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WIVES 0F OUR HIGH'OFFICIALS

il. by lier presen
cale.

There is a nîarked différence betwveen the A Canadk
society wvoman and the wvoman of societies. bats sievcr nec

Each terni signifies the exercise of dis- Couragelnicat
tinct faculties and tastes, wliich carry the Government 1
possessors thereof int sphcres that nias' lier face is
touch at times, but neyer blend. toilers,-the c

There is a third sphere int wvhici ecdi of eyes and plce
the others ilay nmelt harrnoniously-that of more siender
the home. l'le public woman may be a home sits in public
wvoman, - that is, a lover of home and home- iless or patienl
making. A socicty womnan aiso niay lead a yct it but le
dear and tender home life. But tic society it is onlly son,
%voman, and the wvoman of societies, have lions noile ar<
little in common ; and becatise of
this, they are tee apt to misjudge
each other's motives, and tindei value-
ecdi other's wvork.

A weman of societies is net neces-
sarily strong-nlinded. To bc a se-
ciety wvonan does flot imply frivolity,
wvhule the dear little domcstic %voman
is quite amiss, w~len site inters that
te bcecitlier of themn signifies a 'ie1
lect of, or indifference 10, home lire.

In this series of sketches, wvc
shall find that many of the wivcs of '

Our lîigh Officials, wvhile of necessihy
rnucli before the public as social
leaders, arc yct truc home levers,
whose chief pleasure lies iii the damn-
tiness of hiome-keeping, and the
sacrcd home lics.

Vcrc wve to outline the carlier
years of the chiefest lady of Ontario,
il wvotld be a ccntinuous record of
social succcss and leadership.

From the days %vlien as a merry,
witclîing child slie wvon the indulgent
love and admiration of a large home
circle, through girlhood scasons of
beauty and belledoni, inuî matronlv I
vears of higli official position, Mrs. s
Kirlkpaîrick's life blas blect ani un-
broken range of social brilliance and
publicity. As a daughiter of Sir David Mlac- spoken, none
plierson-one of tlîe most popular Speakers
the Senate bas lever knovai; theni as thc wvifc V't, as ail
of -an cqually popular Speakcr of thîc Coni- thecir best amic
mons; and lattrly as regent of Onlario's Kirkpatrick a,
Govcrnmcnt House, slie lias been placcd cou- sutisy drawing
linuotisly in te first rank of Canadian social licr WVcdnesd:
and official lifé. Aîid -in admirably is she of easy grade:
ittcd for sucli prestige, s.o %vell and gcncr- artcrnoon ligil

ously lias slIe iled ever- Miligation, thiat wc witidovs, and
ranlk lier paist-mistress or Uic social art; aîid apace; wlhcn
thie liniae of flhe mi.sîrcs% cf Onîaie's Gov- kaleidoscopic
lernmcint flouse lias corne to bic synonymous .-ind the ivarm
%vith ail that is brihialit, liriglht anid mcirry-- speech and geî
ai thiat is hospitable and kindly, ris wcll as turils to ,grcvi
mutcli ilhat is tendera:ud .vomianlv. niassee in thie
- Thc doors of thic Governnient floutse have tic lighîts lcap

neyer biea more widcly open, uts %ocial ob- al] appecars lier
igations ilever more gcncrously fulfilcd, has licen hiers

than during thic vice-regcnc%- or Iis Hioncr ailwvs thant se
tnd iNlrs Kirkpatrick ; wbvil"C ticir quick re- -and wvhich c:

sponses to levcry call xipon-. îheic for social
support nnd influecnce, lins wvon for both a %'et, perhajl
wvari place in tic licart cf <tur people ail UIl patrick best, %v
country over. suhe descends t

* * * castual viitor
NIrs. Kirkpatrick is wcih knowýn in publie or beside thie

places. At the balîs anîd parties, the con- iiîformial chai.
certs and ilîcaters, tic afternocin receptions Tlhcrc is
which call for lier presencc, net for prestige motlicrly aboti

alone, but from real pleasure
iii lier briglitness. Site is fa-
miliar also at sinaller affiairs-
meetings of charities; and
betievelent homes; wv lie
nasîy a struggr1ing young Iir-

tist bas been hielped forward
by lier generous patronage,
given not in name only, but

ce at recital, lecture or musi-

in artiste, a Canadian cause,
d to ask twice Fj)r whîatever en-
of word or presence the lady of
louse can give.

familiar to us ali-even the
val face, wvith its beautiful dark
isant smille. Sie has crrowvn
of late; and sometimes ais slîe
places, a litle look cf wveari-

ce rests upon lier counitenarice,
nulances its attraction. Yet
atimes,-for iii aIl social func-
,merrier or more frankly out-
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gayer and brigtctr thian shie.

womnlyl women arce seen at
1 home surroundings, so Mrs.
ppcars niost chiarniing in the
,-roonlî. cf Gevernnienît flouse.
uy afternoon receptions arc full
ind gcni.-ily. -%Vlîn lte late
t rcddens the great southcrn
Novcmibcr tiviliglii. cornes on
the prclly draiig-rooms arc
wvith brighit cohor and motion,
fragrant air is laden with low
raie lauîghîcr ; wlien the rose
n tic cloudland, the sort green
ccnservatorics growv dini, and
cul ; -then zlhe iostcss cf il
mierry self, fuill of tic fun that

sînce girltoc, yet exeecisitig
ci.-I tact whicli ilS hiers by righut
Kpcricnce lias pcrfectcd.

is, sorte of us like INrs. Kirk-
lien, in lier quiet black gown,
lie birond siairway to gzret a
>r friend, and aniid lier flowcrs
ipeil grntc, Nits clown for an

àonicthing vcry sweet and
t lier face nt such seasons ;

thiere is a touch of pathos in th great dark
eyes, and a tenderncss about the mouth. it
is a sensitive wvonîanly face thiat Nve sec, and
a very wonianlv pcrsonality that reveals il-
self.

F-or our chat ;s perhaàps of flowers. Mrs.
Kirkpatrick is a devoele of the pretty tliings.
Lýilies-of-tlie-v.ahley, violets and roses are lier
favorites ; but site is fond cf aIl blossomis
and Ilgreen îlîings growving."' Just îîew it
is tic clirysantiiemunt that reigns fragranhly
at Governmiient Hiouse-and aIl thie roomis
arc gemnied ith the white and gold cf
Viîent.

Or il miay be thiat the talk turns uipon do.
mcstic affatirs. Tliose wlio know Mrs. Kirk-
patrick mcrely as a sociely leader wvil lardhy
iniagiine that site lias a positive genius for
organizing,.and execuitive work.

Yet se it is, and siîîce site does not believe
in platform or public wvork for %womcn, lier
gift Iicids outlct in licusckceping. The Jndy
of Governnmentl Hoise i% lier own lieuse-
keeper ; suie is downstairs and ii lte kitchien

at haîf past eiglit eacli niorning ;
personally supervises lîouseliold ar-
ranîgements ; anad orders aIl Iliat is
ieded.

IEvcry purchase made is by nîy
pcrsonal ordcr,"' site says. Il It is
nccssarv in se large ain establish-
ment, cisc the cxpcniscs wvoud bc
enormous. "

Deubtless tuis is truc. V7et il is
easy to sec from lier intcrest and en-
t1îusiasil that MINrs. Kirkpatrick lias
a genius for liousekccping.

Perlîaps tlîe tenderest phase in
Mrs. Kirkpatrick's character is ber
love for lier little soit Eric. Truc
motherhood quivers bier lips and
slîines from thie great dark eycs as
she spcaks cf hiim-ier litîle son
wvho is tiot strong, but a briglit and
manly littie fcllciw, wlio fultl' relurais
ihe affection havislîcd uipon Iîim.
And throughî liin, and because of
Ilim, ail chiila.lood, and especially
yoting boyliood, find a wclcome at
Governnicut flouise, and a warm in-
terest in tue regard cf ils mislress.

A social leader, a hostess gener-
euis, gay and kind ; a wvornan full cf
mirthfül %wonianly ways and tastes,
achever liotisckceper-aind a tender

mothier; this is Ontario's chiefest lady.

Good-wili lia% bccn preaclicd, and writtcn and
sung, liti il Ia hlecome a~ platituîde, and Clirtnuxs
dinncrs nd tc., reNtiv:tl and ba,kels overflnv for
nur paorcr lircllren durisig the -.cason. Buit iiien
wc go our wa~ys and Icave tlirni to rcneured priva-
lion. wliât .%hall "C do Witte eut poor ? Visionit,
piflântroptl, th rrnctii mfin -,aci Nn itil a rc
~.trugjgling te selve the quir'ion, anti grand 'cliemicx
for hc eniclioration or to.Ilcr, fr th hi uiiftng or
downhiii humauiiv. aire occîipying îioîglîtfui misid.
But Mi tlîiq sca-an ivc ni; 4flSWn%%crt h qucry in he
words ano dct, dcligit(tai'NMî. llick. who a- Bctsy
Tratlwned dcli:rcd %vas zaiwav. right and %ay:
"Fecd liîcin.-

Aie. fticnd.q. aniong ulic gyratfl Ciçna
Ilhauglits lie than.k(til ilia you have food cncîîgh.
hoet-vcr plain; antd give, givc, gwce genctouliyI to
Ilias tvltnm yen clvcn sîim.rch mxy bc cnduring
hunger cr;tving.

The choice.h gifin atc -vmraîiîy and love, coin-
pxreci wii -twikli th cnîîh,çrd tok;n ii asx natight.
TIîercarc the gcod-wiii giftq ihxt %iiici go eut fron,
cxcli ini cadi during %lic Clrisîma.i.ide, %uwccping
awvay ail pcuy- dufrcnccs anîd =ukini. the echo e!
the angelitong in lcrsunulscIl to 3iging,


