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HOW THE CHILDREN FLAY INJAFAN. ruceon long stilts ; at other times thoy , the boys have their “ Foast of Flags.” and is hollow. When there is a
Bf E WARREN CLARKE. , would have wrestling matches, in which , They celebrate tho day very peaceably, ' breezo it fills with wind, and its tail
L. ; little  six-year-old yourngsters would , with games and toys. Thoy have sets, and fins flap in the air, a3 though it
Tne most interesting sights are the towsand tumble one another to the of figutes, representing suldiers, heroes, , were trying to swim away The fish
games and sports of the children. The . ground. Their bodies wero stout and and celebrated wacrigrs, with flags, is intended to show that there are beys
Japsnese beliove in enjoy- = in the family. It is the
ing themselves, aud the carp, which is found in Jup-
youny fulks are as ‘arighl and anese watery, arl «wims
merry as the children of aguiost the stream. and leaps
other climes. The girls play over waterfalla.  The hove
battledore and shuttlecock, must therefure learn from the
and the boys fly kites and fish to persevere aguinst
spin tops. The girls enjoy difficulties, and surmount
their game very much, and every obstacle in lifa.  Whan
are usually dressed in their hundreds of these huge fishrs
prettiest robes and bright- are scen swimming in the
coloured girdles, their faces breaza, it presents R very
are powdered with a little curious appearsnce.
-rice flour, their lips are tinted The gis 18 have their “Feast
crimson, and their hair is of Dolls” on the thinl day
done up in a most extraor- of the third month. During
dinary fashion. the week preceding this holi
They play in the street, day, the shops of Tokio are
sumetimes fornung a circle of filed with dolls and ri hly
half a duzen or more, and dressed figures. This “ Feast
sending the flying shuttle ot Dolls " is a great galaday
cock from one to the other. for the girls. They hring out
They are very skillful, and all their dolls and gorgeonsly
rarely miss a stroke. The dressed imnages, which are
boygs like a stroug wind, that quite numerous in respect
their kites may soar higu; able familics, having been
but the girls sing a song that kept from one generation to
it may be calm, so that their another. The images rangs
shuttlecocks may go riglit. from a few inclLes to a foot
The boys have wonderful in height, and represent
kites, made of tough paper court uobles and ladies, with
pasted on light bamboo the Mikeko and his bouso-
frames, and decorated with hold. in full costume. They
dragong, warriors, and storm are all arranged on shelves,
bobgobling, Across the top with many other beautiful
-of the kites is stretched a tovs, and the girla present
thin ribbon of whalebone, offerings of rice, frumt, and
which vibrates in the -ind, “ gaki” wine, and nimic all
making a peculiar hum_ing the routine of court life.
sound. When I first walked The shops display large num-
the streets of Tokio, I could bers of theso images at this
ot imagine what the strange special season ; after the holi-
noises meant that seemed to davs they suddenly disappear,
proceed from the sky above T once bought a large doll-
me; the sound at times was baby at one of the shops, to
shrill and sharp, and then send homo to my little sister,
low and musical At last X the doll was dressed in the
discovered several kites in ordinary way, having its
the air, and when tho breeze head shaved in the style of
freshened, the sounds were most Japanese babies. Tt
greatly increased. was so Jifclike, that when
Sometimes the boys put propped up on a chair a per-
glue on their kitestrings, son would casily suppose it
near the top, and dip the to be a live baby
strings into pounded glass. In going along the Tori, ¥
Then they fight with their would often sce 2 group of
kites, which they place in children gnt,helr’ul arhzund 2
wper positions, and attempt . street story-teller, listenin
& lI:wP::lch n:{..her's stxings JapANESE LaDY AXD Cainp. with widening eyes ang
with the pounded glass, When & chubby, and their rosy checks showed | daimio proccssions, and tournaments. , broathless atte tinn o the ghost story
string is severod, a kite falls, and is signs of health and happiness. They , Outside the house a bamboo pole ia, or startling romanoe which ho was
claimed by the victor, The boys also, were always good-natured, and never | erccted by the gate, from the top of parrating Meany old folka 2lso guth
have play-fights with their tops, ,allowed themselves to get angry. , which & large paper fish is suspended. ,ered ar--nd, and, the story teller
Sometimes I met boys running a, On the fifth day of the fifth month , This fish is sometimes six foot long, ,shouted s,.d stamped op bis alevated
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