A THE 'OANADIAN: PRESBYTER, 265.
at Certain it is, had I touchod. the subject of American revivals, Lyould-have:done
an s in another manner than that subjoct was troated by a spokesman from. the
nd United Stntes—-prosidont of a college too—whoso details indoed warranted -the
ng cagor interest wath which ho was listened to, but did not aiustif'y the flippancy of
it his style—ill bofitting tho sacred theme—nor, to my mind, redeem the fault of
'3 igroring on the ocension the wholo subject of American slavery. No represen-
g tative of the old school Presbyterians ought, in my opinion, to talk with conf.
vo denco of his Church's spiritual prosperity, who is not prepared to express. his
no cenviction, or nt least his desiro, that any body of Christians believin itsolf

favoured with impulses of lieavenly graco should rouse itsell mo than lereto.
et fore, to a sympathy witk: millions of oppressed immortals, who within two days’
nd journoy of the scones of rovival, aro excluded from the privilego of secing God's
- {;Iesscd Word ; and so excluded without one vigorous remonstranco in thoir be-
¥ halfy put forth b Inrgo and infuentinl Churches, roputed evangelical and. pro-
' fessing to glory in the perfect law of liberty. .
rh ou will 800 in the published and authonticated roport of the late General
80 Assombly’s proceedings—I think in their Mission Record also—full notes of
P tho Conferenco I zofor to, and of the acclamations which greeted.at the begin-
to ring and middle and end, the speech of this representativo of old school Pres.
a byterianism. ~ You will seo how 510 speaks, unchallenged, of the unjon of tho Freo

Church and his Church or Churches ; how he compliments his audience on.thejr
known eandour, and liberality, in Judging the religion of America; and not .g
few will doubt the meaning of tho speaker, and question the ‘wisdom of the
“applause,” as he claimed for his Church the character of all that is seriptural
and orderly, “OQur principles,” ho said, “are the principles of the. Word of
God, and ‘our practico is conformed to those principles,” (Applause). That
ho avows, quite passingly, the support given by his Church to the Tracr Society,
whose most recent as well ns carlier doings and not doings, are known to.many
of your renders, would itself « ive pausa” to thousands. in America, ere they
vould admit the claim so heart] Y accorded by a Freo Assembly, But, believinﬁ
81 do, with a correspondent of the Edinburgh Witness (July 14), and on suc
good grounds as he sets forth, that Ameriean Churet es are the bulwarks.of
slavery, I regret theeo transactions at Edinburgh—not the Conferences—Lut their
manner and issue, quoad loc. I fear they aro fitted to subservo the slaveliolder’s
cause, and must strongthen the impression that the unsatisfactory position-of the
American Chureh is regarded with indulgence by their Free Church Scottish
friends ; and that if not on slavery, at Jeast on communion with slaveholders, the
views of both Churches are nearly at one.  And yet, what Erastianism can b so
gross as that which is submitted to, nay practically approved, by the Churches of
tho South 7 I rejoice that I but echo the resolutions passed, and re-effirmed, in-
our Canada Synod, when I assert that a largo share of the responsib’lity of
maintaining tho oppressive law which intercept- the light of Divine. revelation
from millions residing within the limits of professing Christian communities, }ies
with those who, whether by their perversion of Holy Seripture dare (o justify,
or by their passive, taciturn, hon-remonstrating policy, suffer the great enormity,
—suffer it in their preseuce, in the face of the known consequence, that rouls
a0 hourly passing to their final account, in total ignorance of the only charter
of salvation, or w o, if enjoying some partial oral ministrations of the gospel,:
&0 precluded from testing these by tha heaven-appoiqted:standard,‘ and. .80-idisy
linguishing between: the spirit of truth and the spirit.of error, S e
ome would say no doubt that it is. surely possible to discuss the, subject. of:
merican revivals without-insisting on a reference to the great Amarican sin, -
grant there is a (ime fop everything, but'T maintain it was the very time and.
%casion which . becoming zedi should.have embraced; at least to express a:little:



