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and looking round the roorn with su air of
definnco a8 Lo proposed so well-known a
toast. Sir Hugh was a man of a cortain
grim huaor, a8 he drained his goblet and
nodded to his companion, he added, ¢ Ma
tho rats danco to bis whistlo, and the 'dov 1
—thats you, Nud —take tho hindmost !

Colono! Bludyer rose from his chair placed
Ins cocked hat on ns head, and tarned tho
buckls of s sword belt in front. ¢ The
King I’ ho shouted, raising s bat with ono
hand and filling a bumper with the othor.
7Pho King ' be repeated, reowling fiorcoly
at liis two neighbors,

¢ Qver the water 1 roared Ned
and the Colondl, turning rapidly round, and
mwstaking his wan, flung his coc'ked-lmt
nght in Sir Hogh Horsingham's faco.
Swords were out in o second—thrust, parry,
and return passcd like lightning, but the by-
standers scpurated tho combatants ; and
Meredith, determng for the sake of Luoy
that Sir Hugh should encountor no unnoces.
sary dunger, took the wholo quarrel on him-
gelf, and arrangdd a mecting for  the follow-
g worning with the redoubtable Colonel
Bludyer. ‘Thusit wns that while Luoy and
her buy were basking o the summer sun-
shine, Cousin Edward waa exbausting all his
wnuwledge of ewosdsmanship in vain endeav-
ors to get within that iron olonel’s goard.
‘The duel was fought on the ground now oc-
cupied by Leicester 8quare, Sir Hugh and
Mr. Thornton officiating a8 seconds, though,
tho latter Dbeing disabled from  the
offects of o recent encounter, they
did not, o6 was usual in thoso days, fight to
the deuth, merely pour se desennuyer.'
Stripped to their shirts—in breeches und silk

Morodith ;
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cheorlessness and desolation, and its mistross
wont moping about, more than ever niser
ablo and broken-hearted. Such a stato of
things could not Jong goon ; the visits for-
bidden oponly took placo by stealth, and
the climax rapidly approached wbich was
to result in tho celebrated Dangerficld tra-

edy.

At this period thero was set on foot nn-
othor of thoso determined Elots which, during
tho firat two roigns of tho houso of Hanover,
g0 constantly barassed that® dynasty. Bir
Hugh, ol courso, was u prime mover of the
conspiracy, and was much in London and
elscwhere, gathering ntelligence, raising
funds, and makwng converts to his opinions.
Ned Meredith—baving, it is to be presumed,
all his energies ocoupiod in his own private
intrignes—had somowhat withdrawn of late
from tho Jacobite party; and Bir sﬂut:i[rvh
heard, with his grim, unmoved 0,
many a jest and innuendo lovelled at the ab-
genteo. . .

Ono stormy winter's ovening, the baro-
net, well armed, cloaked and booted,
left his own house for the meotropo-
lis, accompanied by one trusty servant. He
was bearipg popers of importance, and was
burrying cn to lay them, with the greatest
despateh, before Ius fellow-consprrators.y As
tho night was drawing on, Sir ugh's horse
ghied away from a wild figure, looming like
somo speotre in the fading light ; and ero he
had forced the ammal back into the path,
his bridle was caught by a half-naked lad,
whom the rider at once recognized as an
emissary ho Lad often bofore employead to be
the bearer of secrot imelligence, and who,
under an affectation of being half-witted,

atockings, with no shoes—the antagomsts|concealed much shrewdness of observation,

lunged, and glared, and panted, and twico
paused for breath by mutaul conscut, with
no further damage than two sheht wounds
in Ned’s sword-arm. _

¢ V.ry pret.y praclice.’ said 3Mr. Thorn-
ton, coolly taking o pineh of soufl. and offer-
g his box to Sir Hugb ; * 'm 10 despar
at not being able $o ovlige you this fine morn-
e Qame other time,” replied Sir Bugh, with
a grim emilo 3 * d——ation,’ headded, * Ned s
dewn V'

> GQure enough, Cousin Kdward was on tho

rass striving 1 vain to rase
gnsping out that be wasn't the
He hnd got it just betweon the ribs,
trying to stanch the blood with a delicate
lnced bandkereluef, m a corner of winch,
had he examined it closely, Sir Hugh would
Lave found embroidered the well-known
name of Lucy. Poor, Cousin Edward! it
was all ho had belongug to his lostlove, and
he would have Leon unwilling to die without
{hat fragment of laco 1n his hand.

* A vory promising fencer, rewmarked Col-

mimself, andjand bid him out with what Lo
leasy bart. | for that he hmself was buwmed, and maust
and was | push on to further the govd canso. The lad | the carpet, till it dyed the burder of Lucy's

and unimpeachnble fidelty to the cause.

* Whip and spur, Sir Hugh—whip and
spur,’ smd tho lad, who seemed flustered
and contused with dnnk ; * you may burst
your best horse betwixt this and London,
and all to get there before you'rv wanted. A
dollar to drink, Sir Hugh, hke Handsome
Ned gave me ths morning—a dollar to
drink, and I'll save you s journey for the
sako of the Bony White Rose, and the Bird
with the ¥ellow Bill.’

5'r Hugh scrutinsed the lad with a piere-
ing eye, flang um a crown from his pursoe,
had to say,

was sobered 1n an instant. .

* Liook ye here, Sir Hugh,' he said eagerly;
* Handsomo Ned went down the road ata
gallep this mormmng. There's sometbing
brewing 1 London, you may trust me, Sir

Hugh, aud I tried to stop him to learn his
errand ; but ho toss-d me a crown, and gal-
loped on. He took the Hill-road, Sir Hugh,
and you came up the Valo; but he's bound

anel Rludver. as bo wiped Ins rapier on the | for Dapgerfield, I know, and mayhap he's

rasa. * If ho over gets over it, Lo won't)got papers thut il eave
1; London. No offeucy, Sir

foroet that plongeant thrust 1o tierce.
never knew it a1, ‘Thornton—nover, wi
man yunder tinrtv.’
enat an
Qr Harh tank
as shon A

ficld Hall.

It 1 an ald, old  story !
and sct at dehance, bides hus ume,
his revenge.
placo nov,
yose, nud  the color cune

Love, outraged

and e even summoned  courage tu speah 1
without beatatg w o Hugh., Whiu,oir Hogu o Wouid o0 bu bowne  tu-night 2 had perished in a dad with & French mar-
Cousip Ldward was strong cnvugh (o liaup ) Wihea to got back there, and skulked into  quis. A certain half witted Iad, who bad
avout the house, 1t seciaed tuat ghpses of | s own bouse hko o midmight thief—what | tollowed Sir Hugh back to Dangerficld on
cunsinne: bophtined thoso dark vak tovius , § would Lo do 2—why washe galluping so fast? | that fearful night, might have «lacidated the
a1 d ere e was abie to tako M6 Lu, olco ) dbir Hugh sut lus to th tigt, aod holding his | mystery , but he Lad been kidnapped and
wore kst oi Lacy s arm, alasialas! liey powerful burse Lard by the Luad, urged bim  sent to the plantation. Atter many years Le
had beceme eve i dCArer v tho swpassivued, | on faster thaa before. The hights are all out | returned to England, and on his deathbod
thouphtiul we man tuan eser Lo Was to the i the little uillage of which Lie is sule master,  1uft o written statcment, implicating Sir Hugh
fimid, vactnung @, il te was an addi | aud s sourse’s Lovls clattening throogh thy | in tho double crime of arson and munler.
{100 DowW to tae party va e teliaco b ,d"‘ | street, 1ouse the duup} inm}xteﬁ for an in  Eat long ere this the cuXprit had appenred avwn,mn’)
 otant, erp they 1etufl b their peaccfal 1.:4. befors tha tribunal which™ admits of Ly pre j e carefally 1 Lus arws, and proceeded
(oir Hugh 15 nob ol cpy—ue tule as if he | varication, and the preity boy with the guld- , continently tu carry we offin thedirection of
ever sbivuld want to sleep again. .

DIIgLL AULUILL TUes taties,  DUb bu dis wv)

*Ope - § the Mary parewordse bv whieh the ad- |
herents of the Chevahier distinpuishied that all-)
fatod Frince.

and drove olt to breaktast, whiie,
chargo ot Ned Meredity, aud | noarse, thick vuice.
o was recovered—tor lus|crown tor you—dnok ( overy farthing, you.was cunsumed by firc. Its rustress was
wound war not mortal—earned im  down vulam ! or I never give you a sixpenceismd o bave perished in the flumes.
with bun to get thoroughly weil at Danger-)azan, and oir Hugh tods un, as though, The guud ndigbbours, the Lunest countiy-

Dangerield lovhed o wifferent | bade lum basten vn with them,

so theught Luey ; aud bt spints | palioped buck through the darkness in the
back to Lier chiceh,y direction of bis bowe.

s Lugo via

our juurnhey to

So the Gotonei put bus | might.

* None, my guud buy,” was the reply, in o

bound for Lundon,but stupped a mule farther
forward, at a place where two roads met ;

aud takes and entrustg bus p pers to bis servant, | rdins and his wife a curpsc. His wifo's
companions missed Ned Mcredith from hLis

whilst he

Heome, indeed § Had it ever Loen home to

n
How datk it as a the Tark, under thosc

Hoid, thero's anuther :

tows . He fasteus bis Luteo v une’ trosul.,‘:.;g was repaited aud refurnished by

my wifo to obeg me.' Lucy was xorcoiftd]
niso, and, trembling in every himb, to present

the tables to ber lord. 8ir Hugh placea the
dico-box on tho table, laid his pistols boside
it, aud, taking a seat, motioned to Cousin
Edward to do the same. ¢ You are a man
of honor, Mr. Merocith," ho repoated ; ¢ we
will throw threo times, and the highest caster
shall blow the otber's brains out.' Lucy
shrieked and rushed to the door ; il was
fast, axd her bushaud forced her to sit down
and watch the ghastly game.

¢ Guod God, Sir HaghI' exclaimed Cousin
Edward, ¢ this is too horrible—for your wife's
sake—any reparation I can make, I will;
bat this is marder, deliberate murder |’

* You sre o man of honor, Mr. Meredith,’
reiterated Sir Hugh ; * I ask for no repara-
tion but tius—the chances are equal if the
stakes are high, You are my guest, or
rather, 1 should say, Lady Horsingham's
guest. Begin.' Cousin Edward’s face furn-
ed ghastly pale : he took the box, shook i,
hesitated, but the immovable eye was fixed
on him ; the stern lips repeated once more,
¢ you aro & man of honor,” and he threw—
¢ Four.,' It wasnow Sir Hughsturn. With
a courteons bow he received the box, and
throw—* Seven.' Again the advorsaries
cast. the one a s8ix, the other a threo; and
now they were even in the ghastly matoh.
Once more Cousin Edward shook the box,
and the leaping dice turned up—* Eleven.’
Lucy's white face stood out in the lamplight,
as ehe watched with stony eyes that seemed
to have lost the very power of sight.

¢ For God's sake, forego this frightfal de-
termination, Sir Hugh,' pleaded Cousin Ed-
ward ; ‘take my lifein a fair field. I will
offer no resistance ; but you can bardly ex-
pect to ontdo my throw, and nothing shall
induco me to take advantage of it: think
better of it, Sir Hugh, I entreat youn.'

* You are a man of honor, Mr. Mered:th,
and s0 am I,’ was the only reply, as Sir
Hugh brandished the box aloft, and than-
dered 1t down on the table—* Sixes!
* Good casting,” he remarked ; and at the
samo nstant, cocking the pistol nearest to
um, discharged it full into his antagonist’s
bosom. The bullet sped turough a delicate
Jace handkerchief, which he always wore
there, straight and true into Consin Edward's
heart. As he fell forward across the table,
& dark stream flowed slowly, slowly along

+white dress with a crimsoa stain. She was
on bur knees, apparently insensible ; but
one small hand felt the cold, wet contact,
and rho looked at it, and saw that it was
blood. Once more sho uttered & shriek that
rang through those vast buildings, and rush-
ed aguin $o the door to find it locked. In
sheer despair she madoe for the window,
tbrew open the casement, and, ere 8ir Hugh

lavender one, UIGL TIAU QUOU W
London work, but was still quite good enough
for tho country,—nnd started off for a walk
all by myself, conhding my intentionp to no
ono; a8 I well know, if I did, I should have
Aunt Doborah's ¢ Kate, pray don’t overheat
yourgelf, my dear. Do wra yourself ;3),
znd taho oare not to catch cold ;' and Lady
Horsingham's sarcastic su.ile, and * In my
time, Miss Coventry, young ladies wero not
in tho habit of trailing all over the country
by themselves ; bat I expeot soon to hear of
thoir farming, and fishing, and shooting, I
shunldn’t wonder—not worse than. hunting,
at any rate. Howover, I say nothing ;' and
Cousin Amelia, with her lackadaisical eneer,
and ber avowalithat ‘ she was not equal to
walking,' and her offer to ‘go as far as the
garden with mo in the afternoon.’ 8o 1
tripped down the baok of the staircass, and
away to the stables, with a bit of sugar for
Brilliant, who had arrived safely by the
tram, in company with White Stockings;
and on through the kitchen-gardon and the
home-farm up to the froe, fresh, breezy
down.

I do evjoy a walk by myself, and it was
the Jast chance I shonld have of one; for
Coustn Jobn was expected thatvery day, and
when Cousin John and I are anywhers, of
course wo are mseparable, Lut I am sure
an oceagjonal stroll quite by ono’s self does
ono more gcod than anything. I think of
such quantities of things that never ocour to
me at other times—fairies, brigands, knights,
and damsels, and all sorts of wild adven-
tures ; and I foel so brave and deterrained,
as if I could face anything in a right cause,
and 8o good, and I make such sxcellent reso-
lutions, and waik faster aud faster, and get
more and more romantio, like a goose, as I
know I am.

Well, it was a beautiful morning, early in
autamn—blue sky, light fleccy clouds, a
sharp clear air from the north-—the low
country stundded with corn-ricks, and alive
with reapers, and cart-teams, cattle: a green
valley below me, rich in fine old timber, and
clothed with high tinck hedgerows, conceal-
ing the sluggish river that stole softly away,
and only gleamed out hore and there to light
up the distance ; whilst above and around
me stretched far and wide the vast expanse
of down, cutting sharply against the sky,
and dwarfing to mere shrubs the clumps of
old fir-trves that relieved its magnificent
monotony. X was deep in a daydream, and
an imaginary conversation with Frank Lov-
ell—in which I was ranning over with much
montal cloquence what I skould say,
and what he would say, and what
I should reply to that— when o
shrill whistle caused me to start and turn
suddenly round, whilst at the same instant a
great black ret.dover bourced up against my

could seize or stop hor, flung herself bead-
lung iuto the court bolow. Wken the bor

Horsinghan.
That night vno Lalf of Dangericld Hall

pevple, pitied poor Sir Hugh, galloping
back from ZLondon, 0 {ind his housen

asug lmunt§ ; but it was generally suppused
he had obtained a mission to the Court of St.
Germains, and thers wasa rumor tlat be

! fuct

! ick

legs, and two handsome pointers raced by
me as if just cmancipated from the kennel.

. l
: ugh,’ added the ;nified husband looked down into the dark- | The consequence of this all was, that I
th 2 1ad, tor the baruuct's faco was black as mid- | ness, a wisp of white garmonts, a bruised and : stepped bastily on a lvose stone, turned my
1 lifless budy, was all that remained of Lady

the wrung way ander me, and came
down with & elightly-sprained ankle, and
the Llach retriever, an animal of excecd:
wualy nuisome  breath, after affectivnately
ng my face.

. * Down, Juno I—1 beg your parden a mil-
lion timeal—QGet down, !—How shall I
ovor apologise ?— Confound you, get
down !' said an agitzeted voice above me ; and
looking up, I espied the red haired stranger
of the railway, dressed in a.most conspicuoue
shooting-custome, white hat and all, whose
dugs bad been the means of bringing me thus
saddenly to the cartu, and onwhom I was
now dependent for succonr and support till
I ghoald be able to reach home.

Ia such an emergenoy, my new fricnd was
uvt Lialf 6v confused and sby as I should
Luve capected. He scemed to summon  all
Lis energies to cuwsider wwhat was best to be

1

en curls had becomc lord of Dangerficld Hall.
The long corrdor had been but partially des- |

+
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done ; and as my fout pained me consider-
ably when I tricd to walk (particularly
Lo wmade n. moso adv, but lifted

™

Dangerfield House, where ho seemed intu-
itively to know I was at prosent residing.
It was, tu say tho least of it, an wausual
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duty which belong in reat:’y L nei&t‘hu::- .
that thoso who live entir. 1y in the gy,
inflict on themselves a great varioty of g
nocessary disagreoables, as they loge A
many of its qhiot delights. Of all re

for weariness, commend mn to a dmhp
party of country neighbors by dayligy
peoplo who know each other just well ey
$o-have opposite interests und seorat - july;
sies—who arrivo ill at easo in their gy,
dresses, to sit through a protracted mey yill
bot servants and forced conversation, tllo 8
young lady on her promotion being vielim;s,
at the pianoforte, enables them to yaw i

observed ; and weloome ten o'clock brind
round the oarriage and tipsy coachmiy
.order that they may enter on their Iy
dark, drive home through lanes and by,
whioh i8 only endurable frowo the consij,
tion that the annual ordeal bas been e
pliskied, and that they need not do it
till this time noxt year. . B

There was & dinner-party at Dangaf @
regularly-once a-month, and this wag dy;
Anunt Horgsingham was groat on thea,
casions, astonishing the neighbors as m
with:her London dresses as did Cousin Am
with her London manners. Wae all age
pled o few minutes earlier than usual in g
drawing-room, 8o &8 to be ready to re
our guests, aud great was the infliction

oor ‘Aunt Deborah and my humble

ow they trooped in, ono after anothe
Sir Brian and y Bauoncret, and Magl:
Banneret, and two Misses Banueret: ]
were the great cards of the party, so I
Horsingham kissed Lady Bauneret and{ilo
young ladies, and opined Master Bann
was grown, much to the indignation of §
young gentleman, who, being ar Oxoniar
conrse considered himself » man, SirBj
-was.a gooa-humored jolly old boy, vithj§
loud langh, and stood with Lis coat-tals§
ed, and his back to the empty fireplus,

erfect ease and contentment . nut

ady ; first she seratinized everything Ls
Horsingham had zot on ; then shetok s il
viow of the furniture, and specially cadl:
one faded place in the carpot; lasth,
turned a curious and disappointed glaxe S
myself. I accounted for the latter muk
displunsure by the becorning shade of
gown ; I.know-it was a pretty on,
would meet with feminine censure 12
ingly. Tho Bannexsts were soon follors
Mr. and Mrs. Plomridge, 2 newly-zan
couple, who were feted accordingly. :
Plumridge was a lhght-haired unmari
looking individusl, partially bald, wmtha
coat and white satin neckeloth ; his td
lively, sarcastic, black-eyed little woms,
must have married him for her own oz
ence—they said afterwards she was @
governcss ; but at all evenls she ked
own handsomely when alone with th
after dinper, ani partly from ;-wdic
partly from an oxceedingly off hand
manner, forced even Lady Baczerel b
civil to her. Then cam: th  Ma
and tho Marggolds, and old Miss Fird
sedan-chair frum the adjvining vilsgy
a guudish-luoking man whuse name !
made vut, and Mr. Sprigas the curat;
lastly, in a white heat and & staw o 3
confosion, my shy acquaintace- of
way and the.pointers, who was asherds
Lady Horsingham's pompous butler o
the style and titlo of Mr. Haycock. B
peared to bo a great fricnd of the
and, much to his own discomfitare, ™
mediately laid violent bands cn by cf#
and cousin—the former net thicking g
sary to prosent Lim tu m, till he nffored
his arm to take me in to dinncr, what

face of reproval, on his stammering &
had met Miss Coventry t f.re, &
anything, expressive as it was of shochl
pricty and ‘puzzled astonishmv bt.
Whon you have a secret nly ke
your two-selves, oven with a chy ms
| Wuiderfal bow it brings him ~  Bap
svap was.off the table, S.uire Hayed
13 bad become wonderfally good frieck.
had hoped ¢ my ankle did not pan &+
|1 iad trusted * bis arws 3 o 't ach
{To ¥¢ Continued®



