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natives ; and the excitement and wonder
caused by a steamer arriving caunot be
imagined except by those who have
witnessed it. When the vesse! younded
the point smoking, they ran to report to
the missiduaries * a ship on fire.” When
we suchored, the shouting and applause
were quite dedtening, 'the vessel was
soon crowded with amazed spectators,
who, frightened, did not know what way
to look or turn. The Torch was the firs!
steain vessel they had seen. The survey
of this island was complete on the 27ih,

The Torch was dismantled, and every
thing housed snug, and she steamed
against a south east trade, head sea, and
adverse current, to Ovalau, Fidjees, in the
short space of four days and sixteen
hours, stepping daily to get deep sound-
ings from 500 to upwards of 600 fathoms,
to acertain if any connection existed
between the groups. H.'M ship Herald
was net foukd here, ahhough the 2ppoint-
ed place of yendezvaus. On the Turch’s
arrival an the evening of the first of June,
the shores were densely crowded with
beings gazing with anxious wonder at
every revolution of the wheels, shouting
and yelling at every manceuvre. The
vessel had got (from the want of know-
ledge of the pilut) a little ton close to the
beach, and 1he natives thought she was
coming}in awong them, but when they
saw her go astern with as much ease as
ahead, their rosr will not easily be for-
gatien ; it was only surpassed by the yell
that foiluwed whea the steam was blown
off. 'They remained on the beach tili
uzar midnight, talking over and wonder-
ing at what they had witnessed, but not a
word above a whisper. For three suc-
cessive days, no duty covld be performed ;

the vessel was giveu up te their curiosity,
aund she was crowded—the cabins, decks,
aud paddle boxes, every where they could
cram, 1t was indeed ~ novel sight for
them, 208 oLe never tu be fargotten.
e Well 1" they exclaimed, ** white folks
are wonderfuk persous ;™ bLut what tunny
syple to make sails of woud and coals.
Uney asked if the guds juspired us, or it
the spinits tid us s do this.

War, and its avendant, cannibalism,
were s.4]} rife.  Oaoly the day befuse the

Torch's wrrival, toenty-seven had been
kijred aud u feast wade of theic badies ;

several of the badves were ou buard whe

bad panshen of 18 vepasi.  They sl
kil fus tae sehe of huwaa gesh, und cou-

sider it a-great luxury—worth the tzoubls
of killing for. Sume of the scene!
narrated by white 1esidents were buib)
horrifying and frightful, and, unless cor.ff
roborated by others, could hardly have
been eredited. Although surrounded iyiff
hundreds of these people at times, til
vessel was perfectly free from all treach§
ery. The natives knew where they wew,
aud not one of the many hundreds wiy
visited the ship would have touched a pg;
v the deck, frum fear of the consequence |
They were nearly all naked, and they
bodies and faces covered with oil andsoq
their war costume, % * % %  QOn
20th June, the ‘FTorch again anchored u
Auneiteum, for wood sufficient to take by
to the Isle of Pines. UVuring the stayd)
the Torch at Apeiteum, the new chur;
78 by 36, built entirely by the industru
natives, was opened by the Rev. Mew
Inglis & Geddie, in the presence of 10y
ersons, who have embraced Chnstiany,
I'he opportunity was taken of unuign;
holy wedlock nine couples, who had be
wailing this occasion. The chorch uijl
us grounds were decorated with all i
Torch’s flags, and 'to the natives ludi]
most brilliant and imposing effect, Th
scene was both amusing and novel, uf
described by the officers of the Tocch, Tt
ahout-to-be happy couples turned the
backs upon each viher as they pronouue
tho * Yes:? there was an uunnecessu)
degree of bashfulness sbout the wome,
and a great want of pallantry among
young 1aen, whe, after being congnis
lated by all, the brides went out of o
duor, while the bridegrooms went va i
another, ‘They chose 1heir own
and took different ones.
there was a goud feast.
July the Toreh lef: Aueiteum, und am
at the Isle of Pines on the 13th, passingly
Mare (Loyaliy Isles),and over the posiuufs
of Durram’s Reef. She had scans)
comnenced her surveying here, wheasds
was bluwa off among the Royalty Isiesa
a westerly gale, and did nut recover ¥
position for several days aheraud
Finding a bank, before unknown, 11 mi
from-the Nautilus group, she remrned
the auchorage, and filled np with woud
comnplete the survey of the preat S
veef of New Caledonia. 'The Fred
calurs were displayed on one of the o
picturesque spois the island affords, s
ihe mission. The were evidently
prised at the vieit ¢f a Dritish ma
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