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Our informationiiin regard tu the ear13 religion of China is (lerived front
two w'orks enittle1 resi)eetiv'ely te Shu Iiég andf te Shi Kiinoyl

liesides these, there is aiioter anmmenmt w urk gretty prizedI bv the chi-
nese calied the 'fi King. Ihi, ik, homeve.r, le.ss important for our present
l)urpos. The Sh it Kinge is made up uf et.ratti fronm the ancient recordls of
the Empire. Thesie bave beeu :,eIected Iarge1> fur their ethical or religions
vaiue. These recordLs begrin to be ui Lem lior-ir3 %vith te events they de-
scribe ii te Lwenity-:sccond( enmtmr before Christ. The Shi l<iîg ks ill
a netent collection of poeins.

rirom these docuimuents iL appear.xi tiat the religion of China, in theeariy
<lays of our acquaiitaine m ith it, %;.-ý putrer aniff loftier tarit I lias been. aù
any tinte silice.

iThe Chinese at te tinte rep.Iresentied 1). Litent îvorshipped a Supreine.
I)ivinity. SagTi, Lite word.', uneaing te Great Ituier. lle wvas inflexibly
just. Ife was no respecter of person.s. Becawîe the ancestors bird bent
favored by imi, it (id itot follott thjat thme tde.ceadanjts coulàd trust to a, con-
tiniance of t'his favor. A.: ýooii asi the virtiues which hiad wonu the protee-
tion of ileaven in te casie of the ancestors were negiccted, the blessings
they Itad enjoyeci coul no longer be expectcd.

Besides tiiis suprene rider, iinfer.ior s)i rit:s were worshipped. These
wcre thte spirits of tHe grain, of te mtntaitis and of otlier objeets.

lu their thonghlt of the.se sp)irit.,, as weiI as iii titat of te suprerne ruler,
the Chinese were extrentiely prt<>:«.tc. The spirits of the grains aind of the
mututains were these, and nothing more. Tliey were iiiere abstractions.
The Great Ruier was titis, aid nothiuîg mtore. 'No myth adorned the
reliitis thoughit of titis early people. Thte objecis of their worsluip iîddiio
itistory andI no colicrete personality.

Devotioît was ansuo paid to aticestors. These were ionored by feasts. At
une tinte ini those feasts the ancestors ne re repres-entedl by a yoîtth, to wxvhom
tue daintiestfare îN'as offered and hornugre Nvas paidl.

The Enuperor Nyas reiied upoît Lo kieep iii order both. the wvorid of itien,
and the worid of spirits. Ife controlled both Nvorlds by controlling tite
Empire. W'len flie affairs of men %vere in disordler te spirits caught'the
infection, and kbrale' througir te proper bou uids. Titis mneans sirnply that


