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- QUEBEG: AND; DISTEICT OE...
COLUBIBIA.

The following has been issued id
gircular form:—

Graxp CHAPTER OF THE
Districr or CoLunBia,
Decen hor 10, 1884,

To e Guanp Onte1er :—Since the
1ast convooation of this Grand Chap-
tor, therc has been placed in the
hands of your committee @ printed
communication from the Grand Sec
retary of the Mark Master Masons of
Bngland, &c., in which it is stated
ssthat considerable misapprehension
cppears to exist on the part of a ma-
jority of the Grand Chapters of the
Unpited Btates,” * * * <« with
raference to the Quebec difficalty.”

The commuonication attempis o
oxplain the position of the Grand
Tiodge of Mark Master Masons, for
the purpose of sefting the Grand
Chapters of the United States right
upon the question at issue between
tho two ocontending bodies. It ad-
mity the recognition of thé Grand
Chsapter of Quebec by the Grand
Todge of Mark Master Mssens of
Erngland, bat ““under & misapprehen-
cion as to its legality.” This declara-
tion that the Grand T.odge, when it
recognized the Grand Chapter of
Quebec, and exchasged representa-
$ives with that Grand Budy, did not
understand what it was doing is,
certainly, a very serious reflection
apon the intelligence and Masonic
iearning of the brethren composing
that Grand Lodge. Your committee,
however, nre of the opivion that the
members of the Grand Lodge did
fully understand the case at the time
t¢he recoguition was extended, for
these brethren certainly would not
ganotisn the recognition of & Grand
Body without baving first made due
anquiry into the legality of its organ-
ization and-constitution.

t-is unjust to our English breth-
Ten, and your committee refrain
from imputing to them, either ignor-

ance.or negligence, when actingupon
gubjeots of so much-importauce to
the craft, whilst the communication
of the Grand Seorstary informs us
that it is altogether inaccurate to say
that this Grand Lodge has issued
warrant. for Mark lodges since its
recognilon;” it also informs as that

j -bree Mark lodges “desired to place

themselves under supreme English
jorisdiction in the Mark Degree,”
acd that this Grand Lodge has ac-
knowledged them as regular by gr-. -
ing them what is practically a V. ar-
rant of Confirmation,” and that at
the present time the Mark lodges,
meeting under the Warrants of Con-
firmation, are the only legal assem-
oly of Mark Master Masous in the
Province of Quebec.”

If these three bodies were regular,
as alleged, your committes fail to see
the necessity for issuing the Warrants
of Confirmation, for those warrants
could give the lodges in question no
mors vitality than they already
possessed. 1f, on the other hand,
those lodges required additional au-
thority to enable them to do legal
work, and those Warrants of Con-
firmation gave the power, then the
Grand Lodge in granting them, after
the recogniiion, undoubtedly violated
Masonic comity, and was guilty of un-
lawfully invading the jurisdiction of &
recognized S vereign Grand Body.

Toasmuch as this Grand Chapter,
in common with other Grand Chap-
ters,—as well as the Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons of England,—
have resognized the Grand Chapter
of Quebec as the legally organized
~nd constituted body having supreme
and oxclusive aunthority within the
Zrovinee of Quebec, over the Royal
Arch Degree, and the degrees in-
cluded therein; your committee,
therefors, subwmit, that the invasion:
by the Gracd Lodge of Mark Master
Masons of England, of the jurisdie-
tion of the Grand Chapter of Quebee,
is unlawful and inexcusable, and
your committee recommend thai all
Mesonie intercourse between this



