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WHIO AND WIIAT ARE THE

The pýopular belief points to Egypt
as the birth-land of rhis mysterious
people. This tradition, whieb is
proudly and persistcntly beld by the
Gypsies theriiselves, was in the first
instance contrived by the xncdioeval
theolorgians, to suit som-e thcory of
biblical interpretation. It has no
credible basis.~ Nor can the theûry
of' a Jewish er*gin hold good. There
is ne afinity between the Gipsy and
the Jeiw. Their habits present a per-
fect contrast.-"l The Jews seek towns,
the centres of population, where they
eau trade; che Gipsies on the cou-
trery, spread over the country and the
heaths." The J ewis naturalised, and
readily falis in with the habits and
peculiarities of the people amongt
whombe setties ; the Gipsy, ail the
world over, is a stranger. The one is
borne on the tide of civilization, the
other retains the primitive barbarism.

Buttner, the philologist, was the
first to throw out the hint that India
iras the cradie of this vagrant people.
Ris view iras subsequently con firîned
by Grelîman and Prichard,.whe dis-
covered in the language of the Gipsies
-a language which, with slight, varia-
tiens, they evcrywhere speak-souie
elenients of afflnity to the Sanscrit.
The cause of the dispersion of the
original race is involved in obscurity-
PGrellIman speculates on the probability
of tbeir having been driven frem India
by the great invasion of Tamnerlane.
As, however, they must have belonged
to a low caste (Greilman says the
Suclras,) it is not likely that fnreign
invasion wou1d lead to their disper-
sion. M.Esquiros suppp§es that
certain dupredations and misunder-
standings with j"~tice were the true
secret, of the expulsion of the Gipsies
from theïr natiyolad Ifntoa
cha getejisjcs be permenant, there is

GIPSIES.

too mucb ground for assuming, the
truth of this suggestion.

More than three, centuries ago,
Gipsies made their first appearance
iu England. Their reception wasfar
froin flattering. IL two decrees of
.lenry VIII., tbey a-te rcpresented as
rognes oud vagabonds, and command-
ed to quit the kingdom forever. Su
anious werc the English ta get rid
of them, that they were shipped tÔ
France forthwith, at the cost of thq
State. They must have made thefr
way back again very rapidly, for -we
hear of them in the reigns of Mary
and Elizabeth. According to, the
statutes of the period, the Gi'r1y was
regarded as a capital offender; and iu
the days of the second Charles, thir-
teen Gipsies were gibbeted at Norfolk,
for tio other crime than belonging ta
the prescribed race. The statutes
agai-nst the Gipsies were not repealed
until the reign of' George III.

There are in England five principal
Gipsy tribes. The Stanleys have
their headquarters in the New Forest
-The Loveils bang on the skirts of
the inetropolis-The Coopars infest
the royal demesne at Windsor-Tliè
Hernes traverse the northern couni'es
-and the Smiths pitch their tents in,
the east of the island. Anxious ta'
know the inner life of this strangê
people, M. Esquiros wandered over
commons and deserted districts, with
the hope of finding a Gipsy traclç.
lie was at last fortiinate enougli to
light upon an olive-f'aced boy whosê
count.enance and celer betrayed lis
kindred. Hie induced the lad: te lead,.

Éim to the encampment. Ho describes
bis reception ; it was certainly inferior
te the hospitality wYhioh be enceunt-
ered in Wales.

" I fbund-myself in~ the middle of a
,wild and stri-ing. -'x.. ~~
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