Normal Deyariment.

Owing to the fact that this branch of the General Assembly’s educational scheme has not yet
Leen very generaily adopted, the same text-book is continued for another year. Attention is
drawn to the notice on the last page of the cover. It ought to be an object of ambition to our
teachers and Bible-class scholars to take the Diploma for the year,

ANALYSIS OF THE TEXT-BOOK.

Tuw Sassarn Sciool. TeAcuekr's Tfann.Book : or, The Principles and P'ractice of
Teaching, with special reference to the Sabbath Schoul, by Thomas Morrison, M. A,,
L.L. D., Principal, Free Church Training College, Glasgow.

By THOMAS KIRKLAND, M. A,

. Principal, Normal and Model Schools, Toronto, Ont.

(These notes are by no means a mechanical dissection of the teat buok, but Principal Kirk-
land has, at the request of the committee, largely supplemented the author’s treatment of
subject where such additional matter seemed to be called for. If you cannot obtain the test.
book in the usual way, write to the Convener, enclosing its price (70 cents), and he will see
that it is forwarded without delay.) .. . . i,

In studying Dr. Morrisou’s Book, the student is recommended to read the first (wo chap-
ters, and to begin the study of the work by thoroughly mastering the third chapter ; then take
up chapter V, and follow this by a careful study of chapters VI, VII, VIIIand IX. The order
of study will then be, the Qualification of the Perfect Sabbath School Teacher, the Principles
which lie at the foundation of all successful teaching, and the Art of Teaching deduced from
these principles. :

.THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THE IDEAL SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER.

I. Personal Godliness.,—As.the main object of Sabbath School teaching is ‘con-
version, the essential qualification of the teacher is personal godliness. Only those who &now
the love of Christ can sincerely speak’ of that love to others. :

IL. A consistent walk and conversation.—The main object of teaching both in the
Public School and in the Sabbath School is not the communication of knowledge but the
building up of character, and for this purpose, ‘‘ example is better than precept.” We teach
not only by what we do and say, but to a far greater extent by what we are.

1II. The Sabbath School Teacher must know thox'guﬁhly and familiarly the sub-
ject he wishes to teach. He must teach from a full mind and a clear understanding,
—Nos, Tand IT may, in general, be taken for granted. There are few Sabbath School
Teachers who du not possess these qualifications.  The impurtance of III is not always appre-
ciated, zlmd yet there is no uther. characteristic or qualification which is so fundamental and
essential. L

(1) We can never convey intp another mind ngarly all of what we feel or know of any
subject. There is always a large.percentage of {vaste and lods in the act of transmission.

(2) What we really know we fecl. a strong inclination to teach. It is a law of human
nature that there is an instinctive impulse to tell in some¢ way our thoughts and emotions as
soon as they become vivid and intense enough. ** While I was musing the fire burned : then
spake I with my tongue.” . ' 7

(3) Truth must be clearly and fully mulcrslgod before it can be vividly felt ; and it must
be vividly felt by the teacher before it can be vividly felt by the pupil.

(4) When the subject is fully and familiarly known it leaves the teacher the full command
of his powers for the purpuse of teaching. A teacher pussesses a certain amount of energy,
and if parc of this is employed in trying to think out the subject, just su much the less will be
available for teaching it | :

(5) And lastly, the ample knowledge of the teacher inspires the pupil with that confidence
which every pupil should have-in his teacher.

. IV. 'What the Ssbbath School Teacher must possess:—

(1) An intimate acquaintance with the Word af God. a ) .

(2) A knowledge of the chronulugy of the Bible, and the geography, Luth physical and
political, of Bible lands, ‘* He must peeds go through Samaria.™  Why ¢?

(3) A knowledge of contemporary history. Give illustrations. N

(4) An acquaintance with the manners and customs of Eastern lands.  Give illustrations,
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