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in this country, a graceful girl ploughing a stony hillside field.
As we approached she drew heù veil eioseiy over ber face, per-
mitting oniy ber blaek, flashing eyes to be seen, and stood like a
startled fawn at gaze.

Shortly after noon we reached tbA squalid modern town of
Baalbee, the site of the most stupendous ruins in ail Syria, or
with tne exception of Karnak, perhaps, in the worid. Prom afar
loomed up high above ail surrounding objeets, the six ioneiy
columns ivith the shattered frieze shown in our initial eut. Once
seen tiiey hauint the imagination forever as probably the most
impressive architectural fragment of the old Roman world re-
maining on earth. The Acropolis of Baalbeeý, ,surrounded by
gardens, rises to the west of the littie town. The great temple
area ivas neétriy one 1,000 feet in length and 450 feet wide,
about the same size as that at Karnak. A broad fliglit of steps,
150 feet in length and 50 feet wide, led up to the great eastern
portico. This portico, was a,, majestic, structure, 180 feet long and
*37 feet deep, a fitting entrance to the great temple area behind.
Bcneath Mils are colossal vauits, far older than the Roman times,
with richly carved bosses at the intersections of the groined
arches. They have long been used as a shelter for flocks and
lierds. flere we entered, paying a Turkish dollar each f9r the
privilege.

Flanking- the portico are huge towers, buit of massy stones,
some of them twenty feet long, adorned with pilasters, niches and
comices. The upper parts were battlemented and fortified by
the Saracens. The rear wall of the portico, is 19 feet in tbick-
ness, also built of massive stones. Behind this is a hexagonal
hall, 250 feet wide, with lofty ch-ambers on every pide, once
adortied with stately eolumns; it is now, however, a mass of
crumbled ruins.

A noble portai, 50 feet ivide, gives admission to the great
court, a quadrangie 440 feet long and 370 wide. This court is
surrounded by rectangular or cireular recesses, or ehambers like
that shown iu the engravîng on page 42f4; these were eiaborately
deeorated with richly earved columns and scrolls, and columns
of syenite from Upper Egypt.. Erontiîig this, on the west,
wvas the great Temple of the San, on a platform. 300 feet long
and 240 ivide, and surrounded by a peristyle 290 feet long,
160 broad, consisting of fifty-four columns, 7ý. feet thick, 62 feet
high, supporting an entablature some 18 feet in heiglit, 80 feet
.above, the base, and 130 feet above the level of the plain. AIL
that remains of that magnfiecent peristyle are six columus with
theii' entablature, ilstanding," says Dr. Thompson, ilainong tLhe


