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in dircot opposition to preconceived views, ¢ & practice con-
demned by threefourths of the old school of breeders.”  He
adds that he could not find any one, however, who has tested
the practice, but they * believed it to be erroncous because
their great grandfathers had so noted it down.”

As history s0 frequently repeats itself, aud this has already
begun, as 1 have already intimated, in respect to crossing
Long and Shortwoolled sheep, it will be iateresting to quote
again from Mr. Twynam’s letter of November, 1837 —

¢ 1 have thus far spoken,” he says, “ only of eobtaining a
uniform breed of the first crop. I will now procesd to observe
that to render this breed still morc useful and prefitable, and
to adapt it for every purpose for which the full sized Down is
now used, u good-coloured, good-woolled rum of this first cross
should be used with Down ewes. Where good judgment iy
here cxeroised, the produce is the handsomest, the most com-
pact, and, all purposes considered, the most profitable sheep
that has ever yet been produced. ”

Herc our authority may be open to the oharge of a slight
inconsistency, counsidering what he had previously said about
the value of first crosses, The words in italies, * most pro-
fitable, ” are his own, but he continues to anticipate what the
Ozfordshire Downs, and, in a less complete scuse, what the
Shropshire sheep now are :

* Here you have combined, he says, — all the advantages
of the Laicester, Qutswold, and South down, a capacity for
fulding ®1is 1ncreased aptitude to thrve, o kindhness 1o
naturc without tenderoess, a trame so unproved as to come to
greater waght when fatted than the Downs, without the 1o
convenience of tuo much size, aun incrcase of wool, ot only
in length and weight, but 1n value ; this second cross beariog
beyond all dispute the most valuable combing wool Eogland
can produce.

As | have shown, the relative prices of mutton and wool
arc not now what they were upwards of forty years ago, and
for scveral years after that time. Mutton was then selliog
at less than 64. per 1b (1) The present obvious practieal ten-
dency, as I have also shown, is to cross longwoolled shecp
with Duwns o urst crosses, such as Uxfordshires, or with
more mized dark faced breeds, such as the Shropshire, and
this with a view to improve the quality aud value of the
mutton rather than to increasc the weight of wool. But Mr.
Twynam prosceds:—

* On my farm, where the moderate-sized Hampshire Down
wils iive. ¥ do not hesitate thus openly to declarc that the
second cross of Cotswold and Down shall beat them, taking
the average annual salez, at least 25 per cent. io profit, keep-
ing the same numbers and performing the same folding. On
this point. I have twice before ineffectually dared my brother
farmers of Hawpshire to a trial, and now for the third time I
soliciv some spirited Southdown breeder to select 100 ewes,
one-half of which shall be coupled with bis own ram, the
other with a cross-bred of my own production; let the lambs
fall and live together in any maoner, good or bad, as he
pleases; lot them be shorn when tegs, and their wool and car-
case valued. By the event, I am williug to let the merits of
the cross stand or full.”

There is much in the above close and confident description
that may be applied to current cvents in regard to the pro-
gress of British and foreign flocks of sheep. Mr. Twynam,
however, concludes the paragraph from which the above are
extraets in a way I cannot think is co happy or trustworthy,
He says, in his emphatic way:

* Asto pure breed, nonsense! There is no such thing in
this country !  And I much question, if a close investigation

(1) ln 1830, sold no end of Down-sheep at 3s 8d the stone of
8 1bs -~ five pence halfpenny & pound. A.

J.F.

took place, whether the colebrated Eliman'’s breed did not
dorive their “ mould ™ from Bakewell's Lcicester. ”

I have been among Southdowns forty or more years, but do
not remember over having scen a trace of astain of Longwool
in any sheop that came from a reputed true-bred Southdown
flock. This strain would orop out, cven after many genera-
tions if it had ever been there. As I have previously shown,
it orops out in * watery *' or “ apeu "flecces in the Shropshircs,
in which it is admitted there is a strain of long-woolled sheep.
It crops out, too, among the sheep in question, the Oxford-
shires,an ocoasional lamb having almost a pure long-woolled
fleece to look at. When these have appeared, however, they
have beon discarded from the flocks of professional Oxford-
shire breeders. Hence the preseat prevailing uniformity of
the wool and general gharaster of the esvablished breed of
Ozfordshires. (1)

W. W. G.

Starting Cabbage and Cauliflower.

Eps. Country GENTLEMAN— Some four or five years
ago T urged in the CouNTRY GENTLEMAN that for that part
of the country north of the 40th parallel of latitude, cabbage
aad oauliflower plants started early in spring, if properly
attended to, were ~qual if vot suprrior to those started 1o
September and wintered over. Additivnal years of practice
confirm the opinions then hrld, not only by myself, but also
hy the majority of market gardener- I am acquaint.d with.

Plants may be ecither started in greenhouse hotbeds, or,
when only a few dozen are wanted, the sceds may be sown in
hozes and started in the window. (2) Every farmer may raise
bis own plants by this last method. I would not advige
sowing the sceds before the first of March. Get a box about
three inches deep and of a size suitable for the size of the
window, sow the sceds thinly and wher the first two charac-
teristic leavcs are formed transplant in another box, puttin
the plants down to the first leaves in the soil. Keep Weﬁ
exposed to light and air ; set the box out of doors on all sui-
table oceasions, so that they shall neither be tender nor drawn
in growth ; keep them stocky and hardy, and when time comes
for setting into the open ground, they are in a condiiion to
grow right along without any apparent check.

Mr Bailey, on page 69, advises, for early hotbeds, a foot
of manure, and on this a foot of soil, for raising carly plants,
I think he makes a mistake in recommending a foot of soil
oo such a small quantity of manure, before the first of April.
I do not think there is sufficient heat in 2 foot of manure to
heat a foot of soil, unless the heating properties are more
powerful than [ can find in any manure I handle. Iive or
six inches is enough of soil for the raising of 28y kind of
plants, and then thn heat of the manare is not wholly exhaus-
ted in heating a large body of soil.

I cousider flats or boxes the best, however, to start eabbage
caunliflower, and in f. 3t all kinds of carly vegetable plants,
when they are raised in large quantities. Last scason I rai.
sed 50,000 carly cubbage plants, and, with the exception of
15,000, h~ them all in boxes 18 by 24 inches and 3 inches
wide. The maoner in which I make these boxes is as follows :
[ use half-inch lumber cut to the width of 3 inches and 12
feet long, (by having it in this size, it outs to the proper

1} When Lord Ducie brought Jonas Webb's best ram (hire, 95
guineas s season) into Glo'stershire, the wool of his get was open, or
watery, in the second year. I am as coovinced as a man can be of
anything he cannot prove, that Webl's sheep had a touch of the
.ong-wool in them. ARJPF

(2) Possibly, if they are sown very thin. As a rule, I never saw
any cabbages or cauliffowers succeed whea started in a wingow.F
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