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Feeding Value of Ensilage.

Aninteresting experiment to ascertain
the value of corn ensilage as a cattle
food has just been concluded at  the
Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph,
under the supervision of the able ex-
eaperimentors of thatplace.  Six steers
were used in conducting the trial, and
these were divided into three groups of
two cach.  The animals were as uni-
form in general condition and disposi-
tion as it was possible to get them and
for a few wecks before were subjected
to the same treatment to place them in
uniformity for the experiment. ‘T'he
test lasted for 110 days durmg  the
winter when all food given the animals
was carefully weighed as also was that
which remained uneaten. T'hey were
fed three times and watered twice daily
and were weighed twice a weck during
the entire test.

The table below as given in the col-
lege Review gives the daily ration of
cach animal.

l-;E:I_;. t Group 1 | Group 2 | Group 3
. } Ihs, I tbs Ibe,
Meal—FEqual parts bar. !
Loy, oats, peasiaiiaai, 1 123 1 aeg 7.
Corn Silage..v.vvunen. 79.4 : 4.6 Joiaen
RoOtS v vvenne covvvvasl vominnia foananins 4
{

Hayoioieviereiinn ot Ceveeen { 1.3 1 14.3.

As a result of the trial the two steers
in groups 1 showed an average gain of
1.850 pounds per day; ingroup 2 1.857
and in group 3 1.697 pounds.

This list speaks volumes for the
value of ensilage over roots as a fatten-
ing food, and as regards the cost of
producing the two crops a difference
has been shown to be in favor of the

silage.
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Barrenness in Mares.

There are few diseases, for barren-
ness is certainly a disease or a diseased
condition, which so completely refuses
to answer to the will of the stockman
and which is morc thoroughly provok
ing to the owner of a fine mare bred in
a long line of noble ancestry than-a
obstinate casc of sterility. The loss of
progeny does not simply mean a finan-
cial loss, but in many cases it means
the wrecking of the fondest hopes and
most cherished plans of the horse
swner, who desires to perpetuate the

characteristics of the sire and dam in a
foal.  Animals troubled  with  sterility,
are more commonly found in  stables
where valuable stock onlyiskept.  “The|
mare comes in season regularly and the
owner is at a loss to account tor the
result.

All thorough horsemen fully realize
that brood mares should be subjected
to a proper course of treatment to en-
sure the best results and sceure regu-
larity of pregaancy.  High feeding with
strong heating food will render  the
chance of progeny less certain, A
superabundance of fat in the system,
also  too much Dblood in the veins
deters the production of young. Not
only is the condition brought about by
high feed and too much good treatnient,
but also by the reverse. An animal
kept low in condition by poor and
scanty feeding, or by excessive over-
work orone ina very aged coadition
will produce offspring with uncertainty
Besides these there are  frequently
causes, which, cannot be well under-
stood. ‘There may have been over or
under feeding; the mare appears o be
in first class condition yet no foal is
produced. Incases of this nature it
may be concluded that the animal is
diseased in other particulars or is suffer-
ing from a mechanical defect which re-
quires the attention of a veterinary
surgeon. ’

Judicious fceding, to keep the female
in a proper condition of fleshincss, and
ingood heartis essential. A little hemp
or flax sced given occasionally is a great
aid to the spirits and cxerts a widely
stimulative cffect upon the system.
Badly cured hay and smutty grain and

impure water arc to be avoided.
Exercise is essential. ‘I'he mare
irregularly or never worked and

never put to pasture but kept in a stall
for long lengths of timg will not breed
with certainty.  The organs of the body
require plenty of exercise for their pro

per developement and the discharge of
their functions. Too close in-breeding
has been known to produce sterility.

D S ——
The Value of Crosses..

We very frequently hear that an
animal has a number of crosses of a

certain blood in it and that one,

can select and breed i a chasen liae
for a result although ndéither sire nor
dam may be pure bred.  In speaking
on this point an eachange says: It
not the number of crosses of any par-
ticular blood which indicates the pro-
portion of that blood, but a given nun-
ber of crosses compused with all the
crosses constituting the whole quantity
of that particular blood in “tlic “horse.
Now to find the crosses of any particular
blood inany horse the annexed table will
be useful. '

is

The first €ross is........... 14
“ second YLl oLiLLLL. M
“ thied % %ol W
“ forth . ........ . 116
“Ofifth ¢ *LL L. . 1/32
“osith 0 MoLoooLL /0.4
“oseventh® %L L.l 1/128
“eighth ¢ oo 1/256
“ominth ¢ Lo 1512
“ tenth ¢ ¢ ..., 1/102

Suppose in tracing the padigree of a
horse you find any given cross in the
th.rd degree of descent, it is” manilest
that the horse has oae cighth of that
particular cross. It in the fifth cross
he has onc thirty-secondth of that blood
and if in the tenth cross, he is only
1/1024 of that blood. It i5 too
definate as a rule to say that a horse
has so many crosses of any given blood,
but with this table onc can say how
many parts he has of that blood.
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Covering Dew with Soil.

The advantage of working around some
kinds of plants while they aie wet with dew,
which is thus shaken off and covered by soil,
isvery marked. There is no time so good for
hocing cabbages as before breakfast, while the
dew is on them,  We know good farmers who,
during hot days in Sumaer, get the cultivator
at work very carly in the morning, and then
rest both men and horses during the midday
heat.  The advantage of this is not merely the
conler weather for working, but the fact that
dew condensing from the atmosphere in the
cn0l nights contains a much larger proportion
ofanionia than ordinary rainwater.  In con-
tact with the soil this is absorbed, and is thus
saved from wasting when the drop of dew
evaporates.  But beans cannot be cultivated
to advantage when wet asit injurcs the leaves,
and we are inclined to place potatoes in the
same category.—{ ZEx.

.

Itis the young animal that pays best for
fattening purposcs, and about the only one
that pays well.  This one fact ought to be
worth millions to the country, and yct many
f:umi:rs disregard it in trying to fatten old
stock.



