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The anc truly and enduringly sacred spot on earili is
the motber's knee. More swect and tender memories,
that moisten the eye, and gladden the lieart, and re-
gulate the lite, cluster about it than any ailier spot,
however dcar and lioly. That is the dearcst and
holiestcf them all. It abides forever, like tbe Church
of God, the symbel of preaching and prayer and dis-
cipline ; tne symbel cf man's spiritual relations and cf
bis soul's necessities. It is bis first bouse of Goci,
whcre lie is taught divine tbings, wliere the ievelation
oIc unseen first steals ini upon his heart ; it is his

first oratory, where hoe is instructed how te draw necar
to Gcd, where lie learns the prayers that he ncver for-
gets, and that neyer cease te charm, him with tbeir
beautiful simplicity and loving directness ; it is bis
flrst school, where lic is made subject te another wiIl,
thai Icarning te obey bie may be fit te rule. Hallowed
spot 1 tountain cf untold blessings for the lite of man.

Usaly it is first cf alla place cf prayer. There Uic
lisping lips learn te lutt the hiea= te God, and the golden
chain is iorged that ever alter is te bind thie bcmng te
thc Unseen ;-a chain, that holds even ini tbe greatest
stress cf wcaîhecr ;-a chain cliarged with unspeakable
goed te the seul. Jobn Randolpb, cf Roanoke, tells
us tbat at one time bie miglit bave become a Frenchi
infidel but for the mernory cf bis motlcr's hand upon
btis head as ho knelt at ber side te repeat after bier tbe
Lord's Prayer. Francis Ridlcy Havergal in bier brief
autabingraphical notes, gives rinmistakable evidence
cf bier pieus mc:her's training. WVben recording wliat
she remembered cf ber seul-lite alter she was six years
cf age, she says :"lOne sort cf habit 1 got into in a
steady way, which was persevered ini with more or less
fervur according te the particular fit in wbicli 1 miglit
be. Every SundayalternoonlIwent alene int a little
front rcom (at Henwick) over the hall, and bhere used
te read a chapter in the New Testament, and then
knelt down and prayed for a few minutes, after wbich
I usually felt sccthed and less naughty2l' Her mother
once said te bier: "lDear child, you have ycur own
bedrcam new, it ougbt te lie a little Bethel. Wlien
sbc was twrlve yeaxs old ber mether tauglitlber tbis
wise and beautiful prayer UPrepare me for ail that
Thou art preq5aring [oi, me." And a tew weeks befoe
bier cwn deaili she referred te ibis, saying : "The
words mamma tauglit me in aS4 8 have been a h/le
.pra.yeý =1h mi." And se it ever is wath ail devout
and tiougbtful ones.

The meUicx>s knec is aise the place cf instruction ,
instruction of ail kinds thaî bears upen Uic practical
side of life iinstructien in rigliteousness. Often it as
pouredminto apparentli becd-ess cars, but being heard i
is remembcred, and acted upon w:îh beroic bravery.
The Rev. Newman Halsays. IlThe very firstbung tbat
I can remember is sitting an mny mothes knce and
learnîng froam ber lips ibat glerieus declaratien, 'CGcd
se lcved Uic world tbat He gave Hîs anly begetten
Sen, Uiat wbosever believeth on Him sbould flot
perisb, but bave everlasiing fle' I can sîsîl teed ber
hand on my head, and sec lier carnest face, and bear
thse music cf lier swect voice. Thse great truth which
was se preclous te berseli, she desired ber children ta
know, ai least an wexds, t ram Uieir carliest days." Mr.
Hall, in giving his experience cf thse trutb, says,
IlHow dartt tx lias bccni c tlîme Itmuldcd
bis lite. But a motiers training gees ail round thc
cardle cf thc saul's wanits, and touches upon ail ibat
ti hice wili necd in its werld-faxing journey.

%a aat caretul training Uic tollowang incident sbews.
"QuOe day in Landau, wbcn Thomas Carlyle was
wîîbin a tew menths cf eîgbiy, lie was walking in
coanpany wuth an American stranger who had thai day
caUled tesec hua. Tb-y approached a strcýcressing.
Wbon half.way over Carlyle suddenly stappcd, and
.âtooping down Icickcd someibing out cf thse mud, ai
thse risk cf being run over by anc cf thc many carniages
ibat were rushing past Wiib bis bare bauds he
brushed thse mu& cff, and placed the white substance in
a dlean spot an tbe curb-stone. 'That,' said ho, in a
zone as swect and in wcrds as beautitul as bis cern-
panion bad ever becard, « is eniy a crust ef brcad. Ycî
1 w= taugbt by mnotber never te waste, and abat-e ail
brcad, more prccioas tban gold, tbe substance ihat is
tIse saine te thc bedy that the mind is ta thse seul. 1
*am sure Uic bangr sparrcws or a hungiy dog will geî

neurislimenî tram that bit cf bread." Ah 1 censlder
well the tact that lies bencaîli that. Carlyle about elghty
yrars old, and bis motber>s carly teaching ls guidlng
him and ccntrolling lin still 1I h bas net faded eut
et sigit ; it is as tresli and as clear in the lieart as thc
day it was speken, only far more dceply felt and te.
allzed. The îcacbinglas pais d eutcf the baieword
iet a living puissant principie. XI lias in Uic deepest

sense become fle.
The moîhcr's kncc is alse the place cf correcion.

This is, ti'eugl tbe last, net the least iportant cf ils
functions. 1: syxabolizes discipline. And hiappy is
the mani wlio bas the great gi cf a niother wbo knows
wlien te use the rcd. Thomas Canlyles aphorisin
sîsaîl stand muicl testing, IlNo able man ever liad a
feel for a mother." The wisdam cf the mother is scen
in bier discipline; leving, tender, but firm, and torceful,
it ever is. It is sîrong and steady. As the quaint
Thomas Fuller puis it, "«Our wiseparenî bath instrucîs
bis chjîdren in piety, and witli correction blasts Uie
first buds of protaneness ini ilicu. Hie thai wii not
use t/he rod on his c/sud, his c/sud s/sal bc used as a rod
on/tins." And wbat docs anc wiser than Thomas Fuller
say on ibis point ? IlHe that sparetli bis rod, haîtt
bis son; but lie that loehlbum, chasteneth hini be-
timesY»I "Clasten tby son while tle-e is boe, ansd
Ici net tby seul spare for bis crying.l'I "Faclishness is
beund ira tbe leari cf a child ; but thc rail of correction
shall drive it far tram himY» That is God's îeacling,
and many parents are wise enougli ta aci consistently
on it ; and always witli the best results. Boswell tells
us that once, wben Johinsona saw saine young ladies, iu
Lincolnshire, wbu werc remasrkabiy weil*behaved,
cwing te thcir motlier's strict discipline anad severe
correction, lic exclaimed, iu anc cf SliakespceWs hines
a littl: varied,

"lRod, I will heneur thc for ibis thy duty."
Censider it how we may, it is ai tbe rnatbcrs kacc

tbaî tlie toundation stones of ail beautiful, noble, worUiy
and enduring character art laid, in words and acts cf
ne great importance, apparently, at Uic time ; yet, by
thse steady enforcemnent and reiteration of thcm, Uiey
anc rcembcred, regardcd, and actcd upon, te tbe en-
ricbing cf tbe lite with qualities Uiat are evcry way
desirable. The culture ibat the chiidrcn need s
mostly rectived lies-c. And, iberefere, ne attention,
ne painstaking, ne deniai cf anes cwn feeling, is tce
great te mtain thse end that ail shauld earnestly seelc-
nameiy, a lovely Christian cliaracter ira the children.

SA NCTIFY TUE5 IMAGINA TION.

The faveurite food cf thse imiaginat:ou is a werk cf
romance.... .Now wliat is a work cf romance? Itii
a ficttcus narrative compcsed by abstraction ; a pro-
cess of thc author's mind, tram what reaily eccurs.

Human lite, il it bie considcrcd ina is crdinaxy
course, is a duil and pladding routine cf occupations
and amusements, whose unitormity is the rule, while
tbe passages cf interest caustitute Uic exception. But
ibere as in ail, even in is humbles: torms, an under-
sang of peetry, wbicli rakes itsed heard ta Uiose who
listera for it, as it werc trem a distance, jusi as Uic
sosand cf chiming lieUs, whicb Uic car detects as un-
truc wben close beneath thc bl turret, is mclloed

iet has-moray, if it cames te us across weeded capse
and sheets cf water and green pasture land.

Now the province cf romance is te abstrect tram
luman lite Uiis ets poeticai elernent, te seize iii ailent
puints cf character and incident, te omit and abridge
ail the mechanical and routine passages intes-vening
between Uic salieni peints, andi te weave these peints
iet an artificial, plot. Thse resait is a representation

cf lite whicb, if net unis-uc in Uic sense ef unnatural, is
a: leasi sucli as neyer -as, and never will bc ruec
And accerdiagly, aur feeling in turning again te aur
daily pursuits, alter the perusal cf SUCh warks, is anc
et disappairaiment. itis as if wcwoke tram abeauti-
fui and pleasant dreamr, te grapple once nmcre wli.h île
mechanical routine cf our crdinary occupations.

Sudh is the species of gratification . . . . the imnagin-
ative taculty seeks for itself. But wbaî is Uic guati-
fication wbicb Cod prevides for it ini His Word?

In tbe Bock et Revelation He opens te us Uic sub.
limiiies of a higher sphenc cf existece-a sphere
wbere sin and sarraw are unknewu-aspbereaf wbose
glorics and bicssedness aur conceptiens ujill always
fail short, exait theru bow we may. Oue takes up the
Book, and there reads af an Awaal Faim sealed on the
ibrazie which bas been prepared tram everlasting j
.... cf twcnty-teur eiders ciotbed in white ralment,

wla cast down ibeir golden crowus beltre the firma-
mental sea of crystal, above wbich thse ilirane ls set :
cf a great multitude cf ail nations, anad kindrcd, and
people, aud tangue@,... who stand before thse throne
with palis .. .. in iheir hanàs ; of jubilant barpers

... a new licaven and a new carili ....
And what is thie central figure arousid %vhich ail ibis

lilessc..aess and this glory is grouped? 1t istile figure
cf Hini wbe once trad upen ibis earth, veiling Uic
gleries et His Godliead beneath th c tm of a servant,
and under a slnoud cf flesh and lilnod.

But He is ne langer tbe Man cf Sorrows and uuac-
quainted with grief. He is ne longer compasseti about
with Uic infirmities wbich fleshlis hein ti'; ne longer
pillows bis sbelterless lead upara tbc nugged mounitain
steep, non suts in langoun and exhaustion upon Jaceb's
well. He bath put off bis work-day apparel, and bath
arnayeti Hiniself in His robes af royalty. And a glimpsc
et Hizn in Mis array is affordcd ta us by the inspired
see in Patries.... Here we bave truili, pure truili, out-
stripping fiction, even wben firtion is invested in ber
mosn glewing colours and sears upon bier sublisuesi
wirg... Can we deulit that the glanies cf the spiritual
werld, wben made ta pass befote ithe eyes cf a mind
which is disciplined liy the Spirit cf Gcd, waP! bave
Uic lilessed cifeci et punfying Uic imaginative taculty ;
yea, cf strengthcning ils wing andi rnuderng it cern-
petent, ta bigler fligbts-Goulburn.

BROTHER BROWN AhD BIS GIFTS.

XI was an that day cf "bard, pitiless beggiag "-

tbey cailed it missioraary day.
Bretlser B. was Uiene. Breiber Brown bad spoken

of bis conversion lu Uic early niorning. The tears,
great crystai draps, bad courseti down bis furrewed
checks as lie rcccunted bis expenience for Ilnigh te
torty years," hcw the Lord had deait witli him graci-
ously, and given him very many bics-siugs, Ilfor
whicb,u le said, IlI trust 1 ama truiy thankful

And ilien, wipirag away the tears with bis red silk
banderchiei, lie rerkee tIsai ailb h adin this warld
he owed te religion, Uiat bie was trying "in bis poor
wcak way Ilte serve Uic Lard, andi le hepei lie weuld
flnally meet bis dear broilies-s and sisters ina beaven.

IlCed bless yeu, brotier Brown," said Uic geed
leader.

IlHe's an aid skinflint,» said crazy Bil, wbe sat in a
back scat, ira a boni-se wbisper as bie sbook bis bcad
bebind a broad-shouldered simien in Uic direction et
brother Brown.

Most cf the congregation beard hum, but lappily
lirotier Brown was a littde deaf on ihat side, anti se
le wau spared Uic anaaeyance cf knowing that anytbing
unusual bad occurred.

Bretier Brown lad prayed laudly tIsai île Lard
would send salvatien te a church which, be îald Uic
Lard, was an a dcad conditionj that le wauld break
thc sinncr's beart and revive bis liretbren wbo were
grewlrag so coltib h adn't beaurd ihemn spcak in meet-
ing for six mentls-and tIen, saiti hel in great carnes:.
ness, shaking thse whole church wirb bis knces peunti-
ing upan Uic flear anti friglitcning tIe chiltinen wbe
wes-c jusi caming in, witl lis ibundencus toues, IlO
Lard, give aur ministers more religion !-rcal, aid.
fasbioneti religion.»

Now tIse public service lad begun, and broUie-
Brown was in :iis awn pew. He neyer rrissed Uic
pneaching, thougli il wasn't wlat uscd ta lie, be ofien
said witb a sigh.

The preacher bad gai te bis " secandly," and bro-
tIser Bnown, wbo lad becu nodding, was new aslcep.

He dreanred ; andi thse shadows ibat came and went
an bis wnkled face teld planly ibat ne cndinary
visions wcnc ilutting îlareugh bis braia.

He was suddcraly la Uic vestibule et Heavera-he
ceuiti leu the amusic distiuctly- and when le fins: ap-
peared, Uic doar being siightly ajar, bc obtaineti a
glimpsc cf its glanies.

He was goirag righi ira, but bc heard a sterm voice
near by, which sald, IlStop, maniai, oraiy thc jaist can
ente- here."

At lirs,& bewas indignant, but bis tangue scemced tied
andi a strange spel came aver bina,- bis beaui andi
puise wrere alasosi still.

««On wbat is your La3pe based?" said Uic apparition
belote him.

IlI was a Christian dewn in Uic warlti fer forty
years, saiti brother Brown.

IlThat avaihs you nething 1 I was tIse soienin answer.
<Have you ne aiben plea? I
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