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THE CHURCH CONGRESS

Although the Church Congress.
which is how one of the annual insti-
tutions of the Church of England, does
not possess any authority, clither in
respect of doctrine or practice, it nev-
ertheless exercises a marvellous in-
fluence upon the whole church, and
probably has done more than any-
thing clse to cement the Londs of union
between the various schools of thought.
During the last few years, a great
change has taken place in respect of
the tone of its Qiscussions. A levelling
process has been going on, gradually
and imperceptibly;: the High-church-
man has been learning to respect the
Puritan simplicity anad sternness of his
Low~church neighbor—while the Low-
churchman has become more tolerant
of what he regards ag the formalism
of Tractarianism, - ’

The Congress, which met this yem
at Shrewsbury, must have been a reve
elation to many. Never Lefore was
there so lttle acrimony, never befor
were all parties so anxfous to Ignore
lines of divergence, and to emphasize
points of agreement.  Very little of a
polemical spirit was shown, most of
the members being eager to carry on
the discussions in a philosophical and
eclectic spirit. In former years, the
Svangelical party were wont at times

to inveigh In somewhat warm lan-
guage, againzt opinjons with which

they could not altogether agree. now.
they only tolerate the expressions ot
such ideas,—but secem desirous of try-
ing to sce what truth there is in them.
The whole spirit of the Congress was
Just what we want to see—a spirit, ot
toleratlion and forbearance—a. spirit
which evidenced a real desire on the
part of all to make the gathering of
real use to the whole church. An im-
portant feature in this year's Con-
gress was tite series of meetings for
women, held in the Workingmen's
Hall. At one of these, an admirable
raper, brimful of experience and ster-
ling common-sense, on the subject of
“Work and Recreation,” was read by
Hon  Mrs. Maclagan, wife of the Lord
Archbishop of York. “The work of o
clergyman’s wife,” was taken up, and
tharoughly threshed out LY  Mrs.

.Crelghton. wife of the Bishop of Peter-

horough, Mrs., Herlert (T.ondon), and
Hon. Mrs. F. E. Pelham- (London), and
others.  Nothing but good could come
from the reading of ~uch papers.

The Important subject of “Foreign
Missions™ was opened by a paper writ-
ten by Bishop Selwyn (late of Melan-
esia). which was read by the Rishop
of Shrewshury. Among the other
speakers and readers of papers were
the Bishop of Neweastle, Mr., Eugene
Stock, of the C. M. S.. the Bishops of
London, Rallarat, Honduras, and Rock-
hampton, Space forbids us giving a
full report of the various speeches: the
spirlt which actuated the gatheriny
will be best shown by giving a part of
Bishop Selwyn's paper. He asked
what was the demand which was made
on them to-day by the Colonial Church,
by the Bishops. on whom was laid the
tremendous care of scattered flocks?
Tt was not so much money, though
many 2 man was sent to take charge
of a dlocese as large as France, with
an !ncome for himselt and his clergy
which would be rejected with scorn by
& second-rate jockey, but what they

asked was men with the love of God
and of men n thelr rouls—men trained
to do the work which lay before them.
The Bishops amid the sheep runs of
Australtn, on the veldt in South Africa,
In the corn lands of North Amerlen,
in the gold mines of Coulgardie united
fn one bitter cry—-Glve us men; glve
us men that we may reach these sent-
tered sheep, that we muay feed the
lambs of Christ thut they mny grow up
in the knowledge of the lLord.,” ‘The
Colonial Churches, to a certuin extent,
supplied these men. Every Bishop
strove to make some provislo.. for
tralning the men who offered them-
selves.  But In the nature of things,
was it lkely, or tndeed, possible, that
calonles could afford un adequate syp-
PIy?  And even If men were obtained,
the means of training them was very
scanty. The theologleal colleges with
which cach Bishop strove, painfully,
to supply his needs, could afford but a
very Insutlicient traluning.  No greater
buun could therefore he given by the
Church at home to the struggling
Church abroad, than u supply of well-
tralned clergy. full of youth and zeal,
lent to them for a time to meot thelr
urgent neceds.  The gift that the home
Church could ghve towards the work
was o supply of men trajned In the
methods of thefr work as men were
now trained in so many parishes In
England.  In the towns, thelr work
Would be almost identical with that
they had learnt In England. In the
country it would be different. For
acres they could often read miles, when
they compared a country parish In
England with & large hush parish In
Auster in and Canada. But men of
the right stamp, trafaed In the right
methods, would not be dauynted by
dfliculties.  They would make thelr
opportunity.  They would crente that
which they found Incking, and they
would show to the men in the wilds
that the Church sent of her best to
care for Ht8 scattered flock

Other interesting papers were read
on *Discipfine In the Church,” “The
Continuity of the Church of England,”
“Industrial Problems,” “Tendencies In
Modern Soclety which need to he Con-
stdered In the light of Christian Teach-
ing” *“The Marriage Law,” eto,

Taken as a whole, it seems to he the
Kcneral Impression  that while the
Shrewsbury Congroess was not the larg-
est In point of numbers, it certainly
was one of the most Important con-
gresees cver held In the Church of



