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SMYRNA AND MOUNT PAGUS.

EarLy on Saturday morning our
good ship glided into the magnificent
harbour of Smyrna, the largest and
most important city of Asia Minor.
It occupies a most magnificent posi-
tion, backed by an amphitheatre of
mountains, its fertile plain covered
with richest foliage. Its crowded
shipping and splendid quay give
the city quite a European character;
but as we penetrate its interior and
visit its suburbs, it becomes strik-
ingly Oriental. Not at either Cairo
or Constantinople is such a variety
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of tonguesspoken; no less than seven-
teen different languages are in use.
I saw signs in Turkish, Armenian,
Hebrew, French, Italian and Eng-
lish. The commerce of Smyrna is
very ecxtensive, chiefly cotton, figs
and other fruit, silk, opium, liquors,
sponges, Turkey carpets and rugs,
leeches and attar of roses.

We visited the quaint Cathedral of
St. Photinus, and the Armenian
church, where the strange service
of thatancient seet was in progress.
The spacious church was situated in



