
the Conimittee j and it uas noa threit held rer it of
being dragned 'befvurotht Aisembly. These are
certalnly lnvid (eus If îhey amc net Indecd huînlllating
distinctions. One may bc pardoned for feeling a
degrce Of surprise la finding thrcm sîlmost the mo.qt
promiaent (cataires af a Schemo projectedl ln tht nan
or the unity cf the Churih, and the parity of lui mine',
ters a Scheme by tht adoption of which Ilthe wlict
Churcl la its ministry is te stand shoulder te
shoulder an the saille just and equal platform.»l 1 do
Dot stop te show ihat tue attempt to apply thexe piro.
VI sions gencraliy ta the aid recolving congtegations,
cen by a wise and considerate Cammitîce, wouid
aimait ccrtainly result ln wldespre.id and huriful
irritation A very little reflection will show that there
is materlal for nny amount of misunderstanding
and grievance la these regulationi. Thxey are pro.
ýàbiy necessar>' te prevent abuse In the working cf a
Sustmntation Faand. Theit presence la the Scheme
shows theni te have been deemned se in the opinion
of the Intelligent Committea whicit dreis the bcheme
op. Thar ls anly another evidence that sucli a mode
et sustainîng the ministry la unsuhted ta the circula.
stances of a Church covering se wide an area as
ours, and composed or sucia diverse nuaterlal.

lit Tht Sheme ls one which could only hc
wrougýat by means cf a large and expensave agcncy.
Timere 'vere rcportcd at last AssemblY 730 Pastoral
charges. More ihan the hialt of these embrace ai
least tisa congregatons 'va separate Boaards cf
MIanagemecnt, givlng 1.095 congregatons ai least with
which the Conimîttce administerang this Fund wouid
bave ta deal, and these extendtrig tramn Portage la
prairie ta St. John's, Newfoundiand. The working
et tht Fund would necessarity embrace the reccîpt
and enti>' cf manth>' rccpts troam many of these, and
at lcast q sarterly receipts (rani al, the p.ayment af thc
quattrly dividend te sait the minister, on the Mini-
amsn Stipend plattorm, and of the gran n-an-aid te
those mot on il; nregctiaîîons wath ail aid-receiving
congregations as te tht ameunt wrisch eaî.is must con-
tribute in order te cnriile its aiz. ta be placed
onthe Equal Dividend platfori negatiations waîhali
aid-giving congrcgations as ta what each of themt
vouId Ilbc expectedl te contri bute te tht Fun d,u beyond
the equal divîdend ; the revision of these front tinte ta
time,accordingo ta he ever-changing abilit>' os tht con-
gregations: negritlaîlons with cangregations on becom-
ing var-ant,as ta tht ameunt tht> are ta p.ay te tht 1F und
before being empowered, ta procecd te calia minaster;
dealingç, by correspandenc.. or by deputation, wauu
tosgregations which fait ta implement thear obhga.
tiens te tht Fand ; the examination cf the accounis
of ail aid rec'eivlng congregatiens , a speciai arrange.
ment with tht congrrgation, in aIl cô..es an which
them,ý are debis on buildings reqairing a yearly autia>'
for interest. Such la tht programme cf work whach
tbis Scriaae lays out for tht Committie admanistering
it Tt dots nlot admit cf comparisen, but onl>' of
contrait with the work connected even waîh aur largest
Sîbeme-ithat cf Home Missions. It is impossible ta
%tatc ishat amount cf agency wc..ald be rcq i:red te
carry il eut. It would certainly cake, ;n addition ta
the labours of tht Committet-- labours wathdrawn
for thue turne fra-n ailier important work -the entare
time cf one cf the best business men in the Cburchi,
with a stait of clerks more or Icss numeraus. Thte
t're bank and postage accouant cannecîed waîb r~e
transmission cf se man>' checques, post.office order
ad registered letters wouid bc a large item. And tbt

whole cf ti:is expensive and cumbrous mathinrry as
set up and brought into action ta do whaî te otransfer
the suin cf front $25.0ooo to $30 cao, or about ont-
fiaeenîli part ai tht salary paid lasi year, [rom tht
stronger congregations of the Churca te the weaker.

IV The adoption cf tht Schcme %vould introduce
an elenient, the disturbing effect cf whlcb would be
Nti in the financial arrangements cf tht nuajorit>' cf
ort congregations, and, in ail aur Church Schemes.
The case of thp, Fret Churcli of Scoîland, in wihl tht
Sustentation Schcme bas been wrcught with se mucli
e2rgy, and, though flot soon and flot 'vithout great
il rnculty, with such remarkzable success, is frequently
idduced by tht advocates cf its adoption b>' our
Chîrch. Buti lis case tht Scheme was inauguraied
Lt the very incepiion oi the Churcb. t wa!s made
the main Scheme frain tht rirsi, and the financial
arrangements cf congregatians and tht rirosecution cf
Home and Foreign Mission work were shaped and
luberdtnatcd 3o as ta iccure il% success. In large con-
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gregations, nuoderre seit rena and open collections
wero sufficient ta provide for the utuai congregaional
expenses, and thre Supplcnient paid ta thi minister
beyond the equal dividend. The dlaims cf Home
Missions, Foreign MAssions, aînd other Schemes were
niet by a simple annual collection, witie the ishola
utrengthi cf the coaagregâtioa wAs thrown inta tht
Sustentation Fund Association, %yith ts monthlv col-
Ject Ions and Its munificent subscrlptions. ie, n tht
other haînd, are aslced ta Institute this Scheme, when
we have been develcpiug, under provldentlai leading,
clar ccagregatîonal and general financial arrange-
nments for îblrty, fort>- and filty years In anethler
foaim altagether. Maa;y cf aur congregations-an In.
creaslng number, 1 atm glati te believe--have no seat
renta, and maise, b>' weekly ofTeringsa or by semi-annuai
subsc.apîaons, ail fluatis reqttired ta meet the ex-
penses ai sustaîning ardinances for tlatmselves. la
most of them, ruis3îanry organuzatlons for taking up.
at saaed and net distant iritervals, contributions for
tht Schcrnes af tht Churcli bave baen forrned, and
have been working ivith such gond resulîs tiaat tht
suun for tdicte abjects, whlch amounted in 1875 6 ta
S: 57.259, nmeunted last Year te$171.189 Nowit bas
neyer been stated, se far as I know, b>' tht advocaîes
cf thie Sustentation Scheane, an wbat wny tht larger
or the asd*giving cengregattons, on which anainly the
sur-cess of tht Scheme mnusi test, arc to contribute
their amatants te tht Fund-whcther through their
Bioards cf Management or through their MAssionar>'
Associations, or by antans cf distinctive Associations,
wath their nionthl>' or quarterl>' collections. But la
ishatever 'va> it is donc, 1 an fim>' of opinion that
an adoptang ai this stage P. vast Scheme of this kcind,
we introduit ancilement the disturblng efféct cf which
on tht miachiner> for raising and disbursîng nuone>'
for congrcgational and general purposes, which bais
been formed ivithout an>' such Setieme in viw, and
which as nai n buccesstut working, it is impossible
ta calculate beforeband ; witîe on the harmonieus
workîng of this machiner>' depends aut ablit>'
ta meet existing obligatiens, and tht evcr-iacrtasing
deinan3s made thraugh our rapadl>' extending Homte
Mission field.

These consideraticas are, in muy opinion, af sucli
undeniabie wcight, that at is diflictait ta understand
bois, an vic i oh ei, a sangle Piesbytery shculd re-
commnend tht adoption o! the Sustentation Scheme
by our Caurcu. T2aere as ne force an tht argument
liat i lias succeeded elsewhere-say in tht Fret
Ctiurch ai b :otiand; for it is still an experimenl,
and net an altogether hapeful one, in tht Ptsby-
itian Church oi England. Ir may bc suitedl te the
Face Church. WVe knaav abat it 'vas la a maxiner
ntcessary ai tht disruption period. hI dots notfllow
that i as suitable litre. We bave atather tht large

icentres ai wcaith. netr the 'vide sîretches cf poverty
which art louait within thae Free Churcb of Sceîland,
i n tht ce.extstence cf wirbch bath tht success ai tht
Fund and tbe necessat>' for ils institution aie
fournd; while ire have gtagraphicai distances ta con-
tend with, and obligations fer Cehlege and Hoine Mis-
3ion work te mnezt, wbîch that Church has never had.

White 1 enîcrtain, thierefore, a high regard for the
gentleman Itam irboi ibis Schtmt bas emanaîed,
and whie no anc can doubi that i bas been con.

jccàved and advocated ih thie ver>' best intentions,
1 bave ventured ta craitcisc i frtel>' îndeed, but 1

jtrust mathout entber exaggerataon or nuisstatement. I
b ave wraxîen chtener and more f uli>' on the irbole
subjeci ihan 1 had aatendcd, and unless sanie neis
phase ai thue question as taised, 1 shal flot again
trespass an your readers' attention. Your celumas
ntay be reserved for the dascuassion cf olluer subjects,
or of ibis ane b>' other pens, anud my time is required
foi ather and suit, mare pressing mnterests.

.Toronto, Mlarch jrd, tgS.?. JOHN M. KING.
P.S.-Sincc wri ting the above, TitE PRESByTERIAN

ai Mardi 3rd bas came to hand ; and there is la it,
1 arn glad ta sec, anotber Ietterfrommyfriend Mr. D).
D. McLeod. In tbis letter, witîe maicing no attempt
te substantiate the cxtraordinary miaternent contained
in a previous one, that "that (tht Supplemental)
Scheane badl been adepted by ne Church ili tht world
but one," Mr. McLeodl endeavours te contraveri ai imo
pPints tho positions which I had taken, yeur readers
must judge vants wbat success.

Giancing ait tAie rirst, 1 had said, la apposition te
the above statemuent, Il Taie Supplemental Scienit is ina
operation in tht large m-ajority of Christian Churches

on bothi sides cf the Atlantic; and the reply ks, IlThis
assertion Is in direct contradiction ta what Mr. King
stated In bis former letter.» Now, what had Mir. King
utaicd? That the Scheme mat ured by the Commit tee
and naw sent down to Prembyterles, white agrcing
ln lts "Igenerat principles" with the Supplimental
Sclientes cf ather Churchcs, was Illu Its deuls différ.
ent froni those cf any Cbarch knowu te the writer.»
WVhere is the contradiction aliegodi The Supple.
mental Schene--that Io, In ,§rfan:ple, the plan of
asslating wcak congregctions ta c.nloy the benefits of
a stated ministry by grants lu ald-is In operatien la
varlous Churclies. This particular fort ci tho Scheme,
with Uts ddeails adapted Io the circumstances of out
Canadian Church, is nlot found In any ai thcm. It
will be dttfiu-ai ta milit out tcUber contradiction or
contrarlcty betwean theto two assertIonsi

Mr. hicLeod fs, if 1 arn not mistaken, as fitnie sac-
cessful in the second point which hc cnUtclses. 1 bail
expressedl regret at what looked Ilsa like an attempt
ta prejudîce the fair conulderation of the Suppleniental
Scheme by conncflng it ta-clusîvel, and without any
gond ground. with one Scottish Church." And 1 bail
been careful ta italicize Ilcxclusively," se as te make
it impossible for any one ta mistake what was me.snt.
How does Mr. McrL.eod rcply ? ln these isards, ".411
I si'aft is, that the Schemle of Mr. King is the Schenie
nais In use in the Ur, -cd Pteabyterian Churcli of
Scotland.Y Who dlots net sec abat this is ta shit
the grouad completelyi Te state that Il %r. King's
Schemc "-again, why Mr. Kin,-'à ?-Ilis now ia use In
the United i>resbyterian Churcb of Scotland," white
not cntirely accurate, is vcry difféent frams and much
cos objectionable 'than te say that Ir the S spliteanentai,
Scheme bas beca adopted by no Church but one; I
and aat "lit is a S -heme wbose only onc cummen-
dation, se far as Il tac lcan set, Is that it is in use in"
that Church. 1 acccpr, howcver, very willingly, Mr.
bMcLeod's disclaîrner cf any attempt te prejudtce by
these sta:ements the fair consideration of the Scheme.

_______________ J. M. K.

AGED AND I.VFIRdtf MIA ISTERS' FUIVD.

Ma. EDITOR, - T appears, item a repart of their
prcedings in your imitue cf Fcbruary 17.b, abat the
Presbytery cf Huron bas disapproved of the reguiauions
submittwd te the A-.sen>bly by the Committec on thc
Aged and 1lnfirm Mîlnisters' Fund, and, *1 after a long
dtscussiun," adapted an everture tbat Roces fat btyond
thec cblect. contcmplated in tne reguiaîîon%, proposang
as it does a radical change in the constitution aud
administration cf the Fund. In a letter in the saine
issue, the attention cf Presbytertes as caied ta the
overture, with a view ta their considerang ishether las
proposais may net be a proper substitute for the regu-
lations nowv before thein.

1 do net wish ia this communication te consider tht
overture on ils irnerits; but 1 would respectlully sub-
mit to Presbyteries tbhe propriety cf considening and
prcnouncing tapon thc regulations on their own ments,
in view cf the abjects contemplated in iraming fluen,
instead ai Pitfin.x against thean, as the letter referred
ta suggestu, such a schcnic as that cf the Presbytery cf
Huron, and thereby irnporting iet the considerauaon
of the regulations, qiuestions that abviously calli for a
separate and independent consideration.

The Commtte, ia framing the regulations, hail two
important abjects la view;

a. To nsili,«ate the set'erity of the.0enally attached
te nonjiaymenî cf rate. The penalty, as the Tais now
stands, is totaljorfelure of interestian the Fund. The
Coaanittee bas tenson te believe that the mind of the
Church is Iargely la faveur of such a modification cf
the lais as will discriminate te thue advantage cf iate-
paying ministers, isithout excluding ailiers from iate-
test in the peoplc's libcrality. Sucli a modification is
now subniitted.

2. To inaketh 1k erms an which annuities arc given
te retired nuinisters e<guallyçaalùfactory ta the brethren
o! bath se~ctions cf the Church. Pre,,inus ta thue union,
tht rule in thec wvesl ias $xoo te a minister laid aside
after not less than ten years' service, wihh an addition
of$a Sior every additional year's service; ishereas tht
ruie in the cailt wus $2oo te -a minister retired alter
not lesi then ten years' service, wlîh no increase for
Irnger service. TAhe former ate iras adapted in the
United Church, but the brethren in the cast have
aiways strongiy abjs.ctedl te it. The neis regulation,
giving $150an retireraent after flot less than ten ycars'
service, with an increae cf $5 for every additioa


