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rate of 20,000 chests annually, which cost the Chi-|proccedsin » strain of compliment, the very com.
nese four nullions of pounds sterling every year.— monness of which proves the civilization of the peo.
This quautity at twenty grains per day for esclindi-jple. ‘l'he titles bestowed upon the relations of othery,
vidual, would be sufficient to demoralize nesrly three together with the humiliatirg light in which persons
millions of persons,  When the habit 15 once furmed, speak of their own connections are also remarkable,—
it grows till it becomes inveterate; discontinuance is;** Honourable young gentleman,” fora friend’s son,

— deprivation of the accustomed indulgence preduces

OCCASIONS OF SCARCITY IN THE CELESTIAL EMPIRE.* [certam death. In the proportion as the wretched vice
Notwithstanding all this diligence and care, how- tim comes under the power of the infutuating drug,
ever, the people in most of the provinces find a dif- so is his ability to resist temptation less strong ; and
ficuity i procuning the necessanes of hile; many die/debilitated in body as well as mind, he is uvable to
of actual want, tnd muuy more sre compelied ta,earn his ususl pittance, and not unfrequently sinks
emigrate: while every encouragement ts given torunder the cravings of an appetite which he is unable
the importation of grain, 1 order to relieve a needy to grutly, Thus they masy be seen hanging theit
populstion, The general poverty of the peoplo hus:heads Ly the doors of the opium shops, which the
already been alluded to, 1nshowing them to be con- hurd heurted keepers, having fleeced them of their
tent with a dimmished qualily and sometimes quantity all, wiil net permit them to enter; and shut out from

of fuod; yet many of them can hardly find fuod enough thewr own uwellings, erther LY angry relatives or ruth-

and numbers die anoually of sheer starvation.— lese creditors, they cie 1 tee streets unpitied and
When a drought, or mundation occurs, when locusts;desp-sed, It would be well if the rich ojium mes-

vade the coasts, and the crops fal from bhght or chant were sumetimes presentto witness such scenes as,

milden, imperial bounty 13 obhiged to be extended;these, that he mght be aware how his wretched cus-
fo the sufferers, otherwise a people, considerably

straightened on common occustong, would in sea-!culuhons, in thousands of instances, end. When the

sons of scarcity actually perish for want. For thispissue of this permicious habit is not fatal, its tenden-,

purpose, a great quantity of gram is annually left in,cies ate to weaken the strength, and to undermine
the various grovinces, besides that winch is forward- the constitution ; winle the property spent in this vo-
ed to Pek, in order that the supply n oy be ready Juptuons indulgence, constitute so much detracted
wken necessity demands it.  Accoiding to one state-|from the wealth snd industry of the country, snd
n.ent, there are reserved in dfferent parts of thejtend to plunge into deeper distress those wesk and
country about 26,000,000 bushels of grain, and;dependent members of society, who are already
12,000,000 bushels ot rice, to Le sold out at & low scarcely able 10 subsist at all, In fact every opium
price to the poor in seasons of scarcily, a quantity;smoker may calculste upon shortening his life ten
sufficiently indicative of the wants of the people, and;years from the time when he commencas the practice;
of the straits to which they are sometimies dniven, tojone hall of his physical energies are soun gone; one
need such a supply. And yet this royal munificence|third of his scanty esrnings are absorbed ; and feel-
sometimes proves inadequate to the relief of thefing strength and income hoth diminishing, while the

tomers ternnnate their course, and see where his spe-

more and isore difficult, until st length the sudden and *‘ the thousand picces of gold,” for his davphter,

are usual appellations ; while the individual replies,
by bestowing the epithet of ¢¢ dog’s son,’ and female
slave,” on his own offspring,

The ceremonies observed on the invitation and en.
tertainment of guests are still more ttriking ; com.
,plimentary cards are presented, and pol.te answers
jreturned, all vieing with each other in the disjlay of
humility and condescension. On the arrival of the
jguest, “considerable difficulty is found in airanging
iwho shall meke tle lowest bow, or first enter the
doar, or take tho highest seut, or assume the prece.
dence st table ; though the ho:t generslly contrives
to place his guest in the most clevated position.—
When conversation commences, the mutual sssent 1y
every proposition, the setupulous avoiding of all can.
tradiction, und the entire absence of every offensive
expression, or melsucholy allusion, shows what a
sense these people entertain of politeness; while the
congratulations or condolence lavished on every pro;-
perous or adverse occasion, and the readiness displaj-
ed to * rejoice with them that do rejoice, and to
weep with them that weep,” manifest the degree of
iuterest they sppear to take in each other. Auy ore
who would examine the style of their epistolary cor-
respondence, the form of their invitation catds, and
the phraseolagy of their polite discourses, must see
that, professsedly at least, ¢ they esteem every other
belter than themaelves,’ which is the foundetion of
politeness. Their civility may indeed verge towsrds
adulation, and their compliments assume the zir of
flattery ; but when we ses a whole uation thus ex-

wretched, or being pillaged by undeslings in its wayjdemands upon his resources are increased, he seeksjternally soft, sffable, and yielding, we must acknow-

to the necessitous, leaves the huugry to starve erejto obtsin by duplicity what he canuot esrn by la.
the provision reaches them. The oxtreme poverlyjlour, and thus his moral sense becomes bluoted and
of the people in the south of China 1s well known to.his heart hardened, while he plunges into the vortex
all who are acquainted with those regions, and the ol ruin, dragging with him his dependent relatives,
piteous scenes presented in winter by whole hosts of and all witbin the sphere of his influence. Calcu-
peasants almost destitute of food of fuel, are enough lating, therefore, the shortened lives, the frequent
to affect most deeply the minds of the compassionate. diseuses, and the actual starvation, which are the re-l
The common wages of the day labourer is but four- sult of opium smoking in China, we msy venture to
pence a day, and the remuneration to a schoolmas-;assert that this pernicious drug annually destroys my-
ter from each of bis scholars is only ten shillings a riads of individusls. No man of feeling can contem-
year, while provisions are sometimes rearly as highyplate this fearful amount of misery and mortality, as

ledge that they have made some advances in the
art of good breeding.

We do not know that we have ever had the man-
ners of the people of Chica brought so completely
before us as in the preseat work ; it has all the live.
liness of 2 work of fiction, with the solid information
of a statistical treatise.
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asthey are in Europe. The want of feeling gene-iresulting from the opium trade, without an instinc

rally apparent among the Chinese, argues their deep:tive shudder. But the most appalling fact of all is,jyyr riGuT REV. THOMAS WiLeON, D. D., LORD Bisop

that the trade is constantly incressing.
One more extract is all we can find room for, which
will exhibit
CHINESE POLITENESS AND CEREMONY.
The civilization of the Chinese will be seen in
their complaisance towards each other. In no un-

christian country do we find such attention paid to
ceremony, such polish in daily intercourse, and so
there Europeans do not aim at conquest or coloniza- Many compliments passing to and fro, as among the

fone " t intoxj. Chinese. ~In associating wilh friends, and in enter-
tion; they have no need, therefore, 1o use an intoxi ltaining strangers,their politeness is remarkable. The

poverty.

We fully agree with the author in lsmenting the
effects of the opium trade, though we cannot look for
the disuse of the mischievous drug, tarough the agen-
cy of the commercial forbearauce or imperial re-
strictions.

THE OPIUM TRADE ; ITS MORAL EVILS.
Ia China territory is not sought, nor lands coveted;

cating medium, in order to subserve their designs of,

political influence and territorial enlargement. The,
only inducement that Englsh merchants can have to;
lead them to carry on the opium trade in China, is.
the desire of gain; and yet that gain is so consider-
sble as to draw them on with increasing eagerness in
its pursuit, It is with them not a mcans to an end,
hut the enditself ; they do not contemplate the wast-
jug away of the population in conset}‘uence of the traf-
fic, and yet the terrible efiects of the traflic may be
the same asthough they did contemplate it. Facts
induce usto believe that it is so, Those who grow.and
sell the drug, while they grofit by their speculation,
would do well to follaw the consumer into the huuots
ot vice, aud mark the wretchedness, poverty, disease,
and death which follo.v the indulgence; for did they
but knowthe thousandih part of the evils resulting
from it, they would not, tisey could not, continue to
engage in the transaction. Previous to the year
1796, opium was admitted into China on the payment
ol a duty, when a few bundred chests annually were
imported, Since thet time, the drug has been openly
interdicted, and yet clandestinely introduced at the

*Concluded.

poorest and commonest individual will scarcely allow
a passenger to cross the doar, without asking him in;
should the siranger comply, the pipe is instantly fil-
led and presented to his lips, or the fea poured out
for his refreshment; a seat is then offered, and the
master of the house does not presume to sit down, un.
til the stranger is first seated. The epithets employed,
when conversation conunences, are in keeping with
the character of the peoples The familisr use of the
personal pronoun is not indulged in; on the contra-
ry, ‘¢ venerable uncle,”—¢‘ honoursble brother,” —
 virtuous compsnion,’—or *‘ excellent sir,”’~in ad-
dressing a stranger, are used instead of the pronoun
 you;™ and ¢ the worthless fellow,’—* the stupid
one,?—< the late barn,> or the ‘‘unworthy disci-
ple,” instead of the pronoun ‘¢ 1,” gre terms of com-
mon occurrence. ‘ What is your noble patrony-
mic? is the first question; to which the usual reply
is, ¢* my poverty struck family name is so and so,”
again, the question is asked respecting the ¢ honour-
sble appellation, the exalted age, and the famovus pro-
vince,” of the stranger; which queries are replied to
hy applying te one’s self the epithets of ¢ ignoble,
short-lived, aund vulgar ;° thus the conversation

OF S8ODOR AND MAN.*

Thomas Wilson wss of a respectable family, living
at Burton, in Cheshire. He speaks of his parents
as having been pious persons; snd such we may rea-
sonsbly suppose they were, so for as the existence
of early piety in & child is any proof ofthe tesining
exercised by the psrents, Atall events, the elements
of godliness were found in this child at a very early
period ; no small evidence of which is the language
of filia] tenderness in which, when he was very young,
he speaks of his father and mother. The favour of
God, which so clearly rested on this youth, in his
future life, may surely be coaceived to have descend-
ed on him, in no small degre/ , from the dutiful spirit
of his early childhood. Such wes the character of
Him who, inthe youthful days of his earthly sajours,
went down, and ‘ was subject to his parents.””  Mr.
Wilson received his early tuition from Mr. Harper,
a school-master in the city of Chester ; and, having
laid a svlid foundstion under his care, entered it
‘Trinity College, Dublin, with the intention of study-
ing physic. But He who, aforetime, had * calid
Luke the physician, whose praise was in the Gospel,
to be an evangelist and physician of the sou),” saw
fit to divert the inclinations of Mr. Wilson itto a
different course. This clange of purpose was the
result of the persuasions of Archideacon Hewetson,
who ufterwards gave him great assistance in bis stu.
dies. Enongh is pot recorded of this period of bis
life to eoable us to set it forth as an example to stu-
dents : by its msturer {ruits, however, we may de-
cide, with tolerable certsinty, that this period was
well laid out. Hae was remarkable in sfter-life for
the orderly distribution of his time; and, when we

"* From the Church of England Magazine.



