
A Plea for the Better Teaching of Kanne;r.

a great deal of trouble to impress on a
young child certain quite arb'trary
rules of demeanor, whi'.'i are so con-
stantly reiterated and .usisted upon
that he gradually takes them as a mat-
ter of course, and o>eys them auto-
matically for the rest of his life, until
it would be utterly-impossible foi hira,
arrived at manhood, so to fly in the
face of his eerly training as to tie his
table napkin round his«neck aZ a din-
ner-party, to put his knife into his
mouth, or to aitack his gravy with a
spoon. Why should it not be possible
to have a course of second-grade in-
struction in demeanor, so to speak,
which should in its turn be as thor-
oughly taught as the primary one, as
insensibly assimilated and automati
cally obeyed? But it does not seem
to occur to most people that this is
necessary. Our usual plan, or rather
want of plan, is to furnish the young
wirk some stray, haphazard generalities,
and then consider that we have done
enough. There are few thiings more
dangerous than the half-truth--neces-
sarily and obv-ously half-untruthis as
well-which we thrust into the gaps of
our code of conduct in a makeshift
fashion, to the exclusion of more com-
plete ordinarnces. Without a misgiving
we proceed to tell young people that
" manners maketh man," or "Good
manners proceed from a good heart,"
and then expect that they themselves
should fil' in the details for their own
daily guidance. We might as weIl
tell them the formula of the law of
gravitation, and then expect &hem
never to tumble down.

Ard so we let them learn by experi-
ence-surely the most tedious and
painful form of acquiring knowledge-
at their own expense and that of
others. We let them fp.ll into one
pitfall after another, and scramble out
as best they may, scratching themselves,,
and others in the process, and per4aps
making enemies of dozens of their fel-
low-creatures who would otherwise

have been well disposed. We allow
them to try by practical experiment
whether it is by being pompous, off-
hand or patronizing that you can make
yourself the most disagreeable, and
how long other people will enjoy talk-
ing to you if you are looking the while,
with ill-concealed inattention, over
their shoulder. And yet these are
things which it is important to know,
these are things which should be de-
liberately taught, and not left to
chance.

It is a platitude to say-tbat,as regards
the average mass of human beings, the
question of failure or success in lifi is
almost entirely determined by their
personality. I am not speaking of
those whose transcendent giftb of any
Kind must inevitably lift them con-
spicuously above their fellows, even
when accompanied by the drag of an
unfortunate manner ; but of the aver-
age mortal, sufficiently well equipped
to carry him through successfully, pro-
vided that ail the other conditions be
fav')rable, and that he be not hadered
by quite unnecessary stumbling-blocks
that a little trouble and forethought
might have rernoved fron his path.
An ingenuous investigator put forth, I
arn told, some time since a circular in-
quiring into the causes of failure, a
copy of which was sent -round to all
the people who might be supposed to
have good reason to know the answer.
History does not say what were their
feelings on receiving,it. ,fut, however
plausibly they may have managed to
exglain why they had not succeeded in
doing ail they had desired to do, we
may surmise that they did not,jin nine
cases out of ten, put their finger on
the real cause-namely, that of having
been afflicted with an unlucky manner,
or unlucky manners, ihich had stood
persistently in their way. They had
taken, no doubt, a very great deal of
trouble to learn many things that they
thought would he useful to them, but
this thing, that matters so very otch,
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