
As Lieut.-Oolonel Fischer's colun was as strong as the ot.ber
two combined, it is evident that General flrummond based 1318 chief
hope of success upon its ability to carry the Snake Hill battery and
take the reuxainder of the intrenchments i -reverse, But by thus
diviing his force into two nearly equal bodies with an inpssable
forest between theru it is apparent that he exposed either wing to
the danger of being overwhehned by a sudden and vigorous counter
attack.

For the past three weeks working parties coxnpmsd of one-third
of the American force, who were relieved every eizht heuirs, had been
eniployed r.îght and day in fortifyinc' their poeition aud had accom-
pliahed inuch. When captured on the third of July, Foit Brie was a
Bina11 quadrangular -work, enclosed in -rear only by a -wooden paEmsde,
and a shailow dry ditch. IV had been designed merely to, commandl
the entrance of the river, and was arnied with three ieces of artil-
lery, ail mou±xted on its water front Durin the advance of t'ho
American army towards lake Ontario it had u n made defensible
on the land Bide by the constructiop of a curtmin and parapet of
earth of the sanie height as the adjacent bastions, leaving the pabisades,
eleven feet bigh, stili standing outside. The ditch waa deepened and
protected, by abattis. -The northeagtern bastion had, a scarp of
rnasory, surmounted by a parapet; of earth messuring £romi the
bottom of the ditch to the crest of the merlons, twenty-two, feet.
Inside this stoodl two, suhatantial stone barracks, each ninety-threa
feet li length by «twenty-six x- 'width aud two atores in heiglit.
The upper story of these buildings had been eonsiderably daýmed
by the fire of the siee guns, for which they had fonzned a conspicuous
target. Ontside of th o *e of palisades a smal fieehe had been con-
strneted and two, new bastions thrown up, 'which -wera connected
-with each other by a line o! hig1à palmsdes, behind which wuas log
building loopholed for musketry.ý Curtains of earth connected Lhem-
with the orVïm fortification, anxd the whole was encloeed by a dry
ditch nine feet deep, and'twenty-five feet wide and a double line o!
abattis. Six guns, varymng li calibre from a six to a twenty-four
pouxider, -were, rnonted, and the garrison at the time o! the assault
consistedl of Captalin Williamnss company of 'United States artillery
and two companies of. the 19th 7Uuited States Infanty commandaed F
by Major W. A. Tzimble, aronorting li the -whole to Lwo hundred
and fifty effective Men.

On the riglit a marapet o! earth, seven feet higrh and eighteen feet
thickr, had been tl,wn up extending froin the ditol outàide oi the
re-enterlng angle of the northeastern bastion eastward to the river,
where it terminated.ini a lunette, usually called the Dougisasm battery,


