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The Sweetest Lives.
Tho gweetest Jives are those to duty wed,
Whose deeds, both groat and small,
R Arc close-knit straws of an unbroken
thread,
Where love ennobles all,
The world may sound no trumpets, ring
no bells,
The Book ot Lito tho shining record tells.
Thy love shall chant i1ts own beatitudes

Aftep l‘ts own life-working. A child's
kiss

Set on thy sighing lips shall make theo
glad ;

A Poor man scrved by thee shall make
thee rich ;

A sick man helped by thee shall make
thee strong ;

Thou shalt be served thyselt by every

sense .
Of service which thou renderest.

JOHN WESLEY.

family, was short of stature. He

vorsatlon with two or three verscs of , bright culns.

somo hymn strikingly approprlate to the
occasion, and made every onc feel at
ease by his unaffected courtesy and Lis
varied conversation. Two years beforo
his death, nis friend, Alexander Knox,

had an opportunity of spending sume ,

days in his company., He endeavoured
to form an impartial judgment of the
venerable evangelist. The result was,
that every moment aforded fresh reasons
for estcom and veneratlon. * So fino
an old man I never saw . The happiness
of his mind beamed forth in his coun-
tenance. Every look showed how fully
he enjoyed ‘the gay remembrance of a
life well spent.’

“ Wherever Wesley went, he diffased a
portion of his own felicity. Easy and
affable in his demecanour, he accommo-
dated himself to every sort of company,
and showed how happily the most

; finished courtesy may be blended with
; the most perfect plety. )
John Wesley, ltke all the Epworth . sation we might be at a luss whether to pressed by Mr. Wesley's preaching, this

In his conver-

|
(

He would take the chil
dron in his arms, and bless them , recon
cile thelr little Jdiffercnees, and teach
them to love one another. In his last
years ho greatly rejoiced at tho rise of
Sunday -schools all over the country, and
preached sermona un thelr behall ln'
varfous places. The singing of the boys |
and girls, selected out of the Sunday
school at Bolton, seemed to him a blessed 1
antidpation of the song of angels {n our
Father's house. Ono who loved chil-
dren more than Wesley it would b bard
indeed to find. *I roverence the youug,” |
he sald, “becaass they r.ay do useful
after I am dead.”

Wesley and a preacher of his wore once
fnvited to lunchcon with a gentleman,,
after gservice. The itinerant was a man |
of very plain manuners- quite unconscious |
of thc restraints belonging to good so-
clety. While talking with their host's
daughter, who was remarkable for her
beauty, and had been profoundly im.

tndelible impression. I can rotraco no
word but of tendetness, nu actloan but of
condescensiun  and  gencrosity,”  She
clearly shows huw great a mistako It was
to ropresent Wesloy as atern and stolcal.
"It ochooves a relative,” she ndds, “to
rondet .6 justico to his private virtues,
and attest from oxperienco that no

: human being was moro allvo to all the

tender charitles of dumestic ltfo than
Joha Wealey. Hia Indifferonce to
cnalumny, and inflexible persevorance In
what he bolioved hls daty, has daon the
causo of this idea

Miss Wesloy has alse given a charm
ing description of thelr visit to Canter-
bury in 1775, ° He sald {n tho carringe.
‘You are just tho right ago to travel
with me. No one can censure you and
me.” Thoe {nstances of hls tonder carc
are fresh In my mind. As wo juurneyed
the weather was very cold. The
preacher—who rode on horseback by the
sido of the carriage—at the fleat stagoe.
brought a hassock, with somo straw, to
keep his feet warm. Instantly
he asked * *Where s ono for my

meagured not quite five feet six
inches, and weighed one hundred
and twenty-fivo pounds, He
see¢med not to have an atom of
superfuous flesh, but was mus-
cular and strong. His face was
remarkably fine, even to old age.
A. clear, smooth forehead, an
aquiline nose, an eye the bright-
est and most plercing that can
be concelved, conspired to render
him a venerable and most In-
teresting figure, In youth his
halr was black; in old age, when
it wag White as snow, it added
fresh grace to his appearance,
which was like that of an
apostlee He wore a narrow
. plaited stock, and a coat with a

small, upright collar. He allowed
himself no knee-buckles, and no
silk or velvet in any part of his
dress,

Wesley was scrupulously neat
in hig person and habits. Henry
2luore never saw a book mis-
placed, or a scrap of paper lying
about his study in London. His
punctuality and exactness en-
abled him to transact the enor-
mous Wwork which rested on |
him tor half & century with per-
fect composure. He once told
a friend that he had no time to
be in a hurry. “Though I am
alwayg in haste, 1 am never in a
hurry, because I never undertake
any more work then I can get
through with perfect calmness
of spirit.”

He <vrote to all who sought
his coupnsel, and had, perhaps, a
greater number of pious corres-
pondents than any man of his
century. He did everything de-
liberately, because he had no
time-to spend in going over it
agaln, Moore says he was the
slowegt Wwriter he ever saw.

Wesgley on one occasion safd
to hig brother Charles’ youngest
son: “Sammy, bde punctual
‘Whenevar I am to go to a place,
the first thing I do is to get
ready; then wkat time remains is
.all’ my own.” His coachman

dJoun Westey.

little girl ** Nor would he pro-
ceed till I was as well accommo-

dated as himself. You knew
him. Did you over seco him in-
attentive to the (feellngs of

others, when thoso feelings did
not impede his plan of useful-

nesa? As wo proceeded, he
pointed out overy remarkable
rlaco we passed, and con

descended to delight and in-
struct, with the¢ same bonign
spirit which distingulshed him
in public. I remember reading
to him part of the way Beattlo's
*Minstrel - a book Jjust pub-
lished, and which, he suld, as I
loved poetry, would entertain me,
making remarks 25 wo went up-
on the other poems. He would
not allow the people to call me
up tilt six fn the mornlug.
though ho himsel? preached at
five, and always procured me
the most comfortable accommo-
datlon In every place where wo
sofourned.

“ My brother Charles had an
attachment in early lfe to an
.amiable girl of low birth. This
+  Was much opposed by my mother

and her family, who mentioned
, it with concern to my uncle.
I Finding “from my father that

this was the chlet objection, he

. observed ‘Tben there Is no
H family, but I hear the girl Ia
' good.” ‘ Nor no fortune, elther,
| said my mother, ‘and she {3 n
! dawdle’ He made no reply,
but sent my brother fifty pounds
for his wedding dinner, aand, I
belleve, sincerely rogretted he
was crossed in his inclinatfon—
as she married another. But
h he always showed peculiar sym-
) pathy to young persons in love.”
Lord Macaulay's judgment,
that Wesley possessed as great a
gentus for government as Riche-
Heu, is rcpeated on every hand,
In a confldential letter to Lis
sister, 3{rs. Hall, dated Novom-
ber 17, 1742, Wesloy acknow-
ledges with gratitude tho gift ho

J

was expected to be ut the door
oxsctly at the moment fixed.
It anytbing detained his carriage, Wes-
ley would walk on unttl it overtook him.
Every minute, both of day and night,
had its appointed work. * Joshuz, when
T g0 to bed, I go to bed to sleep, and not
to talk,” was his rebuke to a young
preacher who once shared his room, and
wished to steal some of Wesley’s pre-
clous moments of repose for conversation
. on some difficult problems. To ons who
*asked him how it was that he got
through so much work In so short a
time, he answered : “ Brother, I do only
one thing st 8 time, and I do it with all
my mjght.”

Wesley was greatly beloved in the
‘homeg where he was entortained during
his long itinerancy. He would spend
an hour after dinner with his friends,
pouring fortb higrich store of anecdotes,
to the delight of young and old. “He ‘
was always  at home, and quite at‘
Uberty.,” He generally closed the con- i
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admire most bis fine classical taste, his
extensive knowledge of men and things,
or his overflowlng goodness of heart.

While the grave and serious Wwere.

charmed with his wisdom, his sportive
sallles of innocent mirth delighted even
the young and thoughtless, and both
saw, in his oninterrupted cheerfulness,
the excellency of tiue religion. No
cynical remarks on the levity of youth
embittered his discourses, No ap-
plausive retrospect to past times marked
hig presert discontent. In him even old
age appeared delightful, like an cvening
without a cloud ; and it was impossible
to observe him without wishing fer-
vently: ‘May my latter end be like his’ *
‘Wesley's relations to children and young
people set his character In a peculfarly
attractive light. His visits were eagerly
anticipated dy his young friends. He
provided himseli with a stock of new

guod man noticed that she wore a gum-,
ber of rings. During a pause in the,
meal, he took hold of the young tady s,
hand, and, raising it, called Wesley s at- .
tention to the sparkling gems. What .
dn you think of this, sir, said he, fur.
a Mecthodists hand ?° The girl tarned .
crimson. The queslun was extremety ,
awkward for Wesley, anose aversion fur .
all display of jewellery was so well,
known, But the aged evangelist showved .
a tact which Lord Chesterfield might have ,
envied. With a quiet, benevolent smile, ,
he looked up, and simply said. The,
hand s very beautiful.” The young,
lads appeared at evening worship with- .
out her jewels, and became a firm and
decided Christian.

In 1821, Wesley's nicce sent Adam
Clarke a sketch of some Incidente in his,
life, iIn which she says. “ His dis ,

. tingulshed kindness to me, f[rom the.
money, and often gave tkem one of these i carliest period I can remember, made an I this growth,

possessed for the management
of his socletics. I know this
18 the preucat talehl God has glven me,”
arc his words.

No great statesman eser watched tha
cotirse of public opinlun more carefully
than Wesley watched the progress of
events 1o Mcthodiam.  He did aut think
out a system and force It on hls peoplo.
There 18 no special evidence of Inventive
puncr 1n Wesley's adminlstration.  He
nimscl! speaks of hus want of any plan
for financial matters. Hia rule oser tho
united suuclies vwed 1t suwess to the
fact that he was alnays avaning himselt
ol wne fresh Lght whilh cxpericnce gave.
Mcthodist organization tas a gradual
growth. Locai eaputaments which ap-
proved themscives b praclico were in-
troduced 1nto asl the sucleties. Leadors,
stewards and iay precachers the main
Justtuments o spreadsdg  &and  con-
setying the resuits of the cvangell-
cal revival, were all the fruit of



