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Help the Minister.

AN, FINCHL

~ Monday, May 18th, tho rubject at

tho yonug people's mceting, Portogo
1a Prairio was * How can wo help our
anivister in his work 2" Tho follow-
dug are some pointa of goneral intesest
:brought out in tho study of it. Pray
for Lhim. Don't seold him, Attend all
tho Clinzeh aersices. Bo punctual, Be
attentice, 'T'alk EHis werk up not dowen.
DBring your Bibi, and hymn book to
every seevice,  Ibring pencit and paper
aud note all good points for futnro uso
and study. If ho Liasidcas that do not
sgreo with yours, don't bo continually
Liarping on tho fact beforo tho outside
avor'd w his detrimcnt ; hoie as apt to
bo right as you. If you are nshnwed
of him and do not care to iuvite
othors to hear him toll him so in
pPlain terins, dou't lot luma learn b
gocond or third hand. If he tramps
¢ your * corna,” reforn and do tol
blamue him or call him lard uames
Don't absout yoursolf for overy slight
«causo; ke ntteuds ramn or shine, sick
«or well.  Bo faithful to him always
and everywhere; s Geaeral cau daro
'but little if bis troops aro mutinoue.
‘Btand by him in avy reform he may
Do teying to carry out in the com-
mnunity, and don’t bave him depend
for all his moral support on mirbers
of other roligions bodies. 1f Lo gives
you work to do, do it cheerfully
and gladly. If ho docs not any, or
onough work, open your cyes to the
-work lying round you. Try and bave
some ono with you to servico ¢very
-time, who is unsceustomed to attond.
If his scrmons help you, don't be
afraid to tell bum s0. Never plurtes
hira, ¢ flatteries aro lios! upeak
Lindly to Lim, and of lum. J’fﬁ!m" to
ljes bagains Laly fmw itatanArd places—
not fo detect his crrors, ho akes
plenty-=not to hunt for heresy, you
can find plenty pearer home. Try and
have ae much sense ay tho barn-yard
fowls=pick thoe grains of troth avd
Jeavo the chaff. It is hard for him to
shako hands with, and mako welcome,
all the strangora on both sides of tha
Chuech, please help im, Take a
good Church paper or two (ey. Tur
Caxaniay Evaxoxrise), read it, and show
it to your frienda”

If thero are any grains of thought
in tho abovo worth picking, pick thom
and leavo tho chafl. Digd you over sce
wheat grown withont chaff? Is it too
anch to expeet that each Christian
shonld be the meane under God of
converting ouo soul overy year? low
long at that rato would it take to con-
wort tho world to Christ? Tho world
lina a population of, say, 1,4100,000,000,
"The Disciples alono amount to nearly
oto million. Leave out all the droucs,
tho hickers, tho useless and naworthy
oucs, and wo suroly could depend on
Jialf & million workors to start with
to-day. Then by doubling their num-
bars overy year, twolvo years honcs,
when the great Amcrican Chrnistinv
Convention should mect in Portage la
Prairio in Jono, 2002, and the roports
should bo read from Greonland and
Patagonia, from Iudia, Chmna, and tho
far-off isles of the sca, it would bo to
tho cffcct that evoery son aund danghter
! Adaw's racs, who had como to the
yenrs of undoratandicg had turned to
the Lord. Ialf a million doubled
twolvo timea, cowoe to tho enormous
numbor of 2,043,000,000, more thau
«double tho presont adult population of
tho world. My brother, my eistor, are
-you doing your share? How ara you
asing your talents ?

“*If at the dawn of the early morniog
[lo should call us one Ly ous.

AVhen tothe | ord we reatore vur talents,
Will He answez then * well Jdone** ™
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Prayer,

1t is go natural for man to pray that
no theory cau provent him, Not raoro
patural is it for a child to ery for its
mothor than for man to call upon a
Bapetior Being. Tho world 1s orphaned
without God. From the first recorded
inatance of prayer when “wan began
to call upon the name of tho Lord,”
uwtil the present, the world has been
always at prayer. At rosy morn, or
sombro eve, or high noon day, at overy
liour of every day's eyele, through all
tho ye¢ars and centurios somewhere,

has not yot been fonund a nalion or a
people devord of prayer and worship.
Siuco prayer lins been umversal araoug

peoplo who know * tho only truo God
aud Jesus Qliist,” whom lio hirs gont,
who have found '*Lho Authc. » overy
good aud perfect gift,” thoe Ono “in
whom wo live aud move aud have our
besng 1"

Rightly, thercforo, and of ucceesity,
is prayer enjoined upon God's peoplo.
Wo sball consider four things concorn
ing prayer:

1. The tiwe for praying. The pious
Moslem prays fivo times a day—(l)
Lefore sunrise ; (2) at noon; (3) bo-
foro sunset ; (4) aftor sunset ; (6) when
night Les shut in, aud whorever bo
raay be, in his shop, or in tho street,
be steps aside, spreads out his cloak,
takos off his shioea, and, with his faco
toward Mecca, performs his dovotions,
Thoe Clinistian ie oxhorted to ' pray
alicays,” and ‘Y1 everything by prayer
and anpplicatiqu,” to make his requests
Liown to @od. “1 will therofore, that
en dyt{y. cverywhero, lifting up holy
hyuds,” aid tho great apostle. Tho
Koran calls prayer the pillar of religion
aud the koy of Paradise.

Prayer Is the Chrilstian's vital breath,

II;E :a?c}}mé'rtl"u‘t '21‘191:&‘! 6': uedtn,

He enters beaven with prayer,

“Pray without ceasing” is not an iu-
tended byperbole, as we havo heard it
oxplaiued; neither does it necessitato
our nlways being upon onr knees. But
tho Christian must livo in an atmos.
phoro of prayer. Tho prayerless soul
is a Christlosa sonl, “Prayor isbetter
than sleop,” #aid the Falso Prophel.
«] have so much to do that I eanuot
got on without three hours a day of
praying,” sawl tho Lold Luthoer. Jesus
found it nccossary to pray, aud somo-
times * continued all night in prayer.”
{Vhat Christian dare ncglect thia pri
vilego ?

1§, Tho character of our prayers
Tho sccrot of successful prayer is (1)
faith. Lot him ask in faith, uot
waveriug.” * Ho that cometh to God
muset beliove that Ho is, aud that He
is a rowarder of them that diligently
seck Lim.” Thero must be a (2) roa-
hzation of our helpless conditior.
o God bo merciful to mo & mnuor”
will often bo the cry of tho dovout bo-
liever.
ouraclves to think anythung as of our.
sclves; bt our sufticiency is of God."
Qur praycrs must bo (8) fervent. *God
rospectoth not the arithmetie of our
prayera—how mauy thoy are, nor the
rhetoric of our prayera—how neat they

gro,”

« Being in agovy Mo prayed moro
earnestly, and Hissweat was agit weoro
great deope of blood.”  “ God requires
dooplelt heart prayers, tho welling up

gin aud thoir need of a Savioar, and
that bume with love aud zeal”
wmust bLe (1) persistent in our prayors,

to faint.”’ *'Beoauso of her continual

 Not that wo are suflicient of

aro; nor tho goomotry of our prayers
—lLow long thoy aro; but tho divinity
of our prayers—how heartspruug thoy
“Thoe effcctual forvent prayer
of a righteous man avateth much”

of deviros from sonts that feel thewr
Wo

o Mon ought always t0 pray and not

comipg I wll avengo her,” said tho
unjust judge. “ And shall not God
avengo his own olect whioli ety day
and right upto him?”  Awong tho
Romans prayer must be repeated at
t1east throo times a day in order to in.
iguro succoss. Somo Mohammedan
prayocrs wust be ropeated forty times
a dRy.

This docs rot encourage long pray.
ers, bul frequent once.  Rather multi-
ply their number than increaso thoir
lougth. Tho prayczs of tho Biblo aro
uearly oll short ones, DPresont your
promies to God as you would a cheque

eomo onc has boen praying. Thero! gy tho bauk, reccive tho blessing and

go your way. D)o not stay around the
bank all day. Our prayers must ho (G)
lsubmissive, " Thy will, not wmino, Lo

those ignorant of tho truo God, howidone,” must forover bo tho apirit of
much more should it prevail ameng

prayor. * We know not whal to pray
for ng wo ought.” We know not what
foolish thiugs wo ask sowctimos, nor
what an injury it would bo lo us 1f
God would anewer our prayers as wo
desiro.  *' God somotitnes auswers bad
prayers s his deopest anger,” * Lozd
teaoh us to pray.”

III. The object of cur peayora.
Beok epiritual blessings rather than
tomporal. Ask for such things s ro.
lato to cbaracter rathier thau to our
condition, We need tho graco of self-
donial, bumility, benevolence, purity,
rather than bealth, or streagth, riches
or prospority. Of the zeven sentonces
in tho prayor our Lord taught his
dieciples, only ono hias rolation to man's
tempornl condition. ¢ Dlessed aro
thoy who hunger and thirst alter
rightcousncss, for thoy aliali bo fitled.”
“If auy of you lack wiedom lot him
ask of God.” But our prayoers must
not bo selfish. Ho who has the spintt
of Christ loves all mankind, and will
pray for all won,” that thoy may know
tho Lord. Ho will pray for himaelf,
for his family, for his frionds, coun.

verted and unconverted, for his ou.
waett®y sui o slldewujauf IR venlUCDy

for tho success of tho Gospel, * that
tho Word of the Lord wmay have free
courso and be glorifiod,”

IV. The effect of our prayer (1)
upon ourselves. Tho wan who prays
belougs to two worlds, tho prayerless
wan but to one. Ho who looks up to
somothing higher thav himsellie malo
better. Nothiug cau wako our souls
so puro aud etrong ; nothing cah arm
us 8o completoly for lifo's conflicts as
to bo alouo with infimde truth: and in-
finito lovo. " Prayer will make a man
coasa from ein, or sin will cotice a
man ‘o cease frowm praying.” Wo
cauunot caracetly pray without boiug
wado better, The sense of God's
prosenco, Lis authority and love. of
our owa obligations and unworthinoss,
will possoss us, snd wo shall thus bo
mado gratefal, humblo, resigned, and
anxious {or & botter life. Liko Crom-
well's soldicrs, we shall riso from our
kneos to go forward to victory, The
men who havo rovolutionized sociely
by thoir beroio decds in tho cause of
God have beon mighty through tho
inapiration of prayer. (2) As wo pray
for othera our prayers will affeot them.
w1 fear the prayers of John Kuox
woro than auy army of ton thoussud
mon,” #aid the unfortunate Mary of
Scotlaud, Etervity alono will roveat
tho numbera of the redeomed who can
attribute thoir alvation to tho praycrs
of some loved ono.  Prayer moves the
world, and ordera the dostinies of mil-
lions. (8) Our prayors aleo affeet God,
« Tho very osscoce of prayor is tho e
licf that the divino is accossiblo to
supplication, aud the divino will capa.
ble of being moved thereby,” says
Argyle. 1 havo heard thy prayer.
I Liave scon thy tears,” *In my dis
tress 1 callod upon the Lord, and cried
unto oy God. Ho heard wy voico out
of his Loly templo, And my ery camo
before him oven unto Lis cars. Then

the earth shook and trembled.” Qod
hears, God answers. How, wo know
not ; when, wo caro not. Ho loves ue
with an ovorlasting lovo; Ho makes
all things work together for our good ;
no good thing will Ho withbold from
them that fear him, Somewlero,
somohow, sumectime, 1o will anewer.
God ways aro right waye. God's timo
is tho best time,

0 When you pray be sure b direct your
prayers to the care of the Redeemer, and
then they will never misearry”

E R B

The Church in Galt.

Letter from the Church of Chriet at
Galt to the Disciples of Christ,
assowbled in Conveution, at Owen
Sound, Gth June, 1890:

Bevovep Bretuney,—Wo regred that
wo aro uuablo to send you such enconr
aging information rogarding tho pro.
gress of tho Churoh hero as we would
desire, and a8 audoubtedly woald give
you pleasure, in viow of your interest
in the advaucoment of our blossed
Loezd's Kingdom overywhere, but cie-
cumnstanced a8 wo are wo Lavo beep

bavo not censed earnostly to contend
for tho faith opco delivered to the
Sainta, No special effort hias beon put
forth in tho place during tho past yenr,
aud we rogret this whon wo seo our
sectarian frionds adding continually to
lheir congregations this way.

Our numbor romains unaltered {rom
last yoar save for our aged aister Smith,
who has gone to hor rest.

I'rom circumsiances boyond our
control tho Sucday-School has slightly
declined in attendanco lattorly, Com.
poting with the sects for tho children,
we nro in somo rospects at a serious
dizadvantage, but tho tcachiors con.

tinuo on in tho work, never des-
___..z...-—_h-nuu\_rul ln---.:.
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things in"storo in tho future.

When tho time arrives that our
brothren in the Proviuce can make

that concoutrated effort in Galt which
tho importance of the placo will
warratnt, wo beliove that thore aro
wany who can boreached and gathered
into tho fold, as tho way Las been
brokon and proparad to a considorable
oxtont now. .

Financially waato very poor, so that
w0 Ay not presume to suggoat or ask
uch for ourselvee; that would boa tax
on your funds. Wo do not vrieh just
now, however, to build any meoting.
Louso, plain or bandsome, but profer
in the meautimo to pat up with auch
accommodation as wo have, wnsatis
factory though it muy bo, and rest
contout to sco souls yathered into the
Ringdom—liviog stones sdded to the
spiritasltomplo. Couldnot ourbrothron
afford to :ntroduco Lo tho Provinco, and
sustain for & timo an cffort of gych
ovangolists as Updike and Haweg, or
others of the most eminent of our
brothren in that lae, 80 4840 awakon
tho people and lot thom know that wo
aro hero at their doors with 8l prumi-
tivo gospel 7 Thoy Ao uot reatize 4t at
prosont, aud look upon us very mye),
as beingonly & fow odd “ cranls " Lierq
and there, witlout any particnlar ¢la,
to their attention.

principlo Aitics and towns, the Diseiples
of Chirist might bo brought wto mozq
prominence, and bo corrospondingly
placad at advautago for obtaining
voprejudiced  considoration ; and g
euch ciroumstanco wo woald trust that
you would deal hibsrally with Galt, 1
onlor that the Chureh bore mighy
bo strongthoucd and moro firmly
established,
On bolinlt of tho Chureh at Galt,
R. W. MoDowrers,

Selections.

God Holds the Key.

Qod holds the koy of all unknown,
sud ITamglad;
1f other Lands should hold the koy,
Or it Ho trusted it to me,
I might bo sad.

What if to.morrow's cires wero hero,
Withont ts rest

Rather would T unlock the day,

And as the hours swing opon, sy,
" Thy will ia beat."”

Tho sery dimness of my sight
Makes meo secury ;

For groping in my misty way,

I feel ll]h hand—I Lear Him say,
“ My help 13 suro.”

1 can not read His future plan,
But this I know,

I havo the smiling of His facw,

And all the rofugo of Hia graco,
While here below.

Enough, this covers all my want,
Aad so I rest,

For what T can not, Ho can sco,

And in His care 1 sure shall bo

For ever bleat. —dnon,

Presbyterian Creed Revision,

S—

Many of our readors have Leow, no

uoable to accomplial: great thinge, Lut
wo can af least let you know that we

doubt, interested observers of tho re.
vision movewmont which Laa for somo
timo past been agitating the minds of

our Presbyterian brothron
United States.
from timo to timo tho progross of the
wovoment. The meeting of the Gon-
cral Assombly, which was hold the
week beforo last liad been looked for.
werd to with a good deal of arzioly.
Tho facts that tho debales wero car-
ned oun with exomplary Chrietian
courtosy aud good {eeling, and that a
courso of action was agreed on with a
good degreo of uvuaniwity, have beon
bailed with corresponding gratification
aud thankfolness,
| thinks this mceting may bo known as
“The Uuanimous Assombly.”

in the
Wa liavo briefly noted

The Independent

The first quostion raised, aud one

m
1

Could such av cffort be mado g ty,|

1 nf.dtha most_diftiienlt, wus that of thé
powora of the Gencral Assombly, Wag
1t compotent to roviso the crocd, or
was that the prerogative of tho Pres.
bylerica? 2 Special Committes ap.
pointed to consider tho question pre.
sonted a kind of compromise roport,
providing that after tho Asseinbly has
passed ou an overturo as lu ils form
and coustitutionality, it ehall bs ge.
bated in tho Drosbytories, and it
approved by two-thirde of thom shall
be finally onaoted by tho QGeneral
Assombly. Tho report was adopted
with a good degreo of unanimity,
Thus, what many regarded as fhe
critical point iu tho rovision discussion,
was safely passod,

Thon camo the rovision question it
aclf. It was found that ous Lundred
and thirty-four Presbytories Lad voled
in favor of revision, aud sixty-cight
against it.  Others had failed to vole,
Practically two-thirds bad givon their
voieo in favor of rovision,

Tho dobato which followed was long
and able. Tho Anti-rovisionists did
vot pursuo an obstruclive course, but
contonted themsolves with iasisting
that thoe rovision should not iwpair
the Calvinistic charactor of tho Coun.
fossion. ‘Threo motions wero sub.
witted, aud at tho closo of tho speeches
iz support of each a Special Com-
mi{co waa appointed lo lrv to combine
1them, if possible, in such a manner as
'lwould bo salisfactory to all parties,
They succceded boyond ezpectation.
Tle oxact situation is staled as fol.
lows, by Dr, Charles L. Thowpsou,
Correspondont of tho Independent ;

" Tho Ueneral Assombly has decided
that a comuitteo of twonty-five, fHtoon
| ministers and ten elders, shall procecd
1to formulate a rovision of tho Con.
lession of Faub, aud submit tho rosult
of the work 19 the uext Gencral
Assoubly, g this formulstion thero

Secretary, | that it Hiction but upon it, expeet

ab it akiall Propras no rovision whicl



