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The other $aints have been unto us gelerous
masters, charitable ,embassadors ; but their offce,
n as limited to the work of instructing and exhort-
ing us,.and also of helping us by the faithful
transmission of that which. they had themselves
received ; but Mary, their mother and ours, the
consolation of the sons of Adam, but Jesu5, our
adorable chief, to whom do we owe them ?

" Happy Cou ple, Anne and Joachim,shall we again
repeat with a Father already quoted, every creature
is under strict obligation to you: by you- every
creature. offers p. its Creator the most perfect of all
gifts, a chaste Mother, alone worthy of her God." (1)

-0 Saint Anne, mother of the Virgin Spouse,
cootrary to all hope, thou hast seen shining withiu
thee the flame of virginity, the glory of chastity."

'. We all therefore proclaim thee ble.ssed and the
source-of our life."

" Thy heart is blesged, O Anne fIlled with wis-
dom ; iL has flowered and given that virgir.at fruit,
which has given birth to the Author and Redgemer
of all creatures."

" Rejoice, Joachim, because a Ohild is bora unto
us of thy Daugbter, and îtirougl der a Son is
givel Unto us. Jle shall be called the Angel of the
great counseil, the Savioui- of the world, the God
of strepgth." (2)

George of Nicomedia lays do wn in th.e following
wofvs .the rights of St Anne and St Joachirn to our
grytiude:.. •

"We h.ad been made out of.nothing by a pure
act of. the divine goodness, and we were destined to
serve our Creator in the earthly Paradise, by the
practice of hgly works ; but, repelling just com-
rmapds, wedrew upon ourselves the punishment of
death by our own will. Nevertheless our Oreator,

(i) St John Darnascene.
(2) St Andre\v of Crete.


