
IN CONFUSION.

have saved you all. They stopped those fellows
short, before they had time to do their worst. They
will not be punished for what they were going to do,
but for what they actually did do."

A sudden rush of gratitude came over Wilfred as
he recalled his peril. His 'arms went round Gaspé
with a clasp that seemed to know no unloosening. A
friend is worth all hazards.

His turn soon came. Aunt Miriam had preceded
her nephew. She had so little to tell. " In the midst
of the dancing there was a cry of 'Thieves!' The
men ran. Her husband came back to her, bringing
her invalid brother to the safest part of the house.
He stayed to guard them, until there arose a second
cry, 'The police 1' She supposed the thieves made
off. Her husband had started in pursuit."

In pursuit, when there was nothing to pursue; the
aggressor was already taken. Aunt Miriam saw the
inevitable inference: her husband had ffed with his
guests. -She, never looked up. She could not meet
the eyes arôund her, until she was asked if Vanner
and Mathurin were among her guests. Her pale
cheeks grew paler.

Their own men were stupid and sleepy, and could
only stare at each other. All they had had to say
confirmed their mistress's statements.

Mr. De Brunier had fetched Wilfred whilst his
aunt was speaking. He looked at the men crowding
round the table, pushed between the sledge-driver and
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