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THE COTTON THREAD WAR.

ANY reasons are advanced to show why
there is a war among the cotton thread
manutacturers, and to show why Canadian
consumers are buying thread at less than
cost.  Of these the most plavsible reason
B\ scems to be the change in the character of
the trade. 1t s said that up to a few years
ago the bulk of the buyers of cotton thread
were women, who had certain fived ideas
about the superiority of certain brands of
thread, and the consequence was that the
manufacturers of these brands were enabled
o sccure magnificent profits.  Then came
the troduction of the sewing machine, and women did not pay
so much attention to the name of the maker.  ‘Fhen followed the
manufacturers of shirts, underclothing, ete., and these men pos
sesing no prejudices, examined cach brand of thread and con-
cluded that all were practically equal : and that the cheapest was
the best.  This gave the new makers of thread who made low
yuatations an advantage on the market.  The result was that the
old finms. most of whom are in the Central Agency, found their
saies dinnmishing . and adopting the policy of all manufacturens,
they desired a umon of all, so that prices would be mantained.
su far there seems to be sume manufacturers who have not the
poney we have mentioned as bang general, and they have stoud
ool The desire of the older Girms to control the market scems
to have been accentuated sinee the nsc in price of raw cottun has
sult turther dimimished thar profits. Fast month a arcular was
imued by the firm of James Chadwich & Bro, swhich read as fol

lows . ** Rumours that we are about to juin the Central Ageney
being in circulation, we beg to say that there is no foundation
whatever for the report, We have always conducted our busi-
ness on thoroughly independent lines and shall continue to do
so, trusting in the excellent guality of our cotton to gain and keep
our customers,” This bold assertion that they will not join the
Ageney made a marked impression on the market. But when
men with huge capitals started ont to accomplish some end, they
do not often stop when first baflled, and the consequence is that
the prices of thread in Canada are still lower than the cost of
production,
Last month we published the following p.lr.q,r'lph “Incon

nection with the great thread war now going on between the
Agency and Chadwick’s, it transpires that several firms have, it is
said, been trying to place orders of from 500 to 1,000 gross of
Chadwick's spools.  “The arrangement would seem to be as fol
lows: “The Agencey people are able to buy Chadwick’s 200 yd.,
which is sclling in this city at $3.40 per gross, and ship it to
Great Britain, where it sells at 1535, less 10 per eent. In order
to block Chadwick’s they have tried to buy up their cotton and
ship it out of the country, so the Chadwick people claim ; and
do this by going to a merchant and offering him 214 per cent.
commussion to purchase 1,000 gross of Chadwick’s cotton,  This
is a pretty scheme if true, and there scems no valid reason to
doubt 1it.”  So far no person has ventured 1o contradict this re
port.  One of the Agency’s men when asked about it was very
churhsh and dechned to say anything.,  Mr, Somerville, another
of the Agency's head men in Toronto, declined to say anything
about cotton thread.  When asked if the above report was true,
he disclaimed all knowledge of it whatever, although it is con
fidently asserted by some persons that such proceedings were
actually i operation in this market. A leading buyer of cotton
thread confidently asserted a few days ago, that despite all the
Chadwick s assertions to the contrary, he confidently believed
that they would be in the Agency before the year was out.
I'here 15 no doubt that the Agency s finanaally strong enough
to wage a ternble battle, and on the other hand st1s confidently
asserted on behall of the Enghish manufacturens of thread that
their backing 15 unhmited.
doubtful.

The result, consequently, scems

LOOK AFTER YOUR COLLECTIONS.

This is the time of year when every credit merchant should
Le looking after his small and odd accounts Make every do
linquent believe you are after his account and that it is only
justive that you should have it I you must sl on oredit, tny
nut to have small or large long standing accounts which are
liable to Le disputed or ramain unpaid.  Condact your business
it a business like was. 2\ business is o uerally run on different
lines to thuse on whivh a charitable institution is run,
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