
a great mneasure due. French writers of that
period refer to the Irish reginients, as
having Il fongsht with an extrenie valour">
and as having Ilin the space of half a
league " or a mile and a hiaîf Ildespatched
more than a thousand of the army wvth
sword thrusts, and clubbed nskets.
Lieutenant General Count Arthur D)illon
writing of this famious battie relates how
"lthe Irish distinguished theinselves by a
reinarkable strategeni. Finding tleinselves
very nînch inconimoded by a redoubt,
situated on the right of the enemy, they
advanced toivards it holding their arins
w'ith the butt ends upwards. It being
supposed that they were coming forward
to desert, they were allowed to approach.
Thiey then jumiped into the redoubt, of
%'hich they made theniselves masters 'and
tnrned its cannon against the eneniiies."
Marshal Catinat who liad granted per-
mission for this manoeuvre, availed bum-
self of the enemy's surprise, and put then
to rout. This fanions general gave a most
flattering accounit of the condnct of the
Irish in this battie, and of the share which
they had in winning the victory.

One of the niost fanîous exploits l)er-
formed by a body of meni of any natioria-
lity wvas thant of thc rescue of Creinona in
x 7o2. Gencral Villeroy hiad succeeded
Mý-arshal Catinat in tie coninmand of the
Frenchi armiy in 1701, and havilig rashly
attacked Prince Eugene Duke of
Savoy, 'vas deféated and had to retire for
winter quarters into Cremiona. After this
morve on the part of the French, Engene
inînîedi-ately set about drawving up plans
of attack. Having entered into an intrigue
withi a certain Cassoli of Creniona to
betray the city, the latter, by ineans of an
aqucduct allowed soine of Eugene's
grenadiers to lienetrate into the town
disguised. Etigene's design ivas to sur-
prise the town at night. Accordingly on
on the '- ist. of jannary lie nioved forward
and on the following day the Allies closed
in on the town. l3y différent nicans
entries were affected and soon ivhole regi.
ments; of Eugenes armny %were inside the
walls. rroo>s of Cavalry headed by
Count Merci dashed throiigh the streets.
And thus, before the French were aware
of the attack thc towvn w-as alniost lost.
The Frencli l Narslhal Villeroy,

riding out unattended to enquire into the
tumult wvas made captive by a band of
Eugene's cavalry lîeaded by an Irishmran
named O'Donnell. 'rhere is an interest-
ing story connected with this epiode.
Villeroy seeing hiniscîf in the hands of an
Irish exile, hoped to escape by bribery.
H-e mnade ail kin ds of promises, a thousand
pistoles and a reginient of horse, %vere
quickly offered to this noble IlSoldier of
Fortune." But aillwere as quickly refused,
and «Villeroy was taken ont of the town a
lîrisoner of war. The French armny upon
hearing of the capture of their general
became demoralized Bnt littie reaso'i
had they to, des»r.ir, for thieir remained
one stronghold called the Po gate which
ivas still lkid by a band of 35 Irishimen.
Tfhe gallant fellows npon heing coin-
nianded by Counit Merci to surrender
ansivered wvitli a volley. And this sniall
bands of hieroes, by staving off defeat nntil
twvo Irish regirnents encanîped near by
wýere awakened, turncd the tide of victory.
Headed by Dillon. and Burke the.y turned
ont in their shirts to defend theniselves
against the attack of the Iniperialists. An
erninent îvriter-dcscribing the battie speaks
thus "'It ivas ..-ow ten o'clock in the day,
and Miahiony had received orders to figlit
his w-ay froni the Po to the 'Mantua Gate.
fie l)ushed on, driving the enemny's
infantry before hini, bnt snffering much
fromn their fire, wvhen snddenly Baron
Freiherg« nt the head of a regimient of
Iniperial Cuirassiers burst into I)illon's
regimient. For a w'hile their case seened
desperate; but alniost naked as they were,
they grappled with their foes. The hunen
shirt and steel cuirass-the naked foot-
mi, and the harnasscd cavalier met, and
the conflict ivas c1esperate and douhtful.
just at this moment Maliony grasped
thc bridie of Freiberqg's horse and hid ii
ask, for quarter. "No quarter to-day said
Freiberg, dashing his spurs into his horse.
fie 'vas instantly, shot. The Irish then
redonbled their efforts. Few of thc
Cuirassiers lived to fly. But ail wvho
survived did fly, and there stood those
glorions fellowvs in the wintry streets,
bloody, trinniphant, hiaif na1ked.» But
tllcy liad î-escued Creniona, and ail
Europe rang 'vith applauise for this daring
and brilliant exploit. King Louis sent
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