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Princiral Catrys, of the United Presbytenan
Church delivers this year the Cunningham course of
lectures. His subject is " English Unbelief In the
Eighteenth Century.”

THE theological students of the United Presbyter.
fan Church of Scotland have remitted to the Diddle
University at Charlotte, N.C,, $6,120 for a fund, the
interest of which is to be appropriated to aid students
preparing for mission work in Aftica,

IN Holland, owing to the strict exclusion of Chris.
tian teaching from State schools, A movement has
been set on foot by the earncst Christians of the
country tq establish szhools in which shall be given
fnstruction in the Scriptures, and $4,500,000 has been
already raised for this object.

Six, H. ELLIOT, the English minister in Austria,
has asked (or explanations from Baron Haymerle re-
specting the position of the Free Reformed Church
in Bohemia. Baron Haymerle replied that the Aus.
trian Cornstitution guarantees religious freedom, and
the Government would enforce the law in the strictest
manner,

TAE Roman Catholics in Cochin, South India, hav-
ing lately obtained possession of a church which had
formesly tieen the property of the Synan Christiars,
searched the houses in the village for Bibles and other
books which the people had bought from a Church
Missionary Society colporteur, znd made a great bon-
fire of thera in front of the church.

FATHER CHINIQUY has lcft Australia for New Zea.
land en rostfe for Amenica. A farewell meeting was
held which was well aitended.  1n the address pre-
sented, several conversions from Roman Catholicism
were spokets of as the result of his visit.  ft was also
stated thatun the colontes £4 760 had been contn-
buted to his mission in Amenica, of whick £2,200 had
been given iy New South Wales,

WE undesstand that a unanimous call has been
addressed to the Rev. Dr. John Gibson, of Chicagn,
by the St. John’s Wood Presbyterian congiegation,
London, England. It might be difficult to say whether
Dr. Gibson's present position, or that to which he is
invited, is upon the whole the more important and
influential.  We have no doubt that the doctor’s final
decision on the subject will have been arrived at from
an honest and single-hearted desire to do what, on
the whole, would be most likely to advance that
cause to which he has consecrated his life. Let
us hope that the result will be that he remains on this
side of the Atlantic.

THE * Christian at Work,” from its favourable posi-
tion of intelligent observation, says : “ The Indepen.
dent Irish Catholic movement is daily strengthening
2nd broadening, The number of Roman Catholic
priests who have renounced thesr allegiance to the
Pope, and have accepted Father McNamara as their
bishop, increases. Many in the Ronish Church are
restive under the yoke imposed upon them, and feel
that it cannot be endured by men who respect their
own reason and conccience.  Bishop McNamara tells
the Irish in America, if they ever want to be free,
they must cut loose from the Italian priesthood, take
the Holy Scriptures-for their spiritual guide, and obey
politically only the Constitution of the United Siates.”

INSTEAD of the concessions confidently expected
before the anniversary of the Czar’s accession, regard-
ing the position of the Jews, there is increased sever-
ity toward them. The Jews are driven to represent
thermsclves as Protestant Christians to escape expul-
sion by the police from St. Petersburg. In the Gov-
ernments of Lula, Orel, and KharkofT, Jews established
in business many years are ruthlessly expelled.  Still,
the general tendency of Count Melikoff’s effortsis de-

clared to be liberal.  He has daily consultations with
the Czarewitch, frem which good is likely to result,
Thewell knownbartister Stassow,whohasalreadybeen
several times arrested and released, has been once more
arsested on a charge of complicity with the Nihilists,

THE latest archeological exploit has been the un.
carthing of 2 great Asiatic empite, whose name and
existence, until recent excavations in the Asiatic pro-
vinces of Tutkey Lrought it to light, were previnusly
unknown. The unearthed empite was called the
Empire of the Hittites, and its rule extended (rom the
Caspian to the Egean Seas. The Hittites were a
1 terary people, and one of their principal cities was
called Book Cuy.  There are a few scatiered notices
about this peoale in the Bible, but archasalogists con.
tend that they were then in their decadence.  Some
blucks covered with inscriptions in the language of
the Hittites have been sent to the British Muscum
for Onentiul experts to ponder over and decipher il
they can.

Bisiior CoLENSQ has published a letter in reply to
a statement that he had been deposed by the Bishop
of South Africa,after due trial, on his failureto appear
according to notice. He denies that he was cited to
appear before the Synod of Bishops, at which a sen-
tence of deposition was pronounced against him, The
Privy Council, hic states, pronounced Dishep Gray's
procecdings null and void, and the trial Lefore the
Synod of Bishops, hehas every reason to believe, was
an afterthought, when it was feared that the proceed-
ings under Bichop Gray’s letters patent nught be
declared invalid, If the ishops “formally pro-
nounced sentence against me,” adds Bishop Colenso,
#they did so against an absent man, who had not
only never been heard in his own defence, but had
nevee even had notice that he was about to be tried.”

Ox a recent Sabbath the Pope received the hom-
age ol Cathohic philusophers and sgientists, of whom
many were in Rome from diff.zent countrtes.  In the
Sala Ducale, where the seception was held, thare was
a congregauon of upwards of 4,000 pérsons. An
address in Latin wasread to the Pope, who responded
in the same language. Heexpressed great joy at sce-
tng himself surrounded by such a multitude of ductors
and students of true plulosophy, and dwelt upon the
importance and sigmficance of the event, especally
in these days, when scicnce is so highly lauded. He
dwelt upon the impoitance of the philosoohy of St.
Thomas Aquinas, and especially on its great unlity as
a means of combaung the scepticism of the pre<ent
century. le pointed out that it was not opposed to
the progress of nawral science,  He strongly exhorted
those present to cullivate nawural science, but in a
Christian manner.,

ACCORDING to Herrvon Puttkammer, the Prussian
Minister of Education, there has been a steady in-
crease of cnme and immorality in the great towns of
Germany duning the last ten years ; and the Mimster
declared in Parhament the other day that this un-
satisfactory state of things had not been without effect
on the teachers of elementary schools. He had no
fault to find with the majority of the schoolmasters ;
still the tone of the class hdd degenerated in all the
chief centres of industry with the exception of Berhn.
Tlus was to be atinibuted in a considesable measure
to the increased fucilives for drinking, which had been
providedby recentlgislaton,and which had injuriously
affecied large sccuions of the community.  Herr von
Puttkammer also urged that elementary teachers had
lately been spoiled by too much attention, pohincians
of all parties having vicd with each other in the at-
tempt to win their support.

THE Rev. W. T. Stevenson of Rathgar, Ireland,
has bieen delivering a course of lectures to the stu-
dents of the Free Church in Edinburgh and Glasgow,
on Foreign Missions, and that with such success that
before his departure from Edinburgh Mr. Stevenson,
was presented with a memorial requesting him to re-
deliver,at an casly date, a portion of the series in the

form of six publie addressee, the mectings to be held
in the Frce Assembly Hall, so that the people of
Edinburgh generally, as well as the students, may
have an opportunity of listening to the 1rish Con.,
vener's stirring pleas for Foreign Missiuns, The
memorial itcelf appears to be a unique document,
and rarely has such a request been presented ina
manner 3o honvurable alike to the recipient, and to
those who prefer it. It is signed by representatives of
all denominations in the city, and expresses the most
cordial sense of the benefit which the lectures are
calculated to confer upon the aggressive work of all
Christian Churches. [t {s signed amongst others by
the Lord Pravost of Edinburgh. Among Free Church
names appear those of the Moderator (Mr, Chalmars
Burns), Principal Rainy, Dr. Begg, Sir Henry Mon.
cricfl, Dr. Gould, Rev. Alexander \Whyte (St George's),
Rev. J. H. Wilsen (Barclny), Rev, Dr. Wilson (Con-
vener Sustentation Fund), together with numerous
clders and deacons. Among Established Church
names appear those of Dr. Robertson {Greyfriars),
Dr. Macgregor (St. Cuthberts), Dr, Herdman (Con.
vener Foreipn Missions), etc,, etc, Among Episcopal
names are those of Dr, Cotterell (Bishop of Edin.
burgh), Dr. Sandford, ete, ete. Among United
Presbyterians Dr, Cairns signs, and among Indepen.
dents Mr. Cullen,

AN important discovery has just been made in Ja.
pan in certain Sanskrit MSS. The Japanese are
Buddhists. In China there are many millions of
Buddhists, whose religion was, of course, introduced
from India. There are, however, no Sanskrit MSS.
in Clina ; at least, none have rewarded very diligent
search. [t has just been discovered that there are
Sanskrit MSS. in Japan. Buddhism did not reach
Japan dircct from China, but from Corea, but it was
known that Buddhist pricsts came from Japanto study
in China. Some years ago, Dr, Edkins, the learned
Chinese scholar, who had formerly assisted Professcr
\Wilson, sent a small vocabulary printed in Japan to
Professor Max Muller. It contained Sanskrit words,
cxplained in Chinese, and transliter. ted in Japanese.
Tlus proved that at one time or other Sanskrit had
been studied in Japan. Another piece of good luck
followed soon after. One of the greatest Buddhist
communitics in Japan sent a yourg Buddhist priest,
Mr. Bunyin Nanjio, to Professor Max Miller at Ox-
ford, in order that he might learn Sanskrit and Pali,
and thus beableto read the sacred writings of Buddha
in the original. Professor Max Miiller urged his pu-
pil 1o make inquiries through his friends at home for
Sansktit MSS,, and 1n December 1ast alearned Budd-
hist priest, Shunta Tslikawa, sent the Profeszor a
book containing one of the sacred texts of their reli-
gion in the origmnal Sanskrit. The Sanskrit was
written in the old Nepalese alphabet, cach word trans-
literated with Japanese leuters, and translated into
Chinese. He requested Professor Max Miiller to read
the text, cortect it,and send it back to Japan. Though
the Sanskrit was wnitten in a difficult alphabet and full
of nustakes, Professor Max Miiller was able to lay 2
correct copy, with translation and notes, before the
members of the Royal Asiatic Society at their Jast
meeting. It turned out to be the hitherto unkhown
Sansknt onginal of a Sftra, translated into Chinese
400 A.D,, possibly 200 A.D., and contained a descrip-
tion of the Buddhist Paradise, which with the North-
ern Buddhists took the place of Buddha's Nirvéna, It
may be hoped that new treasures will be forthcoming
from the same quarter.  Anyhow, this one discovery
has proved two important points—first, that the
Chinese iranslations of Buddhist texts, when compared
with their Sansknt or\lginals, are full of misunder-
standings, someumes affecting the very essence of
Buddha's teaching ; secondly, that the Buddhism of
Japan, being chiefly founded on the Mah3y4na school,
13 In many points in direct opposition to the original
teaching of Buddha, and that no greater boon could
be conferred on the 30,000,000 of Buddhists in that
country than to have the simple words of Buddha
translated for them into Japanese direct from Sam-
skrit and Pali.



