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it there, and as he would be aoccused of
stealing it anyway he moeant to got the
raby Lack.

Slipping away from the others as
thoey came out of Moung Ouray's house,
ho quickly sped away to San 8lhwe's
bungalow.

As he approached cautiously he conld
906 Mi Mra and her mother aud fathor
sitting on the bamboo Hour earnecstly
discussing something. *‘They will de-
oide. I will wait,’” he muttered, squat-
ting on his heels at the side of the road.

Then Mi Mra came out and started
off acrosa the dried maidan toward the
superintendent’s bungalow.

That was Hpo Thit’s chanoe.

*‘If you tell about it,'" ho said, as he
left her, *‘I will swear that you and
Moung Ouray stole it and gave it to
me. Then the judge thukine will ask
how you should know that I bad it if
you had not given it to me."

Mi Mra went back to her father’s
house. She wanted to think, wanted to
do that which was tho least trouble.

In the morning she told Valentyne
Thankyne about it, and in an bour he
and the sergeant and a file of police
were chasing after Hpo Thit. Bat Hpo
Thit bad gone. One more dacoit had
been created. His “brother the thug-
gie's gun had gone with him. The
thuggie didn’t know that, for Hpo Thit
had stolen it. It was an old fashioned
muzzie loading musket.

It is difficult to ran down a Burman
in the jungle, and it was the next day
before they came up with their quarry

He biad a couple of shots at them in
a blundering sort of way with the old
musket without hitting anybody, but
juat as Valentyne charged in on bim at
the head of his police Lpo Thit fired
again at olomss quarters, and t ;e super-
intendent went down, ghot in the shou!.
der:

Only for the sergeant Hpo Thit would
tave been carved up into rugulation
slices—only for the sergeant and Vulen-
tyne, too—for he bellowed out: *‘Dou't
kill'him. Take the beaat alive.”

*“Bring him here and search him at
onoe,’’ said Valentyne, who was sitting
up now, though fecling denoced groggy,
and while the sergeant bound up bis
wound they stripped Hpo Thit clean as
a whistle. But there was no ruby—
nothiag but much tattooing discovered

“What bave you done with the
ruby?** asked the superintendent, but
Hpo Thit wouldn’t answer.

Thon they got back to Thayetmyo as
quickly as they could, oarrying Valon.
tyne on an improvised dhooly in the
shape of a charpoy, which they got
from the woon of a neighboring village
by the gentle art of zabar-dasti.

When Hpo Thit was brought back by
the palice, he was met by a reception
oommittee oomposod of orthodox Bud.
dhists, who were gathered together with
the avowed object of honoring him
with the cruciiixion.
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wiv government, ~ould cause Hpo Thit
to ruvile the duy bho was projected iuto
the world by a thicf of a jackal for
years nud yoars

So Valontyne was taken to the how. !
pital asd Hpo Thit was put ina cago

behind iron bars, just like the mangy
tiger thoy had seon down at Rangoon

“I'll huve the bullet out of you in o |

jiffy," said tbe civil surgeon to Valen
tyno, a8 he rolled up his sleeves and
opened his caso of shining instrnments

“De——d !2 1 can undersisnd it,

though,”” he ssid, a8 he probed away, '

for the jiffy ¢ime hod gone by and ho
hadn’t even touched the bullet yot. **It
mnst be one of those infemal skoewgee
slugs of theirs that he has pumped into
you. It seems to have struck you under
the arm as you were flourishing that
sword of yours, ansd then traveled on
down along your ribs. God knows
where it is now, for I can’t find it.
You've lost onough blood over it for
just now, anyway, but if there seoms to
be any complication sotting in I'll have
wnothar try for it.”"

Thoe surgeon saw it was about time
to desist, for Valentyne was looking
pretty well used up.

Thoa Hpo Thit was brought up be-
fore the deputy commissionor for a
committal hearing, as it were, charged
with stealing the sacred ruby, and with
attempted murder of the superintend-
ent.

But the priests were clamorous for
the ruby eyo of their Buddha, for the
matter of Valentyne dying or not they
did not bother their heads—even they
would let Hpo Thit go free, #o be it
they could come by the sacred gom
again. The Burmecse archbishop, the
Thathanabaing, had come down from
Ava to see about the rocovory of the
stone.

They begged the deputy commissioner
to give Hpo Thit promise of pardon if

he would only disclose where he bad |

hidden the Beda.

*“I can’t do that,' he said, *‘for the
wounded sahibmay die. The doctor has
fished for the bullet and can’t get it,
and it looks 14 for the superintend.

ent's life. 1lr he dies, Hpo Thit will

bave to awing.”’

But if the Beda might be recovered
they would pay to Valentyne's family
his full value in good Euglish sov-
ereigns.

The doputy comrissioner was as anx-
fous to recover the jowel as thoy were,
a8 he promised Hpo Thit that if he
wounld tell where it was it would heip
him wmuck vhen the time of his sen-
tetice came.

“I will tell,”" smid Hpo Thit, *‘bhe-
omuge it will bo easy for the thakine to
get it, and then the thakine will re-
muember at the timo of tho sentonce.””

Tho priests craned their thin, shaven,
buzzardlike bheads eagerly forward.
Even the deputy conmissioner was in-
tensely excited, for if he akould recover

To guard against his attainiug Nir. , this sacred Boeda it would be woll; if
vana by a fluke, as it were, he was to |, ot, the papers all through India would

be crucified head downward.

Valentyne, who was very wenk by

this time, had great difticulty in ex-
plaining to them that the government
oould not allow such a thing to tuke
place.

*Have patience, good friends,’ he
sald. “‘We must be merciful,’” and he
talked cheerfully of the lifclong years
of living hell Hpo Thi’ would surely
get on the Andaman islands for his part
in the little circus.

In a general sort o way tiio sergeant
explained to them that thoy, who know
littls about such things, could only

|

make Hpo Thit wish bhe bad not done

tiis thiug for a very few minutes at

the outside, but the thakine, who was '

havo their fling at it aud his Jife would
e mado misernble angwering inquiries
from the government,

The court was n» silcnt as tho graven

image of Buddba itself as they waited |

for Hpo Thit to speak.

Putting the palms of his hands to-
gether in front of his faco in the form
of supplication, Hpo Thit said: *‘The
red stoud which I took from the Kyouog,
even from the forehiead of tho Buddha,
is in the police thakine's body I fired
it from my guu the 1ast time becausc I
had no bulets and becnuse, if it cunld
work a miracle, it would stop the polica,
that I might get away.”’

This statoement took away tho breath
ol ihe oourt. The :‘ilcnoo was unbroken

for a full minute. 1hon tho chief Phoon-
gye sanid: “‘Hpo Thit is telling liea. e
has hid it.  We muut swear him. "

“Yes, " said tho doputy commiesioner,
“he must muko oath to that,' for
things werd better doue judicinlly.

Ho orderced the olerk to sweur him on
! the palm leaf Burmese bible.

“No, thakine,' said tho priest, in.
terrupting, ‘‘he s not a discirle of
Buddba. He is a jungle man, and we
must'swm bim on a branch of the lop-
But aftor the oath it was the snme
—the red stono was in the polico thak-
ino’s body.

“{ think i% is the truth,” said the

deputy commissioner.
l “*It is true,” suid the priests, **and
tho police thskiue must give up the
Beda.”'

‘“'Well, we'll see what can bo dune in
the matter, ** answered the deputy com.
missioner, and Hpo Thit was renunded
to await developmenta.

“By Jove,’* said the surgcon, when
he heard about it, ‘‘that accounts for
the infernal thing tuking tbat covk-
screw course.’’

‘““You'll have to get it out of him
some way,’* said the deputy comis-
sioner, ‘‘for it’'s worth about two lukhs
of rupees, and. besides, it won't bo
healtby for Valentyne to live in Bur.
ma with the eye of a Buddhist god in
him."

“Look bere, Grey,” said tho sur.
geon, ‘I am jiggered if I probe for the
cursed thing again. I nearly let Valen.
tyno's life out of him the other day for
fear of poisonons conusequences, for 1
thought it was aslug. Buatif it’s a
good, clean out ruby it will probably
pever hurt him, and I'm not going to
' tako auy chances. '

T ho deputy commissioner was in de.
spuir
archbishop, haunted his offico and his
dungalow night and day, clamoring for
the ruby, for their sacred Beda, for the
eye of their Buddhist god.

But the surgeon was obdurata.

{ **Valentyne iu a friend of mine,'* he
| said, ‘“and I'm not going to murder
him to please any yellow robed Phoou-
gye I woaldn't do it even if he were
au enemy  I'd leave tho servico first.*

Cf course the deputy commissiouer
hud to report it to the commissioner,
aud he to the chief commissioner

The report read that the sacred
Beda, the famous ruby, had been stolen
from the forehead of the image of Bud-
dba in the pagoda there by a hill man,
Hpo Thit; Hpo Thit had beon captured
and the ruby traced to the possession of
the superintendent of police, Mr Val-
cntyne: that it appeared from Hpo
i Thit's evideuce that he had fired it
: rom a musket into the superintendent’s
»ody, but as to whether Hpo Thit's
. videnoe could be accepted and the su.
perintyuacnt held to by at iynocont pe.-
session of the stolen goodz or not m
whother he should be arrested as re
i cotver of the stolen goods ho was not
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the higher authorities to decido.
suggesied that it might be botter to ro.
. fer it to tho judicial cor missioner
Valentyne in the meantime had to be
guarded at the hospital, for Ali Mrs
. duacovered that the Phoongyes had sota
schemo ou foot to kidnap him and inci.

The Phoongyes, headed by thuir

prepared to . That must rest with .
He .

i
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dentally carve him up to Snd tho sacred -

stouo.

Thero were many reasons why thoy
should recover it as €oon as possible
Their Baddha had lost all prestige sinco
his maltreatment, and no pilgrims cnmo

It hud boon a good investmont that for
13 conturies had gono on making woney
for tho privsts.

Valentyne applied for and obtuined
sick lonve, handicapped with an ordor
that ho must not tuko tho ruby out of
the jurisdiction of the Burmeso courts.

It was a splendid bit of judicial rul-
ing that, and tho deputy comumissianer
smiled grimly when it passed through
his hands.

The surgeon swore like a trooper
when he heard about it, for he bad or
dored Vulontyno off to Durjeoliug for a
chango. *“*You can't stop here,” he
snid, ‘*becauso if you don’t die of fuver
they'll murder you sure By .Jovet
your body will be worth something for
dissroting purposes, though, if they don't
got tho first slash at you."

But Valuutyno steadily fmproved.
The wound was healing up nicoly, the
ruby scemingly giving him no trouble
whatever

Au soon as he wpa able to sit up und
wovo about he discoverod a new source
of annoyance. Dovout Burmans were
constautly comiug and prostrating
themselves at his foet, touching their
foreheuds to the ground und muttering
their prayers.

Devout Burmang were prostrating them
sclves al histoet

**What does it all wean?"’ he asked
Moung Ouray

‘*Sar, they are worshiping tho Beda
which you, by the grace of Ged and
tbat wicked Hpo Thit, have got *

**This is intolorable, ** thought Yalen.
tyne. *“lam aruby mne sud u Bar.
meso god and & veceiver ol gtolen goods
all in one.™

As he got botter the beauty of his
new life was further enhanced by the
deluge of oflicial correspoudonce that
commenced to pour in upon him

By order of tho chief commissioner
he was asked to explain how ho meant
to mako good to the pagoda the valuo
of tho ruby he was still retaining on
bis person. 1t was cheorfully pointed
ont that if half hiy sulary was escheat-
ed for this purpore it would tako at
legst 40 years to wudo up tho valuo of
tho jewel

A delay of this rort would hardly be
fair to the £hoongyes  Bosides, in that
uncertnin  climuto bis  salury might
ceaso at auy moment At uny rate, un-
der tho 53 years' servico rule, b')‘couhl
not retain his position in sorvice for
that length of time, and his ponsion

.+ would bo barely cnough ta live upow

pow to lay theoir geucrous offerings at

hin great square feet  The pugoda bad
censed to do a paying business, for Uz
zuna’s Tuby bad beew a drawing card

)

The civil surgeon was raked over thu
conls for not acting upon the deputy
commissioner's sugpestion and probing
tho matter to tho bottom, as §t were-
for not muking anothur efort to rocover
thko jewel.




