PREFACE. ix

in these pages =n account of the rise and progress of
events which have greatly advanced the moral eleva. |
tion of my nation. Should they see in it anything to V
stimulate them to greater action, now is the time, the
hour to act. It can be proved that the introduction
of Christianity into the Indian tribes has been’ produc-
tive of immense good. It has changed customs as old
as any on the earth. It has dethroned error, and has
enthroned truth. This fact is enough to -convincek‘any:
one of the unjustness and.falsity of the common say-
ing, that, * the Indian will be Indian still.” . _

Education and Christianity are to the.Indian’wliat
wings are to the eagle. that soar above his hofe.
They elevate him ; ami these given to him by men of
right views of existence enable him to rise above the
soil of degradation and hover about the high mounts
of wisdom and truth. '

'To the man of letters I would say, that in compli-
ance with your request I am aware how far short I'
have fallen from satisfying'_you with a recital of the
Qjibways’ history. .

Much has been lost to the world, through a neglect

of educating the red-men who have lived and died in

the midst of educationary privileges but have not been

aliowed to enjoy them. They hold a key which will
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