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was Iafd on the table and extracts therefrom read. The
progress of the canvass was shown and cangregatiuns urged
to coraplete it.  The representation of FPresbytenans in con-
nection with the working of hepevolent institutions was dwelt
upor and a plan suppested for acomplishing this. The
Preshylery received and adopted the report as amended.
Mz G. . Stephens, M.PP., President of the Assceiated
Charities of Montreal, and Mr. Drahe, Treasurer, appeared
asa Jeputation and addressed the caurt as to the Rature and
working of the assuciattion and urged the mmportance of
united effert in connection with chautable work and kindred
subjects among Protestants,  The Moderator thanked the
deputation in the name of the Presbytery fur the infosmation
given, and the Presty lt!ﬁ, having heard the deputauon, re-
commended to all churches and individuals in the Presby-
tery the importance of discriminativn and exanunauon in
the distzibution of all charitics. A cirenlar was recerved
from the Committee on Augmentatwn of Supends, urging,
among other things, that the sum of $5,500, assigned to this
Presbytery, should be raised for the curcent year. The
Home Mission Comnittee were instructed to apportion thé
amount among the congregations of the Preshytery, Con-
veners of missionary deputations reported from the several
districts in which mssionary meetings were held.  The re-
sts generally were of a very encouraging nature.  Rev. R.
mpell, of St. Gabriel Church, Montreal, reminded the
Presbytery that this is the centenary of Presbyterianisin in
Montreal, and a committee consisting ‘of the Moderatar of
the Presbvtery, the ministers and representative clders of
St. Gabriel, Knox and St. Paul, with Rev. Messrs. Warden
and Jordan, and Mr. Warden King, was appointed to
consider this matter, and to make the necessary atrange-
ments il a celebrati n be decided on; My, Campbell, Con-
vener.  Rev. Professor Coussirat reported that only two of
the members appointed to take part in the ordination of Mr.
Lefcbvre, at Jolictte, were able to be present.  The Presby-
tery, whilst regretung the icreguianty, resolved to sanction
the action as reasonable in the circumstances. Rev. C. A.
Doudiet asked the appuintment of a cummuttee to consider
scme features of the marriage law of this Province, with the
view, if deemed necessary, tu press them upun the attention
of Partiament.  The fulluwing cummittee was appomted :
Dr. McVicar, Rolert Camplell, L. H. Jordan, Dr, Smyth,
and the mover ; Mt Doudict, to be Cunvener.  The remts
from the General Assemlly were held over for consider-
ation at the next quanterly mecting, The teport of the
examining committee was read, and in terms of its recom-
mendations the Presbytery agreed to cerufy to the Senate
of the Presbyterian College, Montreal, the following young
men :— Dougall McKaskill, James Naismith, Joseph Francis
Laongion and Charles Arthur Campbell, all having the min-
istry in view. The Preshytery resolved to hold its next
quarterly mcctin{: in_this place on Thursday, the 11th of
March, at ten o'clock a.m., due intimation of which was
iven, and this mecting was closed with prayer.—JAMES
ATTERSON, Pres. Clerk,

.

MONTREAL NOTES.

‘THE arrangements are now completed for the opening of
the Cote St. Antoine Church. On Sabbath next, the 21st
inst., the Rev. J. Fleck preaches in the morning, and Rev.
A. B, Mackay in the evening. In the afternoon, at three
o'clock, an oper meeting of the Sabbath school takes place,
to be addressed by Rev. J. McCaul and Mr. J. Z\rurray
Smith. On Tuesday, the 23rd inst., a social meefing wiil
be held, to be addressed by Rev. Messrs. Barelay, Warden,
R. Campbell, Wells and Dr. Smith, and Me. A, C. Hutchi-
son. On the following Sabhath, the 28th inst., the Rev.
L. H. {ordan preaches in the morning and the Rev, W. R.
Cruickshank in the cvening. Special collections for the
building fund will be taken at all the services. It is hoped
that many will be present from the city churches to show
their interest in this new congregation. The ladies' sale of
work on Friday last, in the house of Mrs. A. C. Hutchison,
was quite a success, and realized nearly $100,

THE annual soitee of the Knox Church Salibath School
was held on Friday evening, Mr. Walter Paul, superintea-
dent of the schonl, in the chair.  Alter refreshments had
been served the annual report was read by Mr. lenry,
The school numbers thirty-one*teachers and lgs pupils. The
missionary contributions, amounting to $248, wete appro-
ptiated to the missiuns of the Chuich, including tlic support

' of a cot in the children’s ward of the General Iospital,

The lady teachers regularly visit the occupants of this cot.
During the evening recitaiions and dialogues were given by
the children, and addresses Ly the pastor, Rev. J. Fleck,
Alderman  Moonty, Mesets. Brown and Askman. The
lecturc room was most beautifully decorated with fowers,
which were greatly admired by all.

ON Thursday eveming the annual socal mecting of Taylor
Chusrch was held and was largcly atiended.  The chair was
occupied by Rev. T. Bennett, the pastor. The annual
zeport, read by Mr. Campbell, was a niest encoutaging onc.
Notwithstanding the death dunng the year of their former
pastor, and the prevalence of the small-pox epidemic in that
section of the city, the receipts were 1n excessof the previous

pear; and alter meeting all claims there was a halance on

nd of about $70. The Sabbath collections at present
average $21.50, and are on the ancrease.  The congregation
is steadily growing, as is the Sabbath scheol. The church
property is free from debt and the prospects never scemed
more bright.  Alter clecting new managers, addresses were
deliveted by Messts.  Fleck, Cruickshank, Warden and
Brown. The choir sang a number of anthems and other
picees, and Prof. Mclaren two hymns with power and
sweelness.  Before the close of the meeting, on motion of
Mr. Murray, a hearty vote of thanks was tendered to Rev,
J. Fleck {or his sérvices as moderator during the vacancy,
Under Mr. Benrett this congregation will sooa be selfe
susxponing. and in additien contnbute its fair share to the
Schemes of the Church.

For the month of January the contributions (‘)fthcjuvcnile
Misgionary Socicty of Chalwers Church werg upwards of $50,

Those of Erskine Church Juvenile hMissionary Socicty were
nearly $60. a martked increase in both socicties over
Janudry, 1885. For the whole of the past year the former
contributed $495 and the latter $550 for missionary and
benevolent purposes.

RusseLL HALL (St. John's Church) was on Tuesday last
filled ly a large congregation, including about one hundred
French Roman Calh%%ics. at a concert of sacred music,
‘The a'endance at this church is again as large as usual,
having suffered somewhat during the prevalence of the small-
pox epirlemic.

Uxn Thursday evening, 18th inst., a social galhcrinF of
the Rev. A. Inteinoscia’s Italian congregation 1s 1o be held
in Russell Hall, when it 1s hoped.a number of the Enghsh-
speakug friends of the misston will be present.  Mr. Inter-
noscia is doing a guod work among the Itahans, and descrves
cncousagement at the hands of the Chrnsuan people of the
city. Those present may count upon hearing some good
music from severnl Italian musicians, The meeuing begins
at eight o'clock.

Tue Rev. Dr. Gregp's History of Preshyterianism in
Canada is deservedly mecting with a large sale here. The
sketches given of the lives and labours of the missionaries
who first unfurled the blue banner in the several Provinces
of the Domihion about a hundred years ago are most inter.
csting and instructive, It is hoped that Dr. Gregg may in
a subsequent volume continue the history ol Presbyterian-
ism from 1834 to the present date. The Church is under
a deep obligation to him for the volume just published.

THE annual report of St. Matthew's Church (Rev. W. R,
Cruickshank, pastor,) was submitted at a meeting on the
27th ult.  The receipts for ordinary fund were $2,752, of
which $1,026 were obtained by weekly envelopes.  After
meeting all expenses there is a balance of $20 on hand.
The envelope ‘system has worked most successfully, and
proved far superior to the method formerly adopted for
raising the revenue,  The aumber cuntribuung by means of
envelopes is 166. There were fifty-seven communicants
received last year, the present membership being upwards
of 430. The Sabbath school numbers furty-two teachers
and 400 scholars, the average attendance for the last month
being upwards of 320. At the clase of the congregauonal
meeting, Mr. Hugh Russell, the financial secretary, was
presented with a handsome gold chain and locket, and a
copy of the Oxford Teachers’' Bible, in apprecianion of s
services. The congregation are greatly hampered for want of
accommodation, and steps have been taken to secure a suit-
able Jot, and erect a new church edifice. The Ladies'
Association have already on hand $721 towards the new
building,

§abbatb School Teacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS,

BY REV., R. I MACKAY, B.A.,

NEHEMIAK'S PRAYER.
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3-12.
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vain is the help of man.” —Psa. cviii. 12.
INTRODUCTORY.

Shushan.—This was the capital of the country called
Zlem 10 Scripture—which lay cast of the Tigris—on the
Choaspes River. It is of interest tous because Daniel either
lived there, or was transferred thither in vision {Dan. viii. 2).
It is there also that Zsther and Mondecar lived as well as
Nekemiak with whom we are engaged in this lesson.

It was made the chief capital by Darius, King of Persia,
andin it was the most magnificent palace.  About 200 miles
north was Ecbatana, another summer residence, situated on
the Orontes Mountains, and about as far south was Zerse-
2olis, the magnificent capital that was destroyed by Alex-
ander the Great, in a fit of drunkenness. Besides these the
Kiags of Persia often spent postions of their time in Babylon
and other citics, espectally Fasargadae, the most ancient of
their capitals.

The great palace in which Nchemiah lived was vun. on a
mound 1,000 feet square and raised to the height of fifty
feet.  In the centre was a hall 200 fect square supporied by
thirty-six columns sixty feet high. On the outside of this
were three porticoes, 200 feet wide, supported by columas,
and separated from the central hall by 2 wall eightcen feet
thick. A hall 100 feet square, north of the notthern poruco,
is supposcd to have been the ATng's sate where Mordecas sat.

Alexander the Great discovered immense wealth—gold,
silver, purple, etc., in the city, when it was taken by him.
It afterwards, after the fall of Persia, become the caputal of
Partkia.

Nekemiak,—These facts abeut the city and palace will
help usto understand the character of Nehemiah, He was
cup-besrer to Artaxerxes the King—a chief officer at court,
in the enjoyment of royal luxury,—but was not satisfied so
long as his own country and people were afflicted.  He gave
it all up and came to Jerusalem to restore the walls and re-
move x';:c reproach from his hrethren.

That is an illustration—happily not uncommon—af the
devotion that ought to characterize the followers of Christ.
Hz, who came frum heaven to save men, is the greatest ox-
ample of such sacrificing love.

EZXPLANATORY.

Nehemiah was the son of Hachaliah, and 1t s inferred
from his position that he was of royal Llood. He was the
cup-bearer of Antaxerxcs, who reigned from 465 B.C. to
423 B.C. Danicl in the service of Nebuchadnezzar, Obadiah
in the service of Abab, and Nchemiah in the service of
Artaxerxes, show that men cannot be judged by theie posi-
stions. We shall find in the last Great f)a} that the first
shall be last and the last fust,

*

GopeN Text.—* Give us help from trouble: for

1. Nehemiah's Patriotism and Piety.—These do not
always go together, but they were closely allicd—in fact,
idcmim‘i‘.—in lhc{c\\'lshlhcocmcy. To love the cause of God
was to love Jerusatem and the favouped land,  We mnr have
a strong love for the Church, without any very strong love of
country, although it also is desirable.

(1) Auxious ingresry. \Ver. 2.) When his brother Hasnars
(i. 2) and sume other men came frem Jerusalem—ypechaps
in order to get some assistance fur their people—he at once
inquired about the refrurned of the capuvity, and about
Jerusalem. He could not furget Ziun's welfare (Psa.
cxxxvii. 6), and looked eagerly for informatinn,

His brethren, who travelled 1,000 nules, would be encour.
aged by this manifest interest un the part of so influenual a
man. Ifwe luve Ziun we shall nut remain ignorant will
irgly, but scek to know her successes and reverses.  We
shal ask our Lreth.ren huw the Lonl's cause pruspets with
them, and they will be encouraged by the inqu.ry,

(2) Aflicted. —He was afllicted 1n thetr affcuon. The
intelligence was distressing.  He was told that by public
reproack—the contempt of their neighbours—they were
greatly afficted, and that the walls ard gates of Jerusalem
were yet as Nebuchadnezzar left them a hundred years
before.

This condition of affairs was not so much owing to the
contempt of neighbaurs as to the want of enthusiasm on the
part of the Jews themselves.  Only 50,000 ot them returned
trom Babylon, whilst there must have been hundreds of
thousands, if not millions of them. And besides some of them
that did return were not loyal, but in sympathy with the
cnemy.

Is it not soin the Losd’s work now? The zeal difficulty
is not the opposition wsthout, but the unfaithfulness within
on the part of its members. But that is no reason why we
should not take interest tn her prosperity. We should be
more devoted on that account.

Nehemiah was overcome with sorrow and sat down and
wept, ond mourned for days and fasted and prayed.

Fasted, - It was commanded in connection with the ser-
vices of the Day of Atoncment, Lut vn all other occasions
was voluntary. But Jewish traditions imposed many burdens
upon the people and this amungst them,  Itis 2 natural ex-
pression of sorrow, Desire for food ceases. It also can
Judiciously be u ¢d to stimulate wholesome sorrow for sin.
It was not Zotal abstsnence frum food for so long 2 ume,

Days.—This continued for three or four months, fiom
Chisleu (ver. 1) to Nisan (. 1)—t.e., from the mnth *»
the first,—or from December to Apnl,

The true heart will not Z¢ go until the blessing is received.
Many instances of such persevering prayer.

1. Nehemiah's Prayer.—DPrayer is dJefined in the
Shorter Catechism to be ‘‘an offering of our desires unto
God for lhings agrecable to His will, in the name of Christ,
with confession of our sins and thankful acknowledgment
of His mercies.”

The prayer of Nehemiah corresponds with that definition.

(1) Unto God. (Ver. 5.)—That means more thansimply the
sname. When Nehemiah thought of God he appreciated in
some degree 1lisattributes and was correspondingly affected.

Of Heaverr.~—Morc than the earthly creature—the Ruler
of the universe.

Territle God.—Awc-inspining. Before IHim angels veil
their faces. When Job saw God, he wasoverwhelmed. He
said: ¢ I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes.”
That is the reverence and holy fear with which we should
ever think of Him and especially address Him. It is very,
painful to hear the familiarity and boldness—even impudence
—with which many address God in prayer. It shows that
their hearts are not right—they have not seenz God.

(2) Desires.~The carnestness of Nchemiah's desire is seen
by the weeping and fasting and perseverance of his prayer.
lfc has one special desite (ver. 11)—that he might get per-
nussion from the king 1o go to Jerusalem, and try and ansver
his own prayers. That 15 the best test of the sincerity of
our prayers—ihat we are willing to put oursclves about in
order to get an answer.

Co-operation. (Ver. 11.)—Another evidence of intensity.
He united s prayers with gthers who desired the szme
thing. Where 7500 ot f4rce are met, etc. ’

(3) Agrecable to His wwill. (Ver. 8, 9.)—Fe claims the pro-
misce of Gud, given to Muscs, that when the prople repested
He would forgive.  When we can lay our hands on 2 pro-
mise, we arc on a sure plese. We know then that thete is
no difficuliy on God's part—all that 1s nceded 13 that we
should pc:?urm ours in the exercise of beheving prayer.

(4) I the name of Chrast. (Ver. 5.)~**That keepeth cove-
nant and merey,” or “‘covenamt of mercy,! or *“meraful
coyenant.” That was the foundation of hope for the Israel-
ites, that God had entered into a covenant of merey with
them.  To us that covenant of mercy is in Jests Christ; to
them it was embodicd in the tabernacle service, and so faras
in that service they were able to perecive the coming, Mes-
siz;.h. With {hat we closc, and seal every prayer for Jesus’
ke,

{5 Can{znfm: of un. {Verses 6, 7.) ~He, as Danicl did,
identifies himself and his fathers with, the people, and con-
fesses that they acted very corsuptly in violating God's laws
in every form in which given, or by whatever name knowa
—statutes, jud,:mcms and commandments. It is not neces-
sary to distinguish these words.  In Psa. exix. they are used
ag synonyms.  We should confess and not try to excuse the
sins of oursclves or our fathers.  Deal honestly with God.

(6) Trankdftd acknowledgment of mercy. (Ver. 10.)—He
had already adopted and redeemed this people.  All their
past history is a story of redemption. It is our privilege to
say that, and we should speak of it to God, and trust lii;
more on account of it.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Information creates enthusiasm,

2. The outlet of enthusiasm is prayer.

3. The companien of prayer is cxertion:
4. The spring of exertion is faith,

5. The ground of {aith is promise,



