
îtave to blitme nurselves Ibr ra-zhness and fcuel hardiness ln undert-iking- a work
andl encounîecring dangers, te wvhich G-od had tiot callcit us. We have en-
dearotired to look at this matter wvitl aIl tlc lighit that ive posýzCss, and witli
due ealimness. We (Io feel tlnit one error has, been coinmitted iii the mnanage.
ment of' the Mfissioni, te which ive shaih hereafter advert. Btut after ahi that
bas yct taken place, we have no hcsititîn in expre-ssitig our decided convie-
tioci, thiat as far as the occupation of' JSroina:îga ais a issionti fi--d is concern-
et', the Ohurcli and M4r. Gordon wcere perflecîhy jusr.ilied in %vhat thcy have
doue. Mr. Gordon's heart had long been set on that island as a field et
labour, qa~ hec had made it the suhlct of' tany prayers. Whcen thiere!bre hie

arvdthere, and fotind the way open for a settleiienî, whihe ether ficlds, to
which. the C.hurcli had looked scemced Closod, scarcoly any other conclusion
could bc Idcprcd, than that the Great Ilea-1 of the (3huroh ivas poititngt( te
that as bis destinicd sphere of labours. And thoughi undoubtedly dang)ers
were te bc appreliended, yet those dangers werc, so far as any humait eye
coudd sce, ouly sucli as the firs, issienaries weeexposed to on other ielands,
where the gospel bias reapcd its richest harvests. We behieve that wlien thc
M1issionaries of the London Society landed on Tahiiti-when tice Wcsleyans
tarided o-n the ig,-hnMr. Gcddie landed on Aiioityumn, or Messrs. Patc\n
and Copetand on Tana, their situations was te all human appearance nearly,
anud i sottie instances quite as dangerous as Mr. Gordon's, when lie landed ou
Erroitanga, Titat the resuit has becti differont niust bo ascribed te, the in-
sorutable purpose of' Rlim, who - doeth aceording to bis will lu the armnios of
fieaven and ainong the inhabitatits of the orh"The course oF' events since
3Mr. GJordon handed, aniply confirins thus opinion. For more than three years
hoe laboured among, the people. viitl ne greator perils titan the Missionarics ou
-Fome other islands of the South Sous have eneouriterod. Indeed %ve question
if lio did not suifer more personal violenc at the bauds eof the Lrisli Roman.
ists of Hlifax, whihe labouring as a, oity miissionary there, thai lio did dur.
iiig tkese t1iree yeu2's from the savageac. of'Erua~a There, ias ihius time
4lntphy sufflicient te show, that as fhr es safety ;vas concerncd, the Churvh was
euririoly warratited in the stop site teck. Atiflii en %vo add that the lastsd
,evet was tiot the result cf any thing ln the oidiury or normal stato of' af-
fairs ilhere, but that the inimediate occa-sion or it was an extraordin:iry dis-
pensat',on etf divine Pr-ovidcncc.-soiiething, etitirely apart front the original
istate of thîngs there, and what ne humauî lnsagIaciry could have forseen, Cviz.,
very remaricable ravages of diseuse and decîh aniong tho natives, we think
we hiave ontough to show, tbat thoughi the resuilt lias been so sad, we have ne
tetute cf reproacb in baving eccupied Err-omnia- as a mission field. WC ho-
lieve -after all that lias baipponed, thiat the (Jhciru (tut fblloved the leadings
Qf Divice Providence, and that rierv she bas to accelit the event as a dispetn.
satin eo' bis batud and te seek te profit by it accordinghy.

Beut whien Mr. Gordon saw that his lifè was iii dangrer in reniaining, longer
on the island should lie net have left? W<e knoîv thut lu sonie instauces the
Apostles and modemn M issionaries, wvbeu thecir hives wore lu danger, sought
safety by removing, te other sphores cf usefulness ; and that, in s0 doing, tboy
but fi'ihlowved the directions of' their Master. W~e deubt net tlîat there will be
nuany among thiat extremely nunerous class-in the werld %vlio are very wise
af'ter the event, wvho înay bo dispoed te cenclude that INr. Gorden should have
foLowed a similar eourse. But we are persuadod that every intelligent Obris-
tuan, whe examines the whele circumstatices, will say, that inatters were net
in sueh a position ou Erromanga that hie would have been warraated la se
acting. The Aposties and moderîi Missionaries have feit themselvcs called to


