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A M<>IERN NOVET..

'l'lie o>utput of novels becoies greater day by
day and >,car by ).Car, yet So Iow k heacrg
standcardi tlat the betlie-ver iii niodernisîii lias
s0fie ado tb stifle the pessiiniistic crv titat
rciianict %vritili-g i a lost art and that the
miodlerni iovel is non extent. in tile %vaste cof
blopelessly d iscased and bIopeleSSly- insignificanit
books tiierc are hiowever strong and cîtaracter-
:stîc specimlenis enlougl to Save tile reputatioti ol
tlic~ age andi represenlt it fairly in tintes to coNnle.
To say :titis and titis book will stand after- oui-
tine, titis and this wili (die, is to iake state-
inclts wvbicb it ks beyond our pc>wver to verifv-.
ani yet perlîaps the believer in nîiodcrnisnîl îIiay.
bc forgiven if lie clin-, to bis belief tbat what
blas fihled bis %vant so conIple)tely in tbis age
%vill flot bc - willingly ]et die" by those tliat,
succeed. 'litre is on1e book, wlîiclî las stirred
not a littie controvcrsy duritng the past ycar and
whiicbl, living or dying in the next age, certainly
dceserves soute tribute froin this. Tliat book i-
.Ir. 1. Zaîîigill's novel Ib atr"(Harpers
I $95).

It is one of Nfr. Ruskin'.. canons tbiat the
artist wbio is to labour best iii bis art inust
dcpict bis own, tilfies, and it is the faitbfül ad-
lierence to titis pin~ciffle that brings about
cbanges of nittbod and treatinent-changes
in sottie cases so radical that, as iii titis novel
wvritiig, the art is scarcely recogn-iizaible iii its,
inev forîn.

Elenients that %wcrc counted indispensable iii
the older romiances arc îvantiiîgcntirely iii tbese
of '.%r. Zatîgwill's school, wbicli bave bectn spok-
cil of slighitiîîgly as '-sketchî book nlovels." The
tiarne is niot inapt, for in titis, typucal instance
tbc book is nliade up of a strics of pictures wbicli
show the figlure of the bero, ii anl alimost inifinite
varicty of circunistances. Minor figures change
and disappcar and latcr pages know thent no
mort. 'l'le presence oftilt central one suppl ies
thc only principle of unity and as tbc stries goes
on1, the character of titis subjcct figure is reveal-
cd witbi wondcrful clcarness.

ItI tilt old rc>latiei lonkeci fo>r Ilysteries.
ini titis p14ot1e;s narrative is iutne otiter titan tlt:'

4tser )f life wivîil ks round evervY 11.11 .
pat. luec are nio %voni(erfül ccincidenes.
tic otiraculous keys to ilnconiccnvable Jead Iccks.
Tlhe respoîîlsilbilit\v of aIl tîtis ncga1tionlic>ee
15 lcn. so tîtuicli %vitb thec nc>velist as it is iitit
li% implatient and titag inat ive age. lt
stress and strain, tlie ca-yer rtesýtlessiness of modernî
life are iii tbe rapîdly sltifting seenes of tlitese

T>aes l'o old as 'tivtvre the ntirror III tc>
ntature- te molcderni writer iittst bc fi>rever onl
thte mtovc. 1-ere also wc fitîd thte intense real-
isnii wliicli ks elaracteristic cf oui- tinie anid witli
ian undi(eclalred NcepItissii wbliclt is alnîlost patît-

etie. Tîtere is no> Iiiint ii '.\r. Zaîîgwili's stor%«
ofati oî'cr ruingi,« P>rovidenice nîaking aIlI tliing-%s
%vork1 togetîter to a desireci end. luec is
slniffly presenited tilt cotijunctioti tîat %vu ail
knzow. tuait. ccci g-eniub-dIovecd nia.1t, at %var
witli circunîstaîtcc and tiot seldoiti reputlsect iii
til trtg. luec is îio attentipt at solution
or tlie 01( old puzzle of the limitation of iiiall.s
îpowcts. Oîîly tieru ks delineation of it a.11, both
11i.an and cîrCuIItîstatc andl ili $sucb picturiîîgr

tuciis iphfied.
Mr. Z gilsstory follows the life journlev

of one ;Mattlictv Straîîg frot lis obscure clîild-
liood iii Cobtx 1uid Villagte, Nova Scotia, troug-li
niiany toilsonie vaildcrit)gs. 01) to te îitittacle
of cartlily faille anîd beyond tîtat decuitfiil poinit.

At evcry stage onc finds tl environnicnt of
thte boy or mant painted wvith nirellous vivid-
ncss ; and %î'roug-ht in wvitli the nlatural surrounld-
iîîgS s kMill% a1 litnian shapc of streilgth or
beauty to act upon tîte imtagintative artist iiiiid
anid lbelp to Ilîtld ht.

In the carlier cltajters arc Nova Scotia lands-
capcs sliown witiî a f.litlifuilnes-;s to whlicb native
artists iîîight be proud to attaiti. U-erc is the
chili wintcr sceler>' carrying- its peculiar air of
stillniess, deep silo%% miuffiig aIl footf.ills ancd
weighing down the branches of tiuîrustling ever-
greens. litre again is tbe wonderful lia), of
Fundy coast, tîte sea wvitidrawn, and iii tic


