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being inost cheerftully admitted, that those
wvho give theinselves up to this wverk are
doing a service whiel is of the first import-
ance. No culture is too extensive, no
knowvledge to- thiorongli for the teacher of
Christian doctrine. The office may %vell
eall forth the eiideavors of the bcst of our
Church nneïnbers. "ITo gather a class of
boys and girls and hold their attention, wveck
by wveelc, to, the great thenie of religion is a
task w'hich an angel inight cevet."

The question that sometimes presses itseif
upon one is, liow far the Sabbath School is
realizing the ideal held up for it. Docs it
iinpart that instruction in exact spiritual
knowledge, wliich is needful for full Chris-
tian training? The teacher in the day
sehool la convinced that a certain ainount of
definite knowledge must bc imparted to the
pupil. The scliolar's equipinent is to include
the ability to wvrite, rend, ciphier and, kù «%V
facts of geography and history, etc. Thîre
is a daily drill iii this acquisition of exact
facts ; and, to counteract any danger of
indolence, exarninations are hield at the
conclusion of the w.rm, when the re.9ults of
the session are broughit to a focus, and the
store of knowledge nieasured by a severe
test in wvriting. The conviction is some-
tiines forced home that in this niatter, the
Church sehool docs not compare favorably
withi the day school. It used to be said
concerning the rel igious 1113steries cf Greece,
"'that tijeir object wvas net to teach any-
t1iing, but to produce an impression on the
religieus feelings nnd imagination." The
saine rnight be laid as a ground of conipînint
againt t1he rnethod of work in the Sabbath
Seoheol, %vlitre thie impression or feeling is
often regarded as more important than the
tea.ching of knowledge.

Religions facts are absolute]y necessary for
the succe.ss and happiness of the Christian
life. They are the fundation upon which
,the structure of thoughit and practice 15
built., they are the walls of defence te form 1
a refutge agninst the attacka that are made
upon the faith, and they are the clear path
which wv2ll guide the ivandering traveller te
the city of God. To have a niind. wellý

equiPPed With' accurate information ont the
main doctrines of Christianity, and te have
stedfast knowledgo of the priciples of the
Word of Ged, is the hest preparation for
that tI-ime, wlicn doubt or seepticisin or tenip-
tatiei. cornes te those who are trying te live
the lifo of faith. Flore, as in all other con-
cerna, we iut realize that knoivledgo is
power.

The Bible is, of course, the text-book eut
of whiclh the facts are to be drawn, as it is
the source of spiritual wisdexn for which
there can nevPr be any substitute. But the
Bible is se exceeding broad, that in order te
its wise study, it must be taughit 4y a selec-
tive nîethod. The Soriptures cover niany
hundreds of years of histery, and deal with
peeples of different nationalities and culture;
se that te be fully acquainted with ail the
parts of the Bible is the strenueus task of a
life-tiine. Even after years of closest exam-
ination of the Sacred Book, men are ready
toaclznôwledge how much there yetremains
of ?fyesli beauty and unexplored knowledge.
Ilenice, in the mngre time nt the disposaI of
the teacher, a choice of parts must be mnade,
lest in tihe magnitude of the subjeet, nothing
definite is learnt.

It rnight be wvell for the teacher each
quarter te takce a survey &3 that se-ction of
Seripture which is te be studied, se that the
snlient features,'leading facts and niost strik-
ing verses ln the passages mnay be selected,
upon which a constant drill niay be given
frora week to wveek. For this, purpose a
goed text-book on Bible History would be
of considerable service. If in this, and
simnilar ways, attention is paid to the teach-
ing of definite knowledge, the resuit wiIl be
that, when the time cernes for the pupil te
leave the school, the mind wvill bo a store-
bouse of spiritual truth, and a mnansion for
the holiostof thoughits. Thepupil will know
in gcneral the structure of the WVord of God,
and be able te pasu a creditable exaniination
on the course of Bible history. Ho wiIl
have a considerable amount of Seripture
committed te niemery, more ospocially those
parts that best reveal the tenchings rÉ Jésus
Christ. Thu-s the scholars will gcô forth into


