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MY DEaAR Mus Taorneay,  Wil) you allow me
to give vou a short aceount of my visit to Philadel.
phia. i the shape of a letter, rather than as a formal
paper 1 think I ran write the one more casily than
the other, and vou are quite at hberty to *cut and
carve * upon it as you like.

I had emaved delightful interrourse with many
friends on thetr wav to the great gathenng, but
it was not s} wathin a few hnurs of starting that |
decided upon gotng myself  The pleasure was prob.
ahly enhanced by being unexvected. 1 left home on
Tuesday marning, Sept 22nd, at g a.m  With a plea.
sant party of **delegated ™ Toronto friends, a day of
bright sunshine, and a route of great interest and
beauty, the 1wrney of about thirty hours was most
ceniavahle.  Iiv the Frie Rallway we had a passing
ghimpse of ** Mighty Niagara,” after crassing the lines
and entering Pennsylvania, we proceeded by the fertile
valleys of the Suvguehanna and Lehigh Rivers, not
forpetting the fur histonic Wyoming, the home of the
mythical Gertrude, and the culmitnating point of the
preturesque tn that district of the * kev-stone ” State.
In fancy. we could see, as in Campbell’s noted vision,
“Lake after lake mtermunably gleam.” The name
sylvanim, so apprapnately chosen by the original pro.
prietor, harmonizes beautifully with the magmificent
forests and diversitied woods of the whole district,
while, underlying this landscape of pictorial wealth, are
treasures of iron, marble and inexhaustible coal.fields,
all gracwusly provided for the service and comfort of
man. From the combination of nature’s beauty and
fertshty, this part of Pennsylvania has been not un.
justly termed, * The Switzerland of America,” it has
strong claims to the wonder and admmiration of every
appresiative traveller, especialiyf, with a philanthro-
pir eve, he can march 1ts moral aspeets, suggestive of
sobriety, order, industry and improvement,

Our urney terminated on \Wednesday afternoon.
We were all soon accommodated either in private
homes or comfortable hotels in the “tuaker City”
Philadelphia is the metropolts, but not the legisla-
tive capital of the State. [t lies between the Delaware
ard Schuvlkill Rivers, its extent is in length not in
breadth (being anly two English rmules».

It 1s a beautful city, and hke the State, bears the
impress of 1ts ongin. having external features of uni-
formity, symmetry, neatneass, repose and benevolence.
its sylvan relationship may be traced in the nomen-
clature of the streets, an alphabetical list of the names
of trees given to those running east and west, the in-
tersecting ones,north and South arecalled numerically,
thus making it casy for a stranger to find his way It
is remarkable that the celebrated Dr. Prideaux in his
well known work, * The connection of the Old and
New Testament,” mives a plan of ancient Babylon,
and says of i, * Much according to this model hath
Wilham P’enn, the Quaker, laid the ground for his
city of Phuladelphia in Pennsylvania ; and were it all
built according to that design it would be the fairest
and best city in all America, and not much behind
any other in the whole world.®  The city is thus
spoken of by ns founder, in his farewell address -
“ And thou, Philadelphia, the virgin settlement of this
province, named befsre thou wert born, what love,
what cate, what service has there been to bring thee
forth and preserve thee ' My love to thee has been
great, and the remembrance of thee affects mine
heart and mine eyes® The God of eternal strength
keep and preserve thee to His glory and thy peace '

‘The grand reception preparatory to the direct busi-
ness «f the Caunril, took place on the cvening of
\Wednesday, Sept. 22nd, i t.e Academy of Fine Arts,
a splendid bailding, whose spacious saloons were
ornamcnted with master pieces of painting, and valu-
able statuary ; contnibutions from gardens and green.
houses, exotis s and foliage plants, elegantly arranged,
whose delighiful perfume made fragrant every corner.
The lecture room and audience-chambers were re-
served far the presentation of the delegates who were
led in by two representativecitizens, George H Stuart
and John Wanamaker, the foreign delegates took the
lead. 2,500 mvitations had been issued. Governor
Hoyt of Peansylvania, presided, along with Mayor
Stokely. Their addresses of welcome were most stirmng
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and cordial. Une of these gentlemen aad . All
classes, artisans, merchants, professional men, our
wives and onr daughiers, with well.wishers from other
chueches have met here (o welcome outr fueads on
this memorable occasion. 1 you were to take Pres-
bytertanism trom Philadelphia, the commonwealth |
would fose one.third of its population and of ts |
wealth, The KRev. Dr. Cairns of Edinburgh, re- I
sponded, taking as hus key-note the transtated motto |
on the tavitation card, ** Let brotheriy love continue.” |
tie satd that when visiung the U nited States, nothung |
had surprised lum more than the magnitude of then
mission work.  General Mclellan, a Presbytenan
cider, sud a few words, and the last speaker was
Narayan Sheshadri, than whoin none was more (ot- |
dually received.  He appeared as the delegate from
many ’resbyteries. f{e 13 a nne specunen of the
triumph of truth aver 1dolatry.

The vast assemblage had been so closely packed
together, it now soupht expansion aud Liberty of
speech, so pressing outward the company spread over [
the whole butlding, and spent the remaindes of the
evening 1n very pleasant intercoutse.  Such wonderful
inteichanges, tecognitions of vld tnends, introdur iuns
to new, warm greeungs, kind inquinies, hand to hand,
heart to heart, truly 8t was a pleasant atmosphere,
and the Academy of Fine Arts presented a scene of
ammanon, cordiality, union and love, not soon to be
forgotten.  We may take note of a very snteresung
hustorical cumridence 10 reference to our great Pres-
bytenan gathenng, In 1630 Witham Penn receved
from Charles 11, then upon the throne, the charter of
propnetorstup of the terntonies west of the Delaware,
now constituting the State of Pennsylvamia, most
appropnately then, has Philadetphia, the «apital
which was soon after founded, been selected as the
place ot meeting for the great Presbyterian Council
of 1530,

Thursday, September 23rd.- The Academy of
Music was the scene of the nrst day's immense gathe
enng. The dclegates met by appuintment, and
walked in procession to the place o, meenung. Afier
they were seated, the public were admatted, but many
had secured seats long betore.  You must now try to
carry your eyeover an audience of at least 6 ovo.  The
building being circular, all were within sight and hear-
ing. [ have seen nothing like 1t since the glonious
Disruption days i Edinburghin 1sa3. Then we were
ready *to hang cir harps on the willows, when we
remembered Zion,"but the Lord hath done great things
for us, whereof we are glad. That was an exadies, this
1s the tmathering, and a new song has been put into
our mouth.

The whole scenc on Thursdav spoke of the vastness
of the world’s redemption.  1f such a gathering re-
presented one section ot the Chnistian Church, what
a great ecclestastical family ! \What a large brother-

hood ! \What a beautiful picture, this communion of
saints ' What a fragrance and power from united
prayer ' How delightful such a cultivation of Chris.

tian friendship, bringing congental minds together,
deepening thar mutual interests, and foreshadowing
the General Assembly and Church of the first-born,
who shall meet 1n the heavenly Jerusalem, on Mount
Zion, and in the city of the hving God.

The opening sermon by the Rev. Dr. Paxton, has
been justly eulogized as not only suitable to the occa-
sion, but as eloquent and powerful. The ** old hua-
dredth * Psalm was sung not at the beginning, but at
the end of the service.  If not artistically it was kears-
ily joined in by the immense audience. Whatagrand
missionary psalm itis ? * All people.” What people ¢
Not the heathen unsaved, but the ;edeemed family of
God. A great congregation uttenng praise and bless-
ing and thanksgiving led by the diessiah Himself, the
chief musician.

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of Phila-
delphia held a special meeting on Tuesday, 28th
September, in the lecture-room of one of the churches.
‘The hall was filled to overflowing, and there were re-
presentations of missiunary organizations from every
section of the Umted States, Canada, England, Ire-
land, Scotland, Africa and India. In the absence of
the President, Mrs. Dr. \WWm. Shenck, Mrs. R. Allen
took the chair. The morning session was commenced
with prayer by Mrs. Cunningham of Wheehing, West
Virginia.  Mrs. Allen delivered the address of wel.
come, andalluded to the first inception of tae mission-
ary work in woman's mind forty years ago in Scotland.
The Americans trace it further back to a juvenile
society in Philadelphia fifty years ago, and before that
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preriod 1t had it inception in the prayers of our fathers
and grandfathers.  After singing the coronation
hymn, the Rev, H. L. Mackenzie {in the room of his
wife, missionary of the Presbyterian Church of ng:
land at Swatow, China, gave an interasting account
of the condition of the missionary work at his station,
anil also brought greetings to the mecting from the
Englah Presbyterian Soclety.

Mis. Murray Michell of Edinburgh, Scotland,
made an elequent and touching appeal for the women
of ladia, among waom she had lived many years, and
to whom she is now returning for a visit.  She said .
* There are 120,000,000 women In India, calling out,
* Shew us the Fathier.'  “There are now in India one
hundred schools, containing 4,000 pupils, and the
noble work i1s advancing rapidly, although much re-
mains to be done,”  Mrs. Cunningham of Wheeling,
Va,, gave an exhaustive resume of the work ol the
six greae P'resbytertan societies in the United States,
and shewed that during the past ten years $962,517.
28 had been expended on forelgn missions.

Mrs. Mackintosh of Belfast, spoke of the work now
being done by the Presbyterian Misslonary Society in
Ireland, though young, it was promising. Mrs. Mackin
tosh added . “If Philadelphia be called thé city of
brothetly love, we have alse found it to be a city of
sisterly grace.”

\ report was read from the Scottish Society for the
Chnsttamzation of Jewish women. The most con-
spicuaus feature of this teport was the statement that
the Society had established a station in Calcutta at
the request of the Jewish residents.

Mrs. Perkins read reports from the Church of Scot-
Iand and Untted 'resbytertan Societies in Edinburgh.
Afier prayer and singang, the forenoon session closed.
There was an tnterval of two liours for lunch and so
walintercourse,  The afternoon meeting was held in
the church, and was attended by seven hundred
ladies. 1t comnmenced at half past three, Mrs, Dr,
Wilson leading in prayer.  Miss Pringle from Edin-
burgh, read a paper on the Waldenses, and made an
earnest appeal on behalf of the pastors of the valleys,
who are very poorly paud.

The report of our Canadian Missionary Saciety was
then called for, and as Mrs. McMurrich and | were
the only representatives, our esteemed Presudent,
Mrs. McLaren, requested me to say a few words;
50, although, I had not the official badge of a dele-
gate, 1 was not without my credentials,  As you may
suppose, [ felt very nervous at the sound of my own
voice in the presence of such an audience ; however,
I tried to convey to them the Christian greetings of
our Society in Canada, and comung as | did from the
land of Knox, of Chalmers, of Guthne, and of Duff, |
would be unworthy of my name, my ancestry, my
irth, and my education, if I could not say a words on
behalf of the missionary cause. 1 prefaced what |
had to read by saying, thatin these days of divergence
from the good old way, it had refreshed my heart to
come to this city and find 1t sucha stronghold of Pres-
byterianism, and to mee: with so many noble stan-
datrd bearers for the truth. The scene of last Thurs.
day was glorious and memorable ! Your magnificent
hall in the Academy of Music was never before fiffed
with such an audience of leal-hearted Presbyterians.
[ts walls never echoed such strains as those of our
Church’s psalmody. The sight of such a gathenng
on such an occaston, was an ample compensation to
the tniends who had encountered perils by sea and by
land, 1n order to join the goodly company. Yes, an
assembly so vast could only be brought and bound
together by a chord of sympathy, the sole result of
the touch of love and the power of God's Spirit. Surely
1t was worth coming for, nay more, it was worth living
for.

The year 1880 will be one of great note in our
ccclesastical history. The centenary of Chalmers,
and the jubilee of missions have lately been cele-
brated 1n my fatherland; how wisely and suitably then
was 1t arranged that the second great Council of the
Presbyterian Church should be held in Philadelphia,
the “city of brotkerly love.,” This Council presents
to the world not only a picture of Christian unity, but
we trust, it will give a mighty impulse to our nussion
work, 2 creative or reviving source of influence and ex-
tension. Dearfriends, this gathering to-day as well as
thoseof the past week, have a voice although aword had
not been spoken. They tell us how boundless the work
of converting heathendom whether at home or abroad,
a work which shall never be finished till the Messiah,
the bridegroom shall come to claim his bride, and



