union. It is equally notorious thai
many of the men who " talk union " are mere round.
ers, who neyer work and neyer pay. They are

iligto unite with any church, simpi>' becausethey do not care much for any. A man withouiconvictions can always be agreeable. It will be
qui te time enough to define the terms on whicluresbyterians wiil unite with other denorninations
when a baker's dozen of working, paying, praying
Presbyteriaîîs have said they want to unite with
anybody. ________

'1HE Globe's commissioners found very littieS a nnexation sentiment in Huron and Bruce.One reason, no doubt, is because these fine counties
are Presbyterian stronghoids,' and Presbyterians
are always loyal men whien they get anytbing likefair play. We doubt ver>' ruch if the Globe menfound one Preshyterian who wants to change hisaliegiance even for financial reasons. 0f coursethe>' could easily find any number of Presbyteriauis
who want better trade relations, for a typicai Scctch
Presbyterian us not afraid to trade withi anybody.
We think we couid easily tell the counties in which
a majority of the annexationists wiil be found, andthe kind of people most of them are, ecclesiasticaîîy
considered. No small number of theun are rounderswho have no church connection and wbo tel youunctuously that, " ail the churches are good." Theyhave no fixed princuples either in politics orreligion. It is a pity that the G/o be'scommissioners
do not give the religious denomination of the menthey interview aq well as their nationalit>' andpolitical creed. We doubt ver>' much if they foundone Presbyterian an nexationist even in Huron andBruce. Wait until they go into the locahities inwhich there are no Presbytenians and then--Weil, then we shahl see the difference the Shorter
Catechism makes on men.

(I ITIZENS who are too refined to meddle with
k.. municipal matters ; citizens who think them-selves too spirituailly minded to mark a ballot ;citizens wbo are too iazy or too careless to crossthe street and vote, would do well to study thefollowing description of municipal affairs in NewYork, wbich we clip from the Christian at Work

The gréat majority of our municipal officers to-day aremen whom ne pure and refined Christian family would tbinkfor a moment of admitting te their circle. They wouid bewbolly eut of place in such surroundings. Tbey are thecreatures ef the bar- room, the brethel and the gambling bouseand these places are tbeir- natural habitat. Many of uex

CHRISTMAS.

"T HE best gifts we enjoy here upon earth areicom mon. They are God-given, and they arethe heritage of ail. Man has enciosed the earth,but the sea is free, at least. three miles from shore,

r and although there was a time when a tax was
d imposed on the iight of heaven it is now free as the
s air. The rich and poor have an equal proprietary

interest in the sun, 50 it is with ail the blesilgs
e essential to life and happiness, they are uniVerSaîîY

diffused. Wbat is thus common can neyer becoinle
commonpiace, however numerous and heavy nnay
be the platitudes spoken and written on our cOm-

rmon mercies. The Christmas season cornes round
with unfaling regularit>' and brings with it the

a sentiments and emotions befitting the season Of joy
sand hope. The homes that have been undisturbed
eb>' separations, whose members oid and young have
tmet in the familiar intercourse of daily life aildhe

year round, have but few new forms of expressOfl
1to convey their affectionate greetings to one
eanother. Most likel>' they wiIl use the old wei'
rknown terms that bave done duty for successive
1gener-itions, but they will be none the less wvana
tand true on that account. Well wolfl as the

customary good wishes are, they find their wa>' to
the beart's recesses aill the more directl>', because the
accustomed words core in genter and more tender

ttones on the early morning that the association Of
centuries has stamped as Christ's natal day.

For the reason just indicated we do not prtend
to be able to say anything speciahi>' new or fresh
appropriate to the season that sends a giad wave of

jo>' round the worid. None the less fervent Will be
glad emotions filling human hearts everywhere whefl
the Iight of the Christmas morningy dawns. Wi'th
wbat voluble tongues and ringing, merry laughter
the little ones will examine with sparkling eyes the
varied gifts of affection which have corne through
the titne-honoured intervention of Santa. Claus i
Thrice glad will be the maternaI heart as it throbs
more quickly as loved ones, who for twelve mllth5
or more have been at their posts of dut>' far awaY,
assemble once more in their accustouiied places
around the festive board. When perchafide the
household encircles the family altar, the weil-re-
membered words of the father's prayer cal1 UP te"
der and sacred recollections as -in tones more 50ft
and gentie the>' rise heavenward. The befledic'
tion breathed in the angel song heard first by the
shepherds on the plains of Bethlehem, filîs countles'
homes and unnumbered hearts with its tranq uiî an.d
hol>' gladness. The tones of that celestial 'nU*S1

will ring tbrough the conîing agyeq with~ a grOWîîîg
depth of meaning. The words, prophetie Whell first
uttered, and in a measure prophetic stil, wilî yet bc,
corne accomplished history ; and gior>' to God i the
highest wilI be the ascription of the universal hua-ian
beart,peace on earth wilÎ be undisturbed b>' the tranWP
and shout of embattled hosts clashing together for
mutual slaughter; good will toward Mern shaîl
displace the contention, the envv and the hatred
that embitter human life. The prophecy Will bc
fuifilled flot because it is a pleasant dream, but
because the Prince of Peace la>' on the first Christ'
mas morn in the manger of Bethlehem. He cairne
to do the Father's wiii and to reveal the Fathers
love. 0f Fis great redemptive work in its relationl
to the histor>' of time He shahl yet be able to say
He did of the Sacrifice on Calvar> " It is finished

Ma>' the blessings spoken b>' the angel Voice
on the first Christmas eve be in the homes and fil 1
thé hearts of al into whose hands TEE CANADA
PRESBYTERIAN cornes as a regular visitant. Once
more it wishes them, as it wishes ail, A Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

churches. In-all bra-nches" of the Scottish PresDY'
terian Church, as well as beyond it, Dr. John Çairfl 9
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