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atitutioniil experinieri l Lotter Canda a2 il ie?
The elioice lies bctvecn fre governuieit vvîth
the Union, and a continuance of' the prescrit
systeiii witliaut il. That tic latter niiîglt bc
turned to good nccnîint wve arc by no incanîs
inelincd ta deny, but how niucli mîore the for-
nier ! Few persons, ivc fancy, can bce doubtfîîl
to, wliîch af the tivû to give the prcfèecncc.

In spcaking of' && iprovcîîîents of' every
kind," ive muîst bo allowcd to enter our strong-
est protest agninst beingr suppnscdl tG ncan by
tlîe wvord we lise nuthînr miore tlîan is coin-
mnonly incant by il in~ tle newspapLr langunge,
ortho day. It is not of ",local improveiinents"
alone, or even nîainly, that wc speak. Canats,
rail-road,,, bridges,, and so forth, have thecir tises,
Nich ive are fer, indeed, f'ront undervaluîng;
but they arc flot flic one thing, nor the first,
which socîety and government %vcre Cranicd ta
secure. The inprovernent, of the people theni-
selves is thie grand abject ta bce had in view ;
the more intelligent and lîonest adînînistration
of thcir local af~a-leccononîica? cifiploy-
nient of thîcîr va-tious resoîîrces, individual and
social, ta promote their own wclirare--tlie ge-
ineral Jiffusion unong them of sotinî views and
rîght feelings. iniprovernent of this sort once
in progress, "L ocal improvementh" wvîlI go on
fust enough. The grenier always includes
the les3s.

Of' the tcndcncy of the Union to assimnilate
the two races in the Lower Province to anc
anaother, and ta the nmore enterprising popuila-
tion of Uppcr Canad, \vOw have already said as
mueh as our limits allow, thîough less tlîan the
importance of the subjeet would otlierwîse de-
mand. For thec prescrit ive must bc content
with merely repeating the remark, that tîmis as-
similation is a necessary condition aor tlîat ge-
ocrai progress of' improvnent which ive have
just beeni antieipating; and that, as it cannot
faîl ta boncdit in an equai degreo ait classes af
the commnunity. ail should alike showv theni-
sel,,es dîsposcd, to the extent ao' their nbitv,
Io aid in pramoting il.

On this last point, too muoh stress cannot
possibly bo laid. The press and the publie
have their duties ; and let the Goverament dis-
dha'ge its share of duty as it may, tlîe publie
gaod demnanis that these also bc dischargred no
less faitlifully. If' the general temper of' the
public mind in Lawer Canada, and the conse-
quent tone of' the press, axe stillîto romain after
.te Union, what they arc at present,-if the

violent aîîiîiosîties ta whîcli long years af strif'o
have inest îînhappiîy given risc, are still ta bc
exasplertLted by the perpetual use of contempt-
nous and exciîng language, such as that strife
lias rciidered Iîut too comiinon,-i the people
and their ncwvspalîcrs are thus ta counteract
the bcst efforts of thc Govcrinent, in tlîeir bie-
lialC,--eveii the Union cannot yield thern the
lialf of tose advantages which it is othonvîse
calculated to, prodiice. Nor let any one for a
moîiieît Çatncv, tlîat it is inerely the press that
has- heen ta blaine in tlîîs niatter, and what is
wantiiig is suiiy a change of language on the
part of thc few inilividtials %vho conduct, it. In
a marter of' tliis Land, the press, howcver it may
in its turn itiiienci, public opinion, tah-es its
tone t'roin it in Uic first instance. Newspapers
print iwhat tlîe public are disposod ta pay for.
Their conductors have no superhucnan power
of crealingý a dcxnd for polîtical views, ini
wlrtch their readers do rot atrcady, ta a eonsid-
crablo extcnt, sympathisc. Let intelligent
Rieti gecrally, e.vcrt their influence in Society,
ta dîscolintenance those rabid effusions af
partisan silliness, to whïch tn nany aof thîem at
prescrnt lîsten wîUîh Nviat isvcry apt ta bc talizen
for tacît apîîroval, and aur wvord for il, the con-
ductors of thc public press Nvili flot bo slow ta
profit by the opportîinity, and ta prove that, as
a class, ihey are ta the fullîns intelligent, as ca-
pable aof entertaining moderate and judicious
viewvs, and as lieartily disposcid ta express theni
in jiiditiouîs language, as any other class in the
canimunity can bc.

The niodleration we arc recommcnding, is ai
two kinds ; rooderation, first, as regards past
fenîds, wvhich cannot be tao soan cnded and for-
gotten,.-and sccondly, as regurds the variaus
ineasures ai tlîc Government, fromn timem tr.,
brought forwvard with a view ta th(, recovery
of the couintry, froîn the stitte ta whîich those
Ceuds- have rediiccd it. The twa rares muse
livc togelher in Lower Canada; and they can-
nai, therefore, too soon begin ta understand
one anather, and lîve togeiner in peace. We
arc not Utopian cnotigh to suppose the change
tan be effectcd ail at once ; but ive know well,
thiat it must one day or otlîer be braught about
that no time cao ever be botter than the pre-
sent for begi nning it, and that no otlier pMries
can have so deep an interest in at once them-
;selves bcginning il, as those wham it will first
affect. For a limae, it may flot bc an altogeth-
or popuilar task-, to odeavour ta remaove cxist-


