HISTORY OF THE WAR .OF 1812.

451

Grace and the battery the objects of his next
attack.

Full details of the reasons for, and objects
of the attack, will be found.in Admiral Cock-
burn’s second letter which follows :

“ His Majesty’s ship Maidstone,
Tuesday night, 8d May, 1813, at anchor
off Turkey Point.

“Sir,—I have the honor to inform you,
that whilst anchoring the brigs and tenders
off Specucie Island, agreeably to my intentions
notified to you in my official report of the 20th
ultimo, No. 10, I observed guns fired, and
American colours hoisted, at a battery lately
erected at Havre de Grace, at the entrance of
Susquehanna River. This, of course, imme-
diately gave to the place an importance which
I had not before attached to it, and I there-
fore determined on attacking it after the com-
pletion of our operations at the island; con-
sequently, having sounded in the direction
towards it, and found that the shallowness of
the water would only admit of its being ap-
proached by boats, I directed their assembling
under Lieutenant Westphall, (first of the Marl-
borough,) last night at 12 o'clock, alongside
the Fantome: when our detatchments of ma-
rines, consisting of about 150 men, (as before,)
under Captains Wybourn and Carter, with a
small party of artillerymen, under Lieutenant
Robinson, of the artillery, embarked in them ;
and the whole, being under the immediato di-
rection of Captain Lawrence, of the Fantome,
(vho, with much zeal and readiness, took upon
himself, at my request, the conducting of this
service,) proceeded toward Havre de Grace, to
take up, under cover of the night, the neces-
sary position for commencing the attack at the

this, very judiciously directed the landing of
the marines on the left; which movement,
added to the hot fire they were under, induced
the Americans to commence withdrawing from
the battery, to take shelter in the town.
“Lieut. G. A. Westphall, who had taken
his station in the rocket-boat close to the bat-
tery, thercfore now judging the moment to be
favourable, pulled directly up under the work,
and landing with his boat’s crew, got imme-
diate possession of it, turned their own guns
on them, and thereby soon caused them to
retreat, with their whole force, to the farthest
extremity of the town, whither, (the marines
having by this time landed,) they were pur-
sued closely ; and no longer feeling themselves
cqual to an open and manly resistance, they
commenced a teasing and irritating fire from
behind the houses, walls, trees, &c.: from
which, I am sorry to say, my gallant first-
lieutenant received a shot through his hand
whilst leading the pursuing party ; he, how-
ever, continued to head the advance, with
which he soon succeeded in disloaging the
whole of the enemy from their lurking places,
and driving them for shelter to the neighbor-
ing woods; and whilst performing which ser-
vice, he had the satisfaction to overtake, and
with his remaining hand to make prisoner
and bring in a captain of their militia. We
also took an ensign and some armed indivi-
duals; but the rest of the force, which had
been opposed to us, having penectrated into
the woods, 1 did not judge it prudent to allow
of their being further followed with our small
numbers; thercfore, after sotting fire to some
of the houses, to cause the proprietors, (who
had deserted them, and formed part of the

dawn cf day. The Dolphin and Highfiyer | militia who had fed to the woods,) to under-
tenders, commanded by Licutenants Hutchin- | stand, and feel, what they were liable to bring
son and Lewis, followed for the support of the j upon themsclve., by building batterics, and
boats, butthe shoalness of the water prevented | acting towards us with so much useless ran-
their getting within six miles of the place. | cour, I embarked in the boats the guns from
Captain Lawrence, however, having got up | the battery, and having also taken and de-
with the bcats, and having vory ably and ju- stroged about 180 stand of small arms, I
diciously placed them during the dark, a warm | detached 2 small division of boats up the Sus-
fire was opened on the place at daylight from ; quebanna, to take and destroy whatever they
our launches and rocket-boats, which was;might meet with in it, and procecded myself
smartly returned from the battery for a short | with the remaining boats under Captain Law-
time; but the Inunches constantly closing | rence, in search of a cannon foundry, which I

with it, and their fire rather increasing than
Cecreasing, that from the batiery soon began
to slacken; and Captain Lawrence obscrving

had gained intelligence of, whilst on shore at
Ilavre de Grace, as being situated about three
or four miles to the northward, where we



