114

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

——————

utid we shall have an amount 10 expend next ses.
sion which will procure us sutne vauluable and much
wunted books.

(1) As the College Conmnttes have sesolved to
found o Muscam, becawso of the subservieney of
thiects of anuquity and uaturul fustory to the allus.
tration of Scapture and natural theolugy, Students
may uct us Collectom to the Muscum.  Indian
remains, und interesting mineralogical nud geologi-
eal apecimens may be tound w muny purts of the
Provinee,

Original Communications.

SUGGLESTIONS RESPECTING HOME
MISSIONS,

Ia the. Just nnber of the Record there was an
atticle entitled ¢ ‘The Preshy enan Church of
Canada,” i which were certwn remashs on the
snbject of the Home Mission, the College and Sus.
tentation fund, with most of which we cordilly
agree ; sl there are a few additional observations
fu refercnice more especially to one of these sub-
Jects, that of Home Missions, which we should
like throngh your periadical, if thought suitable, to
cotnmmnicate. ‘This may be regarded as the most
important of the three topics, inasmuch as all the
means in operation for upholding a gospel ministry,
as the cducat.on und support of it are subservient
to the supply of u preached gespel.  Somne means
st more cuergetic than hitherto should, we think,
be adopted for increusing this supply. We cor-
dialy azree with the wnter in regrird to the neces-
say of having a Superintendent appointed ; that he
would require to be anindividual distinguished both
by zea) and wisdom.  Every part of the Mission
ficld, we conceive, should be tumntely mvestigated
and thoreuzhity knewn, so a% to ascertamn if each
part of it be attended 10, and receive that sharo of
Mussionury lubour winch its unportunce demands
and whether any part of it may not be averlooked.
We discovered, in a lme Missionary tour, various
places we mipht name, some of wiich were en.
tirely, and othiers almost entircly overlocked! ‘I'his
1sa r;'r(‘ul o, aud o thisneglect as much, perhaps,
as to.any other canse, may we ascnbo the extine-
tion of ons church in various quarters, and its ab-
sorption by other sects  In how many places,
whete there ure now, fram this neglect, scarcely
any wraces of the Preshyterian church, might there

“be flourishing congregations, had a watchful super-
iutendence been exercized, nnd that measure of sup-
ply which, cven with our limited means, could have
been afteded.  Occasonal visits, even from ad-
joining ministere, might have prevented their
abandonment of these religious principles in which
they hud baen iustructed. It were well, therefore,
that tirere were set on foot what may be styled a
Mission of investigation throughout tho whole of
our destitute localitics ; and which might be effect-
cd by ¢he Superintendent, if not personally, by
bringing abont the appointment of such a Mission
in cach Presbytery s and when places are found to
have been overlooked, every cflort should be made
to remedy the evils that may have arisen from this
neglect 3 and to awaken that juterest in religion
and the principles of our chureh which may have
becomne extinet.

Aunother important object would be to bring the
Nissionary ficld, within the bounds of each Presby-
tery, into districts, to be supplicd, cach of them, by
a Missiouary, or, where this was impracticable, by
-onc of mote catechiste, or by adjoining ministers.
It would be of great importance that whatever
supply were offered should be regu'ar. A desire
for this hus repeatedly been expressed to us in
Missionary stations.  Through tho division of these
into districts, such a regular supply might, at Jeast
1y a great extent, be affurded.  Sucha provision
for regutar supply would tcl!d to prevent those dis-
azpointients which not unirequently happen, and
Jhavo 2 hustful cffect, and those conflicting sppoint-
monts which sometimes tuke place from want of
systom in the azrangements made. It would ren-
der unneosssary those loog journies by the Mis-
.sionary from one station to ancther, which are often

!

both expenive and laborious, and tend to prevent
these lengthened interruptions of supp’y, which
have often a discouraging, sometitnes an itritating
cileet on congregations; this syxtem would have
the effeet aleo of ncteasyg the attendance, us the
scasons of Divine Service would be much better and
more generally known than when the supply is
iuregular, Such o minute inspection of the mineion
tield-=ruch systematic und energetic efforts for a
full supply of every part of it us our mmjlest re.
sources atlord, seem inperatively called for.  The
interests of our church huve fong suffered for the

Twantofite. We are versuaded that the nduption

of such a vigorous and cfleetive plan of operations,
waotild mightly contribute to its pro<perity and ex.
tension. It i pleasing to witness the increascd
activity of the church in regard to Missionary
opcrations ; and the munifestation of this spirit en-
courages us to hope for, and endeuvour to excito to
incrensed zenl and exertion in this important cause.
‘The church 1s making progressnat, but still greater
eneriey 13 necessary : and the adoption of still more
enbghtened and efficient means for rendenng her
zcal cffectual,

Doubitless there will be some difficnlty, if not in
dividing the bounds of cach Presbytery into dis.
tricts, at least in supplying cach of them with fre.
quent and regular Divine services ; more may be
done for this, liowever, than may at fint sight
uppear practicable. ‘The institution for raising up
a gospel nunistry among onrsclves will be annnally
sending forth new labourers mnto the vineyard;
while the late act of Synod, requiring cach” Mis.
sionary to labour a year before setthng, will secure
cach of them for the mission field for that period.
Stations for winch Missionancs cannot be provided,

may ‘enjoy the labours of cateclusts. Were the
church, generally, led toadopt the plan wlich sonse
Preshyteries have acted upon, (whether they con.
tinuo to do so o5 not Wwe caunot say) of directng a
Sabbath, and several week days, periodically, to
certain destitute localities, a great amount of ad.
chitional labour would thus be sccured.  We have
found, we adinit, considerable reluctance in somo
of the brethren to subinit to this partition of their
lubours, betwixt their own congregations und desti-
tute localitics: but so convinced are we of the
necessity of this sucnfice, at least in prescnt cir.
cumsstances, and s beneficial tendency, that we
have httle doubt that the chusch will be led—as a

inadequate resonrces for upholding Miss:us within
their bounds, and are sometimes scarcely able to
muke good their obligutions. This need never be
the cane were there any systematic effort made te
keep congregzations in mind of their duty in respect
to contributions, and any regularity i settled
chagges to collect yeatly for the fund. From
these two sources combiued, there might always be
ample funds ; and otie important end which would
bo served by the appointient of a Superintendent
of Mirsions, would be that a vast accession o the
funds would be realized with the greatest facility.
But not only by additional exertions, but alwo Ly
additionul methods might resources, for upholding
Missions, bo increased. We conceive that the
adoption of that plan of the Missionury meetings,
which 1k 80 successful among our brethren of the
Methadist church, might, with true advantage, be
adopted by us. By ieuns of these, we understand,
on ‘good authority, the Methodist church raises
about £4000 annually ; and did we realize only
half the suim, it would iinpart, we believe, a very
considerable impetus to our missionary operations.
Might not one or two brethren of each Presbytery,
who might be thought most thoroughly to combine
miseionary zeal with adaptation for the platform,
be uppointed to visit the principal congregations
within their bounds—whether pastoral charges or
mission stations—for the purposs of holding meet.
ings, .and delivering addresses on the subject of
Missions ; and at the close, obtaining subecriptious,
and appointing collectors to go round aftervrarde
among the people for additional conttibutions? In
this effort we would not be left 1o our own resources.
We (ntely assisted our Methodist brethren on one
or two of thess occasions; and somie of the most
talented of the speakers expressed regret that they
had not an opportunity of tecipmcating the friendly
co-operation. they received from Yree Church
ministers at such meetings, and which they would
be very happy to afford. 'We see no valid objection
that can be made to the adoption of this plan, and
it has much to recommend it. In addition to its
advantages in awakening & missionary epirit, and
raising fuuds, it would habituate our ministers to a
department of public speaking, to which they are
not so much accustomed, perhaps, as the ministers
of some other denominations ; and an improvement
in which might rendet them more effective advo.
cates of our cause both here and elsewhere. An

general meusure—to adopt it and the sooner we
arc convineed the better.  Not ouly would much
destitution be thus supplied, but these ministerial

‘visits would have the most happy effect in. encon.

raging the people to strengthen the cause amongst
them—in preventng a diminution of our adherents,
and checking in the bud other nascent evils.

Nor are we aware of any valid objections fo this
partial allotment to tho missionary ficld of ministe-
rial labour.  Auy reluctance on the part of congre-
gations to be deprived, for an occasional Subbath,
of the services of their minister, would be doubtless
avercome—wcre such a share of their labours, for
the supply of a vast destitution, demanded by the
church, and a strong representation made. of the
necessity of the sacnfice, aud the bencfits flowing
from its being universal ; and though, certainly, the
spiritual interests of 2 minister's own congregation
have the firdt claim on his sympathy and excrtions,
the religious concerns of destitute congregations, in
his ilnmediate neighbourhood, have a claim upon
both, we are persuaded, not much inferior—Jess, to
be sure, in respect of relationship—but more in
respect of destitution § and, therefore, he isuot only
justifiable in affording to these places a share of his
labours, but is blameable, we apprehend, if he re-
fuse .

In addition to the supp'y thus afforded by cate-
chists, preachers, and settled ministers, there may
bo expected, from time to time, as hitherto, a rein-
forcement of labourers from the parent church—
to which, cspecially since .the distuption, we are
under the strongest obligations; and we have rea.
son to believe that it would contribute 1o increase
our supply of lubourers from home, were there an
increase of funde. From the want of any regulsr

plan or aystem of operatious, in_reference to mis-
sionary courbutions, Preshytarics have often very

abund of funds would, we think, greatly facil
itate our obtaining a supply of labourers from the
parent church, especially upon a plan often sug.
gested, but not much, if at all, acted. upon,—of
preacliers coming out for a limited time, to retumn,
if they thought fit, after its expiration—their ex-
penses to and from Canada bring” defrayed. Had
we 80 much resources in hand, as not only to gua-
rantee éupport to such labourers while here, but to
defray the expenses of their voyage, we might ex.
pect to obtain them more easily than when de-
pending on the church at home both for men snd
resources.

And in speaking of the supply of labourers, we
would advert, for a few moments, to & sentiment
which we have repeatedly heard expressed by some
of the brethren, but in which we cannot at all con-
cur—namely, that the "ouly source of supply to
which we must lock, is the institution for raising a
gospel ministry amongst ourselves, and that it is
vain ta look for any supply from home. We must
say, that much as we respect some, from whom we
have hecard this sentiment, we cannot but differ
from it in foto. While we are ready to admit that
our collcge is the principal, we cannot coneent to
its being regarded as the only channel through
which we should expect a supply of labourers. We
have yet too much religious destitution, and the
means of grace are 100 inadequate, to justify the
church at home in abandoning us for some tirne
yet to our own resources ; and the Janguage which
would vindicate such a desestion of us, or dispose
us to acquiesce in it, we cannot but regard as much
10 be deprecated. We sincerely hope such lan.
guage will be discontinued ; and that, on the con.
trary, every effort will be made to obtain from the
rcnnt church, from time o time, a y of

abourers for the hervest. We are aware that hee



