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We fiave justseen that unity in faith and govern-:
,urnt is an absolutely essenti] dogma, taught by i
fesus Christ, by the apestles and  their successors i
rom age 10 age, receguized and set fortl i all they e i A “! eouid ool C ' :
Churches aud in all the communions of the chris- | efficacious, the only meanswe can conceive capa-y| nly come from him to whom the whole hp

ON IHIE INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH

tian world. When we are all of us, without ex-
‘eption, once agreed upon admitting the princip!e,'

wemust of necessity be agreed upon admiitting its |
immediate and necessary consequence, which 18, |
that Jesus Clrist bag supplied us with some means; ™

»f preserving “nd maintaining this unity. For, to
»blige us al}, under pain of damnation, to haze butt
one baptism and one faith, to form of ourselves but
~ne only bady, one only Churct. and 1o lcavo us
without the means or thepossibility of arriving at)
‘his, would be inconsistent with his pruvidence and
tustice. Now we all know and wo loudly profess
that his providence and justice have never been
wanling and never will be wanting to mon, We
are therefore, all convinced that Jesus Christ has
not left us without the means of being able to ful-
61 bis great commandment, We have only there-
fore to examine what are the means appointed by
him, in order that, following his direction aud his
wish, we may all with one consent have recourse
to them, that we may adopt thern with sincerity and
attaeh ourselves exclusively to them.

1§ each une of us were directed by an immediate
-evelation, a particular inspiration, there is no
doubt that we never should depart from unity. But

DCwSERTCaRTAEIR IR || ords and of multiplying sects ad infinitum: it isl-l
Vo, . ' ! . . .
| diametrically opposed to umty, and is therefore |them under wy hand: all power is given to me i

eIl |

Poo Co .
‘:ll:exrcﬁ‘or(s, their illusions shall not prevail: I hap!

proscribed.  Weare undor the necessity of look-j; beaven and on carth, and by vittue of this powet
ing out for another mean, and we shall never find || from this moment1 stand by your side, and shal
it except in a supreme authority, that speaks with)junceasingly  remain with  you, withput tin
@ tone of authority, which presses equally upon all'!'lcaslintcrruplion, even of a single day, to the enu
which hasthe right to declare what is revealed and ::n“imc. A potentate may assemblehis ministers

what is not, what we must believe, what we mustp and say to them, Go, bear my ordersto allmy oy

reject; and which Lousequently, itself being sccur-:%pire, imorm my people of them- he has a right 1.
cd from error, shall protectus from it, by subject- [}do 30, he can do it: But is there onc who coul!
ing us to her decisions. Thisis the poweriul, thc”wy, Inform all nations of them? Such a commanc

ble of holding us together, circumstanced as \vq‘!man race was subjected. And again should th}

are. Without it, 1t is impussible we shouid ever'i-polcmutc have conquered the upiverse, would ...
be united; with it, impossible we should nut always | presume to add: £ am wilk you even to the consun,

be so; it has thercfore been established; we can- | mation of theworld; he who is feeble and mortal .5
ot doubt of it. It nccessarily follows from u.cHoumelves, he whose power expires with his life, an..
principle of umty as an eflectbelongs tots cause, |iis buried in the same tomb with bim? Tlis pie

and a consequence flows from uts principles. Werel|mise becomes Jesus Christ alone, and fruly shew .
there no scripture in the world, were there no mo-jjus whatheis. He maude it ltke a master; he keeps
nument of primitive tradition, we should noton that{jitlikea God. By this promise he secures luys
account be less cerivin of the institution of thisemi- || ckurch against all errorin its doctrine, and ensur »

nent and infallible authority, whea once the neces-|
sity of being but oue in belict and i communion is
demonstrated to us,

But, thank God, we hare the boly Scripture, we!
have the unbroken tradition of all centuries, since
the preaching of the gospel, from age to age, down|
to ourdays; both attesting in the most authentic!
manner the positise institution of this authority.

16 Jesus Christ, after his resurrection, appear-!
ed again at different times during fosty davs in the
midst of his apostles and disciples to console them
and give them his last instructions, speaking to
them of the kingdom of God, which without doubt
means his church, and of its progress and its ob-!
stacles, of its combats and its trnumpbs, ofthe forins

tfat this is not the means that providence grants us,
no person, how enthysiastic or fanatic seever, can
veasonably doubt. Every one sufficiently feels with-
‘n himself that he is not supplied with this miraga-:
Ious assistance.

But perhaps Jesus Christwany have Jeft Lis doc- ||ment of theiss, when he solemnly addressed them

frine % our private interpretation; perhaps it was
hig wish that for the explonation of bis dogmas and
the understanding of his Jaw we should have wo
sther guide but oursclves, no other judge to at-
tend to but our privato opinion. If he had come
to egtblish upon carth a variation in the belief and
aplurlity in the government of his church, well
and good: for we have alrcady seen and soon shall
sill more plainly see, that the Liberty of interpret-
ing just according 1o our fancy and of preferring
ang following our own conceits, s the Mmfllible

J

essentially necessary in ifs hicrarchy and govern-
ment and of its unavoidable connection with the
powers of the world. Uwasin bis last appear-
;ance to them, that ho annouuced to his apostles;
-the termination ofhis mission and the commence-

1in these irportant words: «¢ All power isgiven me

all nations—teaching them to observe all things,
whatsoever I have commauded you: and bhehold 1
am with you all days, even to the consummation
of thewarld.” What ao authosity to go and in-
sjruct! Neverwas such given to man before. It
comes {0 them from the Almighty himself, apd
subjects the whole humanrace tothem. What sc-

in heaven and in carth. Go therefore teach yel

| the perpetuity of its cxistence and its indefectibila
to the end oftime.  Already has this promise prc'-
served his church against - rth and hell for nearhs
two thousand years; and this without doubt is suffi
cient to convince us, that it will suppart it ever
to the consummation of the world, come when ¢.
may.

He had formesly said to the chief of his apostles.
when he took from him the name he had il they, -
borue, togive lim one that was symbolical ame
mystericns; < Thou art Peter, and upon this rocked
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall nee
provail agaiostit,” and to his apostles in genera} ¥
"‘ And I will ask the Father, and be shall give you

hanother Paraclete—the Spirit of trath—When he

| the Spirit of truth is come, he will teach you o,
truth.””  These passages are so clear, that at th:
first glance they immediately discover tous the °
stability of the edifice he proposed fo raise (ar
cdifice not to Lic overturned by all the powers of
hell) and the wmamissible purity of doctrine inbis
Church, with which {he spiritof aill tuth is fo resi(y,
forever.

# I'am not surprised tat, intending thg Apostles
jto represent him one day and reserving for them &
tutelary and continual assistance from on Ligh, &¢ *
should in the course of his preaching have safd ¢
them, aud also to the sixty-two disciples. * He
that heareth you heareth me; and be that despiseth, -
you, despiseth me.” A simple exprossion ¢his, hut

curity, what confidence is there not given to their

yet &:igoro',xs cnotigh to put forth at onesingle stroke
and in the bighest degree, on the ono side, the au-

megns ofintroducicg divputes, quarrels, and dis-

fuar nofhing: lef men apd dovi}s viss up aguinst you,

teaching by thrisholy word, £ am twith you! Go, !

tharity to teach, anf, on tirc other, the dulysgp



