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Our Qou11o jfotkhe.
BOYS WANVTED.

Boys of spirit, boys of wilI.
Boys of muscle, brain and power,

Fit ta cope with everything,
These are wanted every hour.

Not the weak and whining drones,
WVho ail troubles magnify;

Not the watcbword of "I can't,"
But the nobler ane, "l'il try."

Do whate'er you bave ta do
With a true and earnest zeal

Rend your sinews to the task,
lPut your shoulder ta the wbeel."

Thougb yaur duty may be bard,
Look flot an it as an ilI;

Il it be an honest task,
Do it with an honest will.

In the worksbop, on the farm,
At the desk, where'er you be,

Fram your future efforts, boys,
Cornes a natian's destiny.

A TA LK WI TH BO YS.

h ave a word for the boy wbo is about ta enter business.
UO are about ta launch your boat in new waters. The cur-

refit is swift ; sometimes it will be for, but attimes against,
You. Always carry your mother near your heart. She loves
You, she suffered for you, as no anc will. If doubt accorn-
Palnies you in the commission of asiy act, think what she
wOuld say-would she approve ? If you care for ber, a littie
l'lice wili speak, however far remnoved from those kind eyes

YOU May be. If you love ber as you sbould, you will then
heed ber commnands and counsels ; your skiff will always find
CaIlner waters and tess difficuit ta stern.

A very trying tirne it is-to some unconsciausly so-this
transition period. A boy, witb aIl of a boy's fondness for
Play and barmless sport ; a boy witb a brain ready ta receive
th e hundred impressions daily presented to it ; a boy with no
conception af the word responsibitity, and but very little of
dutY-.how can be but make mistakes at first ? He cannt-
butt oh1! if be would anly profit by these errors ! Few of us

_I fligbt almost say none-will receive the experiences ai
thOse Who care for us. The cbild will nat heed its mnther's
Warnlings, but the little hand rnust be placed in or near the

lir for the lasting tesson ta be taught. The boy scoifs at bis
iather's caution against some small vice-smoking, perhaps-
'11 later in lite, with weakened nerves or irnpaired digestion,
he will say : I"Had I anly istened ta father!1" The man, con-

6etin bis strengtb and the business experience af ten years,
lagsat the advice of an aid friend, risks and loses. Sa it is

thr'Ougb life ; and wise is he, and prosperous witl he be, if the

CiTOrs of the past are allowed ta guide ta future success.
Let me ittustrate the unconsciaus wrong an honest boy did

bis emfplayer. It was in September, the height of the Ilbusy
stason,'I and a sixteen-year-old boy bad obtained a position
as assistant entry clerk, bis duty being ta aid in charging and
&hpping goods. But a week had he been at bis post. Satur-
4aY came, and it was the first he had ever worked. It came
in bii like a sbock, particuiariy as bis "nine," for wbich he
Ptched, was ta play a "crack " tearn from an adjoining
tOnwri. Membersbip of this club be had not thougbt ai giving
"P- After dinner bis employer was told of bis desire ta leave
*Orjk about two o'clock.

"Nvell, mv boy, there are those bills ta be charged."
He hadn't tbought of them, and bis heart sank. His dlub

*oid be beaten, and ahl on account of bis absence ; so be
nX1ttered up courage.

"eIlBut, sir, I promised the boys I'd be there, and tbey'Il be
eaten sure if I dan't pitch.

The response came quickly: " You can go but don't let il
Occur again."1

That nigbt at supper, fiushed with victory-for tbey haý
*On a close gare-this boy told bis father of the conversa.
t iOn and the result, adding :"lHe's a bully man, father."

Ait.-tera elmm nts' tbugbt tIs*wise, anA dsmetimp

1 bave -known boys possessed of good conversation
Powers pleasing address, boys who had the happy faculty
t4aking friends everywbere, forced by tbougbtless parentsg
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guard nis to labour behind a desk, displacaîîg soone, POS.
sibly, whose qualities peculiarly fitted him for just this work,
and who would have made a success where the other failed,
because he was intended for a salesman. 1 say failed, for
there is no half-way ground. If one does flot advance, he
faits._________ __

THE TWO ELM TREES.

Two young elms had been plarated side by side in front of
a gentleman's bouse. Having everything done for them by
the gardener, they were free from care, and you would have
thought they had nothing to do but to grow and enjoy them-
selves. But unhappily they were a good deal given ta quar-
relling. Perbaps the tirne hung heavity on the ir hands, and
they did it for amusement ; but so it was that scarcelv a day
passed without bickerings and disputes between themn of some
kind. " What a noise you make with your leaves," onle of
them would say to the other ; Ilyou quite disturb my medita-
tions." "The same to yourself, sister,"' would be the an-
swer ; Iarn sure your rustling is at t imes quite disagree-
able." And in the morning you would generally bear one of
them exclaim: Il Sister, you are always in my light ; whilst
in the evening it would be the other who would cry: "How
provoking you are, sister ; why, you will neyer let me see
the sun !" In the course of time their discourse took a new
turn. IlHow is it, sister," each of thern would often say,
" how is it that you are continually encroaching upon my
space?> The gardener did not plant you here, but there. Pray
do flot interfere with me." Or again 1 Iarn certain, sister,
it was you who broke my arm in the high wind last night."
Poor foolisb trtes ! It was wonderful to bear how they would
rustle away in their wrath for hours together.

But in spite of their quarrelling they continued to grow
taller and stouter every year ; and let them do what they
might, they had been planted so near eacb other that by de-
grees their branches flot only met, but actually intermingled.
In fact, the bigher tbey grew and the more widely they
spread tbe more completely did they feel themselves obliged
to mix their leaves and branches. There was no help for it,
if tbey wisbed to live at aIl. Were it not better, then, that
they freely forgave the past and lived in affectionate friend-
ship for the future ?

When matters had gone so far as that, they were sure to
be soon arranged, for these trees did not require any friend to
bring thern together. And the very last conversation which

rpassed between them, of which there is any record, was to
the following effect "Sister, you rnust feel tht east wind
very rnuch." "'Yes, sister, it certainly is keener than usual;
but neyer mind me. I hope I keep the worst of it off you.
For you bave flot been used te it as I have. Neither do I
think it will ever be able to injure me so long as I have you
by my side."

A BRAVE FELLOW

A number of boys were skating and sliding in Yo'rkshire.
On a sudden the ice gave way almost in the middle of the
lake, and one poor lîttle fellow felI in. There was no bouse
near where they could run for belp ; no ropes which they could
throw to their strugghing companion. The boys stood on
the bank with pale, sorrowful faces, afraid to try to reach
their friend, lest the ice should give way and the water swai-

elow them aIl up.
9 But one boy suddenly remembered that although you can-

9flot stand a board upright on thin ice without its going
ethrougb, yet if you Iay the same board fiat on the ice, it will

be quite safe. Not only that, but he knew that ne could run
along the board without fear of cracking the ice.

b It only took him a moment ta rernember ail that ; next he
ýe spoke to his friends something after this fashion :

I will lie down fiat on the ice near the edge ; then one
)e of you must corne ta my feet and push me along tilt you toc

cain lie down. If you aIl lie down in that way and push the
it boy in front of you, we shaîl make a line long enough ta reacli

Reuben."
id Thus, taking tbe post of danger himself, the brave boy

Iy, tecture af its gossamer bridge, and takes care of the calot
asio the butterfiy's wing, and tinges the cochineal, and hetps th~

,a math out of the chrysalis.

,al FOR bracing up the nerves, purifying the blood and curin
of sick headache and dyspepsia, there is nothing equal ta Haad
or -Sarsaparilla.
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INTERNA TIONAL LESSONS.

April 26,
'8Qv. 1 NINEVEN BROUCHT TO REPENTANCE. {lonah 3:

GOLDEN TEXT.-The men of Nineveh shall risc up in the

judgment with tbis generation, ad shah condemn il ; for
they repented at the preacbing of Janab ; and bebald a greater
than Jonah is here-Luke xi. 32.

INTRODUCToRv.

The effort of Jonah to evade the duty ta whicb God assigned him
was vain. When be embarked for Tarsbisb the vessel in which be
saied was overtaken by a strong tempes. He was cast overboard
ater acknowledging that the disaster had came upon them because
of bis iaithîessness. The Lord bad prepared a great fisb ta swalaow
Jonah which, ater three days, threw him safely on shore. lie bad
repented af the sin ai disobedience, and is prepared ta enter again an
the path ai duty.

1. Jonab's Commission.-From the peculiar experience Jonab
had passed through he wouid now be able ta prcacb ta the
people of Nineveh. witb a power greater than ho had bitherta pos-
sessed. The commission at tîrst disregarded is repeated. It is ta be
noted that an bath occasions Nineveb is described as a great city. It
was the capital ai the Assyrian monarcby, situated on the east bank
ai the River Tigris, near its confluence with the Zab. The wall sur-
rounding the city was about sixty miles in circumierence. Populaus
as it was the people were not crawded together as in tbe great cities
ai aur time. Tbere were large open spaces and fields within the
enclosing walis. It is supposed that in j onah's time tbe population
was about 6oa,oao. Within the last fifty years remarkable discover-
ies bave been made an the site ai this great city that for ages had
been virtualîy blatted out. There is sometbing striking in the iact
that witbin recent years discoveries bave been made that sa amply
confirîn the plain narratives ai Scripture. Assyria and Egypt have
yielded tangible testimony ta the trutb ai tbe sacred record. Like all
great cities Nineveh was great in its wickedness. With the restrain-
ing power af the Gospel how great is the wickedness ta be fond in
att the great capitats ai the world. What must a heathen cicy the
size ai Nineveh bave been in tbis respect. The very monuments
that tel ai the greatness and prowess ai the people ai Nineveh also
bear evidence ai their cruelty and oppression. The preacher sent ta
Nineveb had nat ta deliver bis own message; it was given him by
God wbo sent bim : IIPreach unta it the preacbing that I bid
thee." God's message alone can be the subject oa at effective preach-
ing. Men's opinions may occasionaily ho interesting and entertain-
ing ; it is the truth ai God that saves souls. Jonab shawed no re-
tuctance now ta go on bis mission ta Nineveb. I"He arase and
went, accarding ta the word ai tbe Lird." Wben he reached the
city he entered at once upon bis wark. The wards be "6began ta
enter inta the city a day's journey " do not necessarily indicate the
distance ho travelled. A day's journey accarding ta the Jewish mode
ai reckoning was about twenty miles. He went about the city and
startled the people who heard bim swith the prophetic announcement :
"lYet another iorty days, and Nineveb shahl be overthrown." With
tbese awfui wards ai impending doam the accents aifrnercy were
mingted. The tittle word 14yet " means much here. There are yet
iorty days. The people are warned ai the coming destruction.

II. The Ninevites Repent.-The appearance ai the Hebrew
praphet, ciad in simple garb, and speaking God's message directly ta
the people, produced a deep impression on their minds. Tbey
believed what be said. He was in dcad earnest and those who beard
him did not, like Paul's bearers an Mars' Hill, turn bis message ta
mockery. In their own hearts they feit the trutb ai bis words,
knowing that if calamity was about ta befaîl them tbey had deserved
it. Tbey feIt convinced that over ahI was the righteous Gad. H-ere
it is said Ilthe people of Ninevehbebcicved God." Tbey immedi.
atety gave evidence af their belief by abserving a fast, and appearing
in' penitential garb. Tbey 11 put on sackcloth." The repentance
was general and widespread. It was not that a few people here and
there gave evidence ai their contrition. Ail ranks and conditions
were deeply moved. The king in bis palace bad beard tbe message
of God by the Hebrew prophet and hastencd ta join bis people in the
expression ai bis penitence. He bift bis throne and laid aside the
gargeaus adorasments af royalty and put on sackcloth and sat in
ashes, like the meanest ai bis subjects. The king at once pro-
claimed a comprehiensive fast not only including the men and
wamen ai the city but even the animais. Why ho inctuded thom is
not apparent, tbough some find a partial explanation in the fact tbat

o yous occasions horses are gaily caparisaned, and during funeral
* pageants tbey are covored with black palis. It was not tbe animaIs,

but the peaptle ai Nineveh that bad sinncd, and it was their repent-
ance tbat was sought. The king probably in the intensity ai bis
feeling tbought it was not possible ta go too far in outward mani-
festation ai the peopte's sorrow for their sins. One tbing, bowever,
is certain ; the king understood the nature ai truc repentance. Out-

*ward expression ai it, by way ai fasting and humiliation, was nat
enaugb. The people were ta cry migbtily ta God. Tbey were ta
seek God's pardoning mercy. Their particular sins must bo aban-

-doned. 4' Let tbem turn every ane from bis cvii way." There can
1be no true repentance ai sin, no pardon ai it without iorsaking it..

The special sin ta wbicb the Assyrians were addicted is bore speci-
ally mentioned as anc tbiog that must hc given up. Tbey were ta
tuon 11irom the violence that is in their hands." The king's procla-
mation closes with an expression ai hope : IIWho can tell if God

e wiil tomn and repent, and turm away irom His foerce anger, that we
eperish not? "

III. The Ninevite, Spared.-AIl things are open ta God's
sight. The people ai Nineveb had gone an sinning as if God saw
not. Ho saw their iniquity aIl the time. Ho also saw their repent.
ance. "IHo saw their works," flot merely the outward dispîays ai
their grief, but the motions ai the beart, and their tnrning from tbeir
evil way. Wben Gad secs this, thon the sinner's pardon and dcliv-

îe erance came. Home it is added that IlGod repented ai the cvii."
n aT -smexrýesioisoed alewuhbore in Scritulre. WbenGds


