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THE MASONIC ASYLtIM.

«We really thinh the time hasi arrived
when, within this juriediction, there
should be a Masenie Home or Asylum
for uur aged brethren in distress, and
the widows a orphans cf those who
died in want, penury and peverty.
IBere in Ontario, on the roll of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, are the
names of eighteen thousand sons of
Light. Year after year, we quote the
immense suma accumulating in the
cofferis of our Supremne IBody. We
oheerfully admit that our positic ýn com-
pares favorably with many older and
larger Grand Lodges-we know that
our charities exceed many others.
The time, however, bias now artived
when we should have some place of
comfort for those who have borne the
heat ana burden cf the day, and now
weary ana impoverished, need a home
with hom-e. comforts in their declining
yearS .

We feel confident it only requires
united action to bring this happy re-
suit te a pleasing conclusion, but it
requires a steady ana systematic
movement-spasmodic efforts are of
littie or no avail. Why net have a
committee selected from amongst our
iea.aing Craftsmen, and let them have
s3ole control of the management of the
place. Let them investigate the sys.
tems pursued in other countries in
,similar cases. Let them solicit sub-
soriptions from lodges, chapters, pre-
ceptories and members. Theso sub-
scriptions need not be cash-they
might cover three or even four years.
Many a Eliramite in this Province
wculd cheerfully give ten or twenty
dollars per annumn for, say three, four
or five yearg. 0Others would. sub scribe

in proportion, but few, we think,.
wonld "put down their names" for
leas than five or ten dollars.

WMe believe if such a plan as this
were adopted one hun&red thousand.
dollars could be raisedl within eighteen
months. Besides the Grand Lodge
cf Canada could donate liberally.
There is no reason why this shouldl
net be done. The senior Grand Lodge
in the Dominion has a duty te per-
form in this respect, and, j udging freiný
many communications we have re-
ceived, we feel certain that the time
has arrivedl for the leaders ini the
Craft to nioro-to act.

'We ask our friends in ail parts cf
the country te take up this subjeet.
Discuss; it amongst the brethren in
their neighborhood, and introduce it
in their lodge-reoms. Canadiani Ma-
sons will prove themselves able and
willingly te work in se righteous a
cause, il those whose duty it is te lead
only do se and point eut a practicat
path for their brethren te follow. We-
rely.upon our Grond Master, Past
Grand Officers, and others, whose
names are househeld words te the
fraternity, te perform their duty, by
putting into tangible shape, seme
scheme by which funds can be raised
for this holy cause-a cause in which
any true Freemason will join with
heart and seul. We say-God blesa
the founders of our Canadian Masonie
Home.

J3ro. Sereno D. Nickerson, Grand
Secretary, will please accept car
thanks for copy cf proceedings cf the
Grand Lodge cf Massachusetts, at the
Quarterly Communication, September
1l3th, and specials Septemberl18th an&~
October 2Oth, 1882.


