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"THE RED OROSS OF JROREJAND
CONBTANTINE.

It has bsen n matter of regret to
many that the Masonie “Qrder of the
Bed Crose of Rome and Constantine”
has been langunishing of late. Al-
though it numbers in its ranks some
of the most noble, enthusiastic, and
veteran Freemesons in this country
-and abroad, so far ss Englandis con-
cerned, it has sadly lacked proper or
vomplete organization of late years,
end has much needed sunitable “head
quarters,” with aresident Seoretary
to sattend to the ocorrespondence.
Under the temporaiy protecting wing
of the proprietor of the Freemeson, it
is hoped that its old and numerous
friends will rally round its siandard,
7now again unfurledin the metropolis,
and that the neadful support (which
the genial Sir Knight Dr. W. R.
‘Woodman did not obtain, as he de-
gerved) will now, under more favora-
ble circumstances, be heartily and
immediately vouchsafed. The degree
prospers in the United States, it did
8o here within the lust twenty years,
it did so last century ; therefore, why
nof now?

Amongst its Past Grand Counecil-
lors are the Deputy Grand Master of
Tngland, Lord Latlhom, and many
members of the Grand Lodge, the
distinguished roll being especially re.
markable for the number of Provin.
cial Grand Masters.

The degree, undounbtedly, was
working in this country when the
two rival Grand Lodges ‘oined
hands, and is, therefore, protested by
the Articles of Union, A.D. 1818,
(relative to Chivalric degrees). Dar-
1ng the last century it was most suc-
cossful in gathering together some of
the brightest of the Craft. Bros.
James Heseltine, Past Grand Treas-
urer, and Grand Yeoretary of the
‘Grand Lodge of England ; William

Knights by Major Shirreff in 1780.

Lord Rumcliffo, Prov. G. M. of
Loicestershire, was Grand Master ef
the Red Cross in 1798, as also of tho
Knights Templar. His lordship weas
suoceededin 1804 by Judge Waller
Rodwell Wright (ancther Prov. G.M.),
and then followed the assumption of
thc Grand Mastership by H. R. H.
the Duke of Sus.ex, of which honor
the members of the degree have nat-
urally long felt proud, the signature
of H. R. H. in such a capasity being
still preserved. Some claim it was
the. custom for the degree to be con-
forred subsequently to the Knight
Templar, as an appendage, but this
is not correct. Bro. White, the ther
Grand Secretary of England, became
a Red Oross Knight on March 18th,
1809, prior to his exsltation aso
Royal Arch Mason, and therefore ba-
fore he was dubbed a Knight Temp-
lar. Those wishing more informa-
tion on the subject shounld consult the
columns of the defunct Freemason’s
Magazine, Vols. XV. (pp. 502), XVI.
(pp. 22 and 102), and . (pp. 208},
and the Freemason, for 1870, should
also be carefully examined. How far
the anthorities are justified in con-
tinaing the name * Constantine” it is
not clear, though there are, probably,
better ressons for that course tham
gome imagine. The Jegree bore its
present title in 1812, and possibly
earlier, and certainly as & matter of
right, the members have as much
reason to work its ceremonies as any
other of the well-known Chivalric de-
grees.

The ~éontinuity of the degree is
proved from the fact that the “Re-
vivalists” received the Red Cross from
members who were connected with it
whilst ander H. R. H. the Duke of
Sussex. These three brethren wera
oreated Knights respectively by Bros.
H. Emley (Grand Chaneellor, K. T,,
eto.), Sir J." Doratt, and William

Henry White. The latter brother
was elected Grand Sovereign, and, as
many are aware, much of the success
of the *‘revival” was due to the energy,

‘Honry White, then Grand Secretary, ‘
and James Galloway (ome of the:
loading Royal Companions under the

<Moderns”) were made Red Cross]



